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The Breeding Edition
February is the shortest month in the year, but for me it has been a long month.
The cold temperatures have kept me and my dogs inside. I haven’t had the
opportunity to burn off excess energy and my dogs keep retrieving things,
anything. This morning while making coffee for Pete and a pot of tea for me,
three of the four dogs, brought me socks, sections of the newspaper and
anything else that wasn’t nailed down. They are bored too.
Many folks don’t know this, but I have high blood pressure. I take medication
to control it, but sometimes it proves to be ineffective - usually during the long
cold winter months like this past February. When my blood pressure is up, I
tend to be more “exciteable”, Pete would say cranky. Regardless of what you
call it, it’s not good for me, the household or the dogs. There’s nothing like a
long walk with the dogs in the country to chase away the cobwebs and improve
your perspective on life. I cannot wait for warmer weather for my health, both
mental and physical.
This month’s edition is dedicated to breeding. There’s a lot to breeding and we
can’t cover it all, but hopefully we’ve covered enough to get you thinking,
especially if you are in the market for a pup or are a breeder. Between articles on
what to look for in potential sires and dames to breeders contracts (Back Talk),
there is a lot to ponder. Butch has some helpful advice for our readers, he
always does! Also, Reynald Lefebvre has provided us with a summary of the
CEB - US Nationals in Georgia where he judged with our own Butch Nelson.
Pete Wax continues his series on gun dogs with “A Strong Fabric”. A must read
for those of in search of the best hunting partner on four legs. Lastly, there’s an
article on obesity in pets. While many people often fight weight in the winter
months so do our dogs, especially if they don’t get the exercise that they do in
the spring, summer and fall. If your dog has put on a few pounds this winter,
read this article and take the advice to heart. Dogs that maintain healthy weights
year round, will live longer and have less health problems. I suppose I could
take that advice too.
Sherry Niesar, Editor
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Ask Butch
Butch, My 1 year old EB has stopped picking up birds. I never trained her to retrieve as she always went
and got the birds. Often rough on birds and sometimes reluctant to give, but she always went and got the
bird. As the hunting season matured (I shot only pheasants) she became more and more reluctant to pick
up the bird and now only goes and grabs them if they are alive and then only holds them, but does not
bring them back. What have I done wrong? Mark
Mark...I have many questions for you to help more precisely, but our editor will not give me enough time.
So, by-guess and by-golly I'll trudge through your problem and hopefully an answer will magically appear.
If given a chance, a puppy loves to retrieve. Has anyone played fetch with a border collie? They will flat
wear your arm out. And just for a stupid stick. Your pup retrieved young because it was reacting to
inherited ability. You might have thrown a dead bird once too often or played tug-of-war or any other
game and now you are seeing the results. Your pup became more reluctant to retrieve later for two main
reasons: 1) You might have scolded her just a little too harshly for messing with the rooster, 2) You didn't
get it killed earlier in the season and she got spurred.
Here is the positive. She Got Hunted! Now that she's been through her first hunting season it's time to
train. First order of business is to teach the command "COME" without birds. Use a check cord first and
then an e-collar or run after her (what we call tennis shoe training). Give the command once and then
enforce it. After a couple of weeks have her retrieve a dead quail or a pigeon. This might sound horrible
but on a pigeon I may cut the wings and or feet off the body. I only do this for young dogs having
problems retrieving. I don't use frozen birds for this training so my birds don't last as long nor do I use
rotten ones for the same reason. After a month of this game and knowing the come command she should
be back on her way in becoming a better retriever. If you've done your part and she still hesitates, a partial
or full blown force-to-retrieve technique could be your answer. Good luck and be very patient...Butch
Butch, My dog is eating poop. What do I do to stop him from eating poop? Marge
Marge...I'm fairly certain I'm not qualified to answer this question but you asked and I'll try. This
condition is called "Coprophagia". That's a big word for s**t eater. It happens a lot especially in the winter when a dog is most bored. Some claim that the dog isn't digesting all the nutrients in their daily food.
Some say all dogs start out as hockey players; because of the fresh hockey pucks. I saw a young dog in
Georgia that couldn't run past coyote scat without gobbling. I even tried to block but couldn't stop her. A
real nice dog though. So taste could be another factor. I've heard there is a powder you can put on her
dog food that that after the process takes place makes and awful smell controlling her urge to munch. I've
heard of people following the dog drenching the pile with Tabasco Sauce with the same idea (and results).
The best procedure would be to up your clean up time. I have actually put a scoop under a freshly bent
Continued on page 3
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Ask Butch - Continued from Page 2
over dog once. It will work as long as your neighbors aren't watching. One last piece of advice; If your
dog suffers from this disease please don't let the pooch kiss your face...Butch
Butch, Why does everyone want the dog to heal on the left? Lefty
Lefty...This is a great question, and though it may not fall under training, it may be tradition. I believe
the best answer might be that you always heel a dog on the off-side that you carry a gun. This would
mean that if you are truly left-handed you would teach heel on your right side. I believe the few hunters
who are ambidextrous would only confuse the dog so don't even call me. This is a simple answer to a
simple but thoughtful answer which leads me to a few questions for you: Who determined that on men's
dress slacks that the buttoned rear pocket should be on the left? Is the button on the right for a left
hander? Is there a prejudice here? Being right-handed means I want my best hand grabbing for what
little money in my billfold. I've tried locking my money on the left side but it looks like a dog trying to
catch his tail reaching with my right hand. Just visualize. I've got other questions but will save them for
later...Butch
Put Butch’s many years of experience to work for you. Don’t be shy and if you want your name left off
we can make the questions anonymous. Send you questions to: Butch Nelson, PO Box 858, Denton,
MT 59430 or hyaliteknls@yahoo.com
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by Peter Wax

