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Sunday morning at sunrise I find myself surrounded by the men in my life, Nick
and Peter. We are nested on a hillside after hiking from the car for about a
mile. The hillside borders a beautiful hardwood ravine with buttes on the far
side. A perfect recipe for deer. We are sitting among a mix of big bluestem,
gramma grass, and Indian grass with a few snowberry bushes mixed in. Off to
the right are hawthorn that would make better camouflage but no one wants to
battle the two inch spikes that will surely grab you if you get near.
I have my pocket full of tootsie rolls for fuel and throw one to Nick to keep his
energy up. Pete is vigilant with his binoculars scanning the other side of the hill
in hope of spotting our deer. A small mule deer buck wanders by unafraid – he
must know that none of us possess the proper tag to harvest him.
The grouse start to talk about 30 minutes after the sun is up. They are waking
and flying out to feed. Grouse, while majestic in their subdued prairie colors
make many different noises. Everyone is familiar with the clucking and
strutting noises made by males on the leks, but they make a popping sound
when they fly, clucking when they are flushed and a few other sounds. They are
covey birds and tend to hang out in groups always calling to one another. A
lost grouse will call when flying to locate his covey, this almost sounds like a
goose only softer. I watch two grouse land in trees separated by about 100
yards. They call back and forth to each other until they have communicated
where they would meet up. It was quite entertaining.
My dogs are back at home locked in the kennels. I hope my daughter will get
up before noon to liberate them. I will definitely, bring the dogs back to this
spot after the deer season to hunt pheasants and grouse.
And as for the deer hunting, Nick was successful, bagging a nice white tailed
buck.
Sherry Niesar
Whoa Post Editor
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Ask Butch: The Jazz Player by Butch Nelson
The wind blew all night and by 6:00am showed no signs of letting up. It was the last hunt for the York's;
Richard and Jimmy are from West Virginia and the oldest brother Leroy from Virginia. On Thursday evening
we shared a bottle of wine and discussed Fridays hunt. Because Leroy hadn’t shot a bird I felt it was my duty to
take him and his brothers to my father-in-laws ranch to hunt sharptails. Leroy and I hunted together with his
young pup Callie and my Heraut Satchmo Du Hyalite. Arriving at the ranch, I sent Richard and Jimmy to the
west and down to the pastures while Leroy and I stayed on top going east downwind past the cemetery. Leroy
is slightly handicapped; having a bad knee and no teeth (had no trouble eating or talking but did struggle
walking).
Turning the dogs loose with the wind blowing 24 plus miles per hour is never good but after coffee and a roll
at the Shade Tree Café we were ready to slay the flying beasts. Callie followed closely behind Leroy a ways but
Satchmo ran straight downwind and quartered all the way back to me. He made game 50 yards out and settled
20 feet to my left with his head held high and with the wind blowing his feathered ears ever so slight. I waited
for Leroy to come and shoot but he froze into a beautiful honor so instead I calmly covered half the distance
when two sharpies exploded in stereo moving downhill just barely one above the other and I was thinking, a
double. And it would have been if I’d remembered to load my darn gun. An audible “click” was all Satchmo
heard and instead of chasing, he sat down in wonderment as to the deficiencies in my gun. Gotta love this dog.
We covered another quarter mile, and while crawling under a nasty barbwire fence, Leroy yelled “birds” as a
covey of sharps flushed wild just 15 yards from us. Laying flat on my back with my gun three feet on the
ground to my right I could only wonder why old Leroy hadn’t fired. My new prescription drugs must have
worked as I never said a word but the very next time Satchmo came in for water I whispered I knew why Leroy
was batting 000. Still we marched on. Another quarter mile or so I had just turned to my left in time to see a
covey of huns erupt all around Leroy with one hun hitting his leg and still the gun did not come to shoulder
and cheek. Satchmo had gone to the front angling slightly right seventy yards out when the covey flew directly
over him. Without a caution, he stopped to flush with the same style as he points and never budged till I called
him. He would have made it back to me but 20 yards out he slammed to a point and this time my gun was
loaded. Satchmo and I had the bird pinned between us and I was close to the hiding bird when he took flight.
It was an easy pitch shot for you golfers or an incredible shot for you dreamers but either way the sharptail
found its way to my pouch with Satchmo making the retrieve. I had been noticing Leroy’s dog venturing out
further as we hunted and Satchmo sped up the retrieve due to the youngster wanting a piece of the action. I did
let her chew a little before putting the bird away and noticed a little hop in her step as she left to find Leroy.
As we sifted downhill and turned for the truck with the wind directly in our face, I walked south to water the
dogs in a creek still hoping for Leroy to grass a bird but it didn’t happen that day. The wind hadn’t let up but
Continued on page 3
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Ask Butch: The Jazz Player - Continued from page 2
little Callie made some beautiful casts to the front to no avail. Satchmo had changed his pattern by not driving
so deep but covering more ground side to side. He did this instinctually without any direction from me; verbally
or electronically. Leroy noticed I never talked to Satchmo much and I replied that it wasn’t needed.
I arrived at the truck, watered dogs, loaded the dogs up, and still Leroy hadn’t made it up the hill. I walked over
the edge thinking he had stopped for a rest but no, he was coming and instead of me running a rescue mission,
I went to cleaning my gun. Finally, I saw his hat with him muttering something about my heritage. We talked
dogs the 20 miles home with Satchmo the main topic. Secretly, I thought he did the job but reminded Leroy of
the progress that Callie made in just one hunt and how the walk was worth every sore muscle.
The brothers left early Saturday morning and while I was cleaning kennels. I reflected on Leroy and our hunt
together. No, he never killed a bird in Montana and I questioned his bird cleaning abilities the excuse. The truth
might be Leroy got caught up in the vastness of the west, with mountain names like the Big Belts with Square
Butte and Crown Butte, Little Belts and the Bear Paws and all you have to do is turn like a ballerina to take it all
in. And I’m quite positive his younger brothers tired of hearing about Satchmo and Callie on the trip home. I
never will.
I’m saddened with the news that our good friend Wallace Huey has gone on to a better place. He always talked
kindly of his Family and of his dogs and I will miss him dearly. My tradition of over-eating at Thanksgiving
dinner is worldly but I will give thanks to all my Family and living friends and a special thanks to Hugh,
Wallace, Mr. Joe, Peter and others who have so graciously shared their lives with me. Happy Thanksgiving to
everyone…Butch