Woven fabrics are by design strong fabrics. The strongest are made by tightly weaving long thin fibers
and the more fibers per ounce the stronger – thin, long, and tight. A bullet-resistant or ballistic vest is
made from layers of woven or laminated fibers. In solo they would not stop a BB but intertwined and
woven together they can stop a 38 special. As breeders and hunters we build stronger gun dogs and gun
dog associations the same way. The more individuals involved, the longer they are involved and the
thinner the individual influence the stronger and more resilient the fabric of both.
Why should a hunter of a gun dog value a strong fabric? The hunter should value the fabric because
hunting a gun dog is the wearing of the fabric. The mission, the ideal, and the purpose of the fabric is to
provide the men and women of this great Country a better gundog. Without this mission we might as
well raise cats. Nothing wrong with cats, I like cats (kind of anyway), but cats do not course, point or
retrieve and until they do I will wear a gundog.
Taking this discussion beyond the superficial, how does the “fabric”
work to maintain and improve a gundog. The easiest, least intrusive
and most valuable way to maintain and become a part of the fabric
that preserves your gun dog is to register the pup with the United
Kennel Club. Think of this as an ideal fabric strand. It is
inexpensive, simple and requires very little personal involvement. It is
by far the most numerous of thread type (thousand of registered pups per year), the longest (connected to
the past and linked to the future) and thin (has very little individual influence). This registration is the
foundation of the dogs fabric. It supports all aspects the mission, the ideal and the purpose of a gun dog
without intruding.
The second layer of the fabric includes evaluating gun dogs for physical structure, intelligence and
performance. The most commonly recognize strands of the
second layer are radiographs and genetic tests for faults, field
trials and confirmation. Consider these elements the custom
fibers within the gun dog fabric. They are essential threads to
the fabrics long term improvement, health and performance but
they are not ideal as they are complex and require substantial
intrusions into the personal relationship between the individual
and gun dog. This layer is composed of fewer threads than the
first (only a small percentage of gundogs are tested, evaluated or
competed), sometimes short live (not reproducible between
generation), and thick (have substantial individual influence).
This second layer while imperfect is the proprietary fibers of the gun dog’s fabric, the secret ingredients
that give an edge over the competition. The advantage to the gun dog is that these are often strands
within strands. For example an individual (single strand) cannot form an unbiased opinion of a gun dog’s
performance but within the group (multiple strands) it happens without direction through competition,
conversation, disagreement, agreement, contract and contradiction.
It works because these proprietary strands result in placing stress on and within the fabric. Stress is good
as it rewards success and punishes failure and deception. The result is that only the propriety threads that
make reproducible substantiated improvements to the gundog fabric within a disciplined range of variance
Continued on Page 4
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Strong Fabric - continued from page 3
(breed standard) are perpetuated. This ability to be reproduced
benefits generations of men and women who will wear the fabric in
the short grass, the long grass and wetlands of the gun dog’s
playground.
While the second layer is essential it must be used sparingly in the
fabric or the fabric becomes too heavy and uncomfortable to wear.
A beautiful dog that cannot hunt is not a gun dog, and the mission
has failed, the ideal is flawed and the purpose is unachieved.
The third layer of the
A beautiful show dog from the
fabric is the human
Westminster Show
element. This element is
the embroidery on the fabric. If done correctly, the embroidery
not only adds beauty but shape and strength to key areas. This is
where an individual influence can shine as long as they remain
well sewn to the fabric. To become unsown from the fabric is to
defraud the men and woman who want an Epagneul Breton.
The human element is where an individual’s idea of the perfect
type, color, range and style can be found in the various lines.
From a hunters perspective this is the gun dog shopping mall.
One hunter might choose a gun dog from a line that is known for
This dog is a natural in the water and
close methodical hunting, others for more range or one known
would suit a family that duck hunts
for strong swimmers. A versatile gun dog competitor might chose
a line known for being head strong and emotionally tough while
an inexperienced family with youngsters might choose from a line that produces vulnerable souls that are
easily molded. When this element is mastered, it is the pinnacle
of the mission, the ideal, and the purpose, for these are gun
dog’s of a fabric that expresses recognizable, reproducible type
and within the discipline of the standard.
In conclusion it is the hunter wearing the fabric in the field that
maintains the breed for the hunter requires a good cloth. So
pick your pup from a hunting line and wear it, hunt it, train it,
love it, be proud of it and the rest it will take care of its self.

A group of dogs that produce birds in the
field and fit well into a young household
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Summary of the CEB - US National Event
by Reynald Lefebvre
I had the honor of being invited to Georgia to judge the local Field Trial and also the Epagneul Breton
show specialty. I 'd like to thank the President at this time, Mark Bird and the board for this
invitation. Also Jackie Hutwagner for inviting me to judge also at the National event.
This is always a pleasure to meet you Epagneul Bretons fans, especially at this time of the year. It is a
good reason to escape from the cold winter for a few days. I also have to mention that I just love the
tempo and the friendship of the people in Georgia.
This year, the Georgia Club, had set the bar pretty high for the organizing team. Hosting a regional and
a National event back to back with the same team ask for a lot of labor and logistics. All I can say on
that, is congratulation, you did it in a magnificent way.
I also had the pleasure to work with Mr. Jacques Goubie from France which I know from 2001. It was a
great pleasure to be with him again. He is a very knowledge gentleman and passes the information and
comments easily and always in respectful of the people.
For the first time, I met Mr. Butch Nelson at the judge
seminar, we had a few moments to know each other
before the meeting but we found out that we were on the
same note concerning dog training. So the judge seminar
was easy for us to work with the people that participated
to it. Many questions and situations were brought by the
participants.
It was a good way to clarify some points about the rulebook and how we should work with it in the fields on trial
situations. Of course, we can't go through all situations,
there is always something happening in the field that we
Judging Seminar
did not think about or we have never seen before. We
have to adapt to the moment and give the benefit to the dog in those situations. Butch and I really
enjoyed doing this seminar and the people there had a lot to ask. It was a great moment for all of us.
The ground that Fred Overby and his field trial committee had chosen for this event could not be any
better. The O' Pataula Plantation, Kaweke Plantation
and the Canaan Farm, were perfect grounds with
many birds and coveys. Sometimes too many, the
dogs had to be extremely careful handling those
birds.
One step too close and they were gone and the dog
too sometimes. I had the chance to see many good
dogs at work. Some had better chances than others
but the handlers were always aware of what was
happening and demonstrated a great sportsmanship
toward the judges.
Trial Grounds

Continued on page 6
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Summary - Continued from Page 5
The dogs have to get used to handle so many birds at the same time, we don't get that amount of wild
birds up north.
I can't go without telling you what pleased me the most during that event. The junior class in the ring
demonstrate the interest of the club to encourage the youngest to participate. Our sport is for the entire
family and it is a great way to play outside and make new friends in a different world than work or
school.

How can it be better ? We had the sun,
Epagneul Bretons and junior handlers.

Don’t worry, I am not showing her the exit,
I am not that bad.

Also in the field I had the great pleasure to see or I should say admire a young handler and his dog doing great performances, I am talking about Will Lafary and his dog Fergus. Will is coached by his father
Clint who is doing a great job showing him how to care about
the wind and to look at the covers where the birds could be
found; watching them was worth the trip to Georgia for me.
Will is taking it very seriously and is doing great, He is certainly
one of our next great handler in the field. The older handlers
will soon be kicked in the back by this young fellow. Keep
working Will and I can tell You are lucky to have your father
helping you like this. There is no school teaching what your
father is teaching you out there.
Many thanks to the team Of the CEB US for inviting me to
your trials and also to my colleagues judges Mark Bird, Butch
Nelson and Jacques Goubie, we had a great time together and
let's hope to meet again soon.

Reynald Lefebvre
President CEB Québec, Judge CKC, UKC, CCF.

Clint & Will LaFary
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Selecting Breeding Candidates By Lynda Kieres
As proprietor of Topperlyn Kennels, selecting candidates for breeding is a process. So how do we select
our candidates for breeding?


Conformation to the breed standard



Performance in the Field – must pass, at a minimum, a NAVHDA NA, VHDF HAE, JGHV VJP - or
preferably higher; or receive a PASS or higher in an OPEN Class Field Trial



Hips rated [FINAL*] Good or Better (If the dog is rated FAIR but is of exceptional quality, a trial
breeding may be conducted with a mate rated GOOD or better.)

(*We do a preliminary hip evaluation at 13 months to determine whether or not to proceed with evaluating a dog for breeding. Only dogs that rate FAIR or better on their prelim will be further evaluated for
breeding.)
When you breed you must do so with the idea that you are prepared to KEEP every puppy in the litter.
It can NEVER be about the money – to “let the kids experience the miracle of birth” – or because you
want a puppy “just like Susie.”
Your goal must ALWAYS to be to IMPROVE the breed.
In order to do that you must be able recognize the strengths and weaknesses of both candidates and decide whether their attributes will COMPLEMENT each other or could ACCENTUATE a fault.
BE HONEST with yourself when evaluating your dog – there is no such thing as “The PERFECT dog.”
If you are not sure – ask someone who can be objective to evaluate your dog (have your dog “confirmed”
by an expert in the breed.)
Contrary to popular belief - breeding a BIG dog to a SMALL dog will NOT produce a MEDIUM sized
dog
If one candidate is slightly long – always breed to a dog that is correct [cobby].
If one candidate is light in bone – always breed to a dog with sufficient bone (but not necessarily HEAVY
bone.) In other words – don’t OVER compensate.
When trying to compensate for ANY fault – you should always try to breed to a dog that is correct in
that area.
REMEMBER ~ “Genetics are not like a milkshake; they don’t just blend towards the mean.” –
Christopher Kieres, Be a Caretaker of your Breed – Versatile Hunting Dog Magazine (Aug 2005); 2nd
Semester 2005 l’Epagneul Breton (FBGDA)
Never EVER EVER EVER breed a dog that has a disqualifying fault (including TEETH) no matter what
a “Great little hunting dog” you think she is.

“BREEDING THE BEST TO THE BEST – IS JUST GOOD ENOUGH” – S. Bodo Winterhelt
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Third Dog in the Pack: A Change in the Dynamic
by Janis and Ken Bruwelheide
Like in many homes our dogs are friends and companions
as well as hunting partners. As we know, the Epagneul
Bretons are friendly and biddable to us, their humans and
this is part of the reason we love them so much. So
naturally when Janis and I had the opportunity to add to
our pack, we did…but apparently no one consulted our
other two dogs that are 9 and 7. It soon became apparent
that the older dogs had been happy with the way things
were and they were not excited about the new kid.
Whether you call it canine chain of command, pecking
order, pack theory, or the group dynamic, it exists and
controls the pack so adjustments must be made.
Our new pup, Sally, joined us in October at about 14
months of age. She just wanted to be friends with all and
was happy to achieve her apparent life’s goal…house dog and hunter! She tried to have equal access to
the alpha humans in the home, toys and chewies and was confused at dinnertime about eating arrangements. Sally preferred to savor her grub and the other dogs are gobblers with an eye for more. These
issues and other hierarchical ones made for a steep learning curve for a young dog and everyone else for
that matter. We decided that the dogs needed to work things out for themselves for the most part. This
winter since I has been recuperating from a second total knee replacement performed in January, Sally
has certainly livened things up in the house and kept us entertained. She is a joyous, charming, smart
little gal with a lot of moxie who is
adjusting well! Sally is also very mischievous.
Daisy, age 9, is the most annoyed with Sally. Daisy will gather the toys and chewies in a corner and guard
them while glaring at the other dogs especially Sally. Daisy does not want the stuff but she does not
want to share it either. When Sally wants to play with Daisy the answer is usually “no!” accompanied by
Daisy’s turned head and often a growl in
varying levels of intensity and menace. It has
been amazing to watch Sally navigate the
levels of the house at top speed with Daisy
hot on her tail growling and snapping to keep
her in line.
Cassie, our 7 year old, is usually agreeable to
playing with Sally and we often find them
cuddled for a nap. However, Cassie has also
been seen correcting the youngster and let’s
face it…Cassie annoyed the heck out of Daisy
when she came on the scene, so payback
Continued on Page 9
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Third Dog in the Pack - Continued From Page 9
seems fair. At times Sally tries to “talk” to Cassie about things but she is totally ignored and must figure
out the rules on her own.
Both senior dogs have taken the opportunity to show their displeasure to us about Sally’s presence. We
can probably blame winter and cabin fever for some behaviors but not all. They are annoyed! A couple
of examples follow.
Cassie: Recently Janis and I left the house for a couple of hours to do errands. Since we trust the two
older dogs to have the run of the house, they were not confined. Sally, the rascal, however has not and
will not for a long time earn that privilege….she is kenneled at night and while we are away. We returned
home to find a hard back library book of Janis’ on the floor of a bedroom destroyed with cover
removed, fang marks, pages torn out and chewed. We guessed it was Cassie since she “gave it up” when
confronted and Daisy had a poker face. The book destruction appeared to have occurred in anger since
the same book had been lying on a table undisturbed previously. However, that is only our thought since
neither dog was talking.
Daisy: After Sally joined the family I took Daisy and Sally to hunt for about three hours with Butch
Nelson. Daisy was paired for the first time with Sally. As we know, a young dog cannot make a mistake
during the first hunting season. Then there was Daisy…gun dog title and all. I had forgotten the box
containing the E-collar and whistle which was a big mistake. Usually Daisy will hunt for me without that
control and that is what I confidently told Butch. Well Daisy took off and hunted for herself the entire
time and would not pay attention to many
commands. How could she hear anything from
that far away?? I was embarrassed and Butch
raised an eyebrow at me. When they finished and
were ready to load dogs into the truck, Daisy
showed up but sat somewhat hidden in front of
the other truck. As I approached her, she had her
head down and ears laid back knowing that she
was in the wrong. There was also another clear
message in her demeanor, “If you want to hunt
with that Sally go ahead. I, however, will hunt for
myself!”
It appears as though a lot of one-on-one training
will be required when winter is over and we can
again go afield. There’s some hope for a Daisy
and Sally relationship…we found them cuddling
together for a nap recently and have even seen all
three piled up asleep. Shall we say a 2 or 3 dog
night??

Ken doing some bird work with young dog, Sally
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Picture Gallery

Pictures provided by: Bob Clayton, Lynn Dee Galey, Fred Overby and Dean Orosz

The Picture Gallery is a regular feature in the Whoa Post. If you have a picture you would
like to share, please email it to Sherry at sniesar@msn.com
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Preventing Obesity in your Dog by Sherry Niesar
This time of year is tough on everyone especially if you live in an area that is cold, snowy or icy. I find
myself putting on a few extra pounds because I am not as active. I’m an outdoor person and one that
doesn’t do well indoors. So when forced to spend time inside, I don’t move much and don’t burn
calories. Your dog may suffer the same fate. I had a recent discussion with a friend about his dogs. His
female has put on some weight and was wondering what he could do to help her slim down. My good
friend Butch Nelson would say, “Get that dog on a program.” I have had adopted his philosophy and
my dogs are on a program too. So how do you know if your dog is overweight? Run your hands along
their side and if you feel their ribs they are probably a healthy weight. If you haven’t seen their ribs in a
while, it’s probably time to develop a program.
Develop a Program
The first step to developing a program is to evaluate how much
your dogs eat which may equate to how much you feed them.
Start with a good quality dog food. Read the label and based on
your dog’s weight, it will give you a ball park estimate of how
much to feed them. Start here. You can adjust this based on if
your dog gains or loses weight on the feeding recommendations.
I feed twice a day and the dogs get a total of 1 1 /3 cups between
the 2 meals. This amount gets adjusted based on their activity
level. I started at 2 cups a day and reduced their meal amounts a
little at a time. I don’t recommend dropping your dog’s food consumption from two or three or more cups down to 1 1/3 cups
right away. It’s a difficult transition and should be accomplished
gradually over time.
How many times a day to feed your dog. I feed twice a day, mostly because it works for my schedule.
Some folks feed once, others more. Pick a time or times that work for you and then stick to it. Dogs are
creatures of habit and will expect food at a certain time of day.
Treats
I use treats for training. Treats can be a valuable asset to proper behavior in the house or field. My sister
used to promise her daughters M&M’s if they behaved. It worked! If you train with treats, your dog will
know they have a bonus waiting for them at the end. Brittanies are gluttons and food is a good tool to
use for behavior. However, when giving treats, be sure to count those additional calories. You may feed
the proper amount of food but sabotage efforts by adding snacks throughout the day. As few as 30 extra
calories per day means your pet gains over three
pounds in a year.
While your dogs may count treats, they don’t count
the size of the treat. Break treats into small pieces
and divvy them out whenever your pet earns it. Use
treats only as a reward for good behavior. Other
ways to cut calories with treats are by giving them
Continued on Page 13
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Obesity - Continued from page 12
vegetable treats. Some dogs like green beans or baby carrots. These qualify as treats (if your dog will eat them)
and won’t blow the calorie budget.
Exercise
There is no substitute for exercise. Exercise will go a long way
towards keeping you and your dog healthy. Whether it is a
walk around the neighborhood, a run in a dog park or a walk in
the country with your dog hunting for wild critters (my favorite) a walk is the best medicine. It gets you and your dog moving and there’s something about fresh air the calms both man
and beast. I have a friend who walks her dog every day regardless of the weather on a walking trail near the Missouri River
where the dog can run. She dons her long johns, winter boots
and heavy outerwear. Lately with cold temperatures the walks
have been shorter. The point is, they exercise every day.
Obesity is an epidemic in the U.S., even for dogs. It may be
simple to ignore your dog’s weight problem, but remember that
it may shorten his lifespan and make his days more laborious
and less enjoyable. Obesity can also lead to other health problems, like diabetes, diminished immune function and digestive problems. Additionally, if you plan on breeding
your female you’ll want her in tip top shape because obese females produce smaller litters than fit females.

The Whoa Post Topics
We have assembled a calendar of topics for the Whoa Post. This helps the editors plan articles based on
seasonal activities of our members. You may submit an article at any time of the year, but we will print it
based on the calendar of topics below.
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Obedience
Breeding
Field Trialing
Puppy Issue
Field Trial News
Training
Training
Pre Season Conditioning
No Issue
No Issue
Hunting Stories
Hunting Stories
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Cherry Kuchen Bars from “A Second Helping”
Ingredients
1/2 C butter, softened
1/2 C shortening
13/4 C sugar
1 1/2 Tsp baking powder
1/2 Tsp salt
3 Eggs
1 Tsp vanilla
3 C flour
1 (20 oz) can cherry pie filling

For the Glaze
1 1/2 C confectioners sugar
1/24Tsp Almond extract
3 to 4 Tbsp milk

Directions
Preheat oven to 350 F.
Beat together butter and shortening for about 30 seconds. Add sugar, baking powder and salt and beat until
combined. Add eggs and
vanilla; combine. Add flour (half a cup at a time) until well mixed. Set aside about 1 3/4 cups of the dough
and press the rest into the bottom of the an ungreased 9x12 baking pan. Bake for 12 minutes.
Spread the cherry pie filling over the crust evenly. Make sure at least a little syrup covers every bit of the
crust. Drop the remaining dough in tablespoon sized mounds on top of the filling, leaving some gaps
between the mounds. Bake for 30 or until the top is light brown.. Cool.
Mix confectioner’s sugar, extract and enough milk to make a thick consistency. Pour over the bars.
Refrigerate for 1 hour. Cut and serve.

Do you have a favorite recipe you would like to share.?
Send it to sniesar@msn.com for publication in a future Whoa Post.

“If a dog will not come to you after having looked you in the face, you should
go home and examine your conscience.”
Woodrow Wilson
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Breeders & Stud Dog List
Breeders
Copper Spur Kennel
Glen Gunderson
320-815-0663
Copperspur@gmail.com.

Hannahatchee Kennel
Jackie Hutwagner
770.883.8360
hutwag@gmail.com

Pataula Power French Brittany'
Fred Overby
406-209-0006 (after 6.pm)
foverby@bellsouth.net

Coteau Kennel
Pete Wax & Sherry Niesar
sniesar@msn.com
701-222-8940
www.coteaukennel.com

Hyalite Kennel
Butch Nelson & Karen Paugh
406-567-4200
hyaliteknls@yahoo.com
www.hyalitekennels.com

Topperlyn Gun Dogs
Lynda Kieres
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com

Stud Dogs
NBOB4 GRCHF2 GRCH Topperlyn Gallant
Bodacious AKC MH "aka Leo"
Hip Rating - OFA Fair
Glen Gunderson
320-815-0663
Copperspur@gmail.com
1. TR Brique de l'Ardour
Hip Rating - A ( France)
2. GUN F'Nat du mas d'Pataula ("Pride")
TAN
Hip Rating- Good - OFA
Fred Overby
406-209-0006 (after business hours, please)
foverby@bellsouth.net

1. NBOB GRCH Beau de l’Hospitalier
Hips – “A” – Belgium
2. TR2 CH TopperLyn D’Artagnan
Hips – OFA “Good”
Live coverage &
artificial insemination on both dogs.
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com
GUN Gallant Thor Sur Le Delavan
Hip Rating - OFA Good
Jack Hugwagner
770-883-8360
hutwag@gmail.com

The Breeders and Stud Dog List is available to all paid members. If you are not a member, complete
the membership form and send it to Fred Overby, Club Treasurer. Only Breeding Kennels/Breeders
who raise UKC registered Epagneul Bretons will be listed in this Whoa Post column. The Whoa Post is
sent directly to over 100 email addresses and posted on line on the club web site and Face Book page.
Provide your information to sniesar@msn.com.
To be listed in this column, pay your membership and provide the following information.

Breeders:

Stud Dog Listing:

Name of Kennel and/or Breeder
Contact Name
Contact Phone
Contact Email
Website

Name of Stud Dog
Hip Rating (OFA or Penn Hip)
Contact Name
Contact Phone
Contact Email
Website
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Up Coming Events
April 26 & 27 2014 Prairie Pointing Dog Club Liberated Field Trial, Bismarck, ND
(Open Braces, Open Solo, Gun Solo & TAN)
For more info: Pete Wax, sniesar@msn.com 701-527-6913, www.prairiepointingdogclub.com

Back Talk
Have you ever looked at the breeders contract that you are asked to sign
when purchasing a pup? Some breeders retain the breeding rights to a
dog, some breeders don’t provide registration papers until you’ve run
them in a trial or test or show and some retain ownership of the dog even
though you have paid for the dog. How do you feel about this? As a dog
owner/breeder it upsets my balance. What happened to when you
purchase a dog it becomes yours with all the fun and responsibility that
owning a dog can bring.
Why would people put up with such agreements? Since we live in America and breeders are able to
market puppies however we want (the beauty of the free market system). Breeders are free to impose
restrictions on their buyers. If you are in the market for a dog and these restrictions don’t bother you, go
ahead and buy the dog. But if they do bother you, don’t reinforce this philosophy, find a different breeder
that echoes your way of thinking.
Pete Wax & Sherry Niesar
Back Talk is a venue for our member readers to respond to articles in previous editions and to weigh in on
events and issues important to the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club. Examples may include Dog
Care and Training, Gun Safety, Hunting, Trials, Special Events, and Equipment.
This is your opportunity to voice an opinion or share some advice on a recent topic. So, if your would like
to talk back, submit your thoughts for the new Back Talk editors at sniesar@msn.com.

The Whoa Post Marketplace
The marketplace is available to all members of the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club.
Ads are free. You can buy. Sell or trade outdoor equipment, dogs, cats, or anything else that
may interest the readers. To place an ad, contact Sherry Niesar at sniesar@msn.com
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Dues are due!
Yes, it is that time of the year when it is time to pay club dues. If you enjoy the newsletter and its
contents, participate in various field events or just enjoy your EBs please take time to complete the
Membership Form on the next page and return it to the club treasurer, Fred Overby. Thank you
for your continued support of the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club.
Ken Bruwelheide

Renew Your Membership
Membership to the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club is due at the beginning of each January.
Each of the club’s members are an important component to the club, adding to the newsletter with
articles and photographs and at the clubs annual field trial. If you are not a member, then consider
becoming a member. Aside from becoming a part of a group of talented, friendly and likeminded dog
owners, members:








Receive the Whoa Post
Are eligible to place ads in the Marketplace at no charge
List Breeder and Stud Dog information (newsletter and web site) at no charge
Have access to dog training professionals and mentors
Receive advance notice of special events
Have opportunity to participate in UKC sanctioned field trials
Join a fellowship of like minded individuals

Membership is open to all individuals who have or are interested in an Epagneul Breton. Membership
fee is $20 - individuals or $30 - family per year. Please take a few moments to complete the
Membership Form below and return to Treasurer, Fred Overby.

Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Club Membership Form
Name_______________________________________________ 2nd Family Member ______________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone __________________________________________ Email ___________________________________________

Membership Category” $20 Individual Membership _____ $30 Family Membership _____

Make Check out to: Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Club
Return form & dues to: Fred Overby c/o Overby Law Office, 101 E. Main Street, Suite C, Bozeman, MT 59715
Send General Correspondence to: Kenneth Bruwelheide,1406 Robin Lane, Bozeman, MT 59715