Scratch a dog and you will find a permanent job.
Franklin P. Jones

A Couple of Things I Learned …
by Tom Dafnis
A couple of things I have learned guiding hunters at a lodge this year.
New dog breed: Disappointer
A customer shot a true double. He got both blockers.
Hire the handicap, so when they cuss at people missing birds and not
following instruction. We can say they have Tourette's.

Tom’s Pointers!
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Tails from the Field: Who has the Better Nose?
By Ken Bruwelheide
Fellow Epagneul Breton owner and avid hunter, Mark Hawkinson, invited me for a long day
hunt to central Montana. We had four dogs along for the day: Mark’s Georgie and my three
Daisy, Cassie and Sally. The area we were to hunt is known for pheasants, but Sharptail Grouse
and Hungarian Partridge were also around.
As we approached the Montana block management area from the south we realized that we were ten minutes late. Another vehicle was parked beside the road
and two hunters were crossing the fence. With these hunters were two very
chubby labs that could hardly run and if so, how far? Mark and I felt sorry for
the dogs and what they would be asked to do. To ourselves we wished the
hunters well. The previous week Mark shot three ring necks at this location
with one dog.
We traveled a short distance to the north portion of this block management area where we would hunt. We
put two dogs down, Georgie and Daisy, to hunt a small section of creek
bottom and some CRP grass that was about 18 inches tall. Sharptails were
about but were getting up ahead of the dogs although we did shoot one
bird. In the cattail stream Georgie went on point and Mark took a ring
neck.
During our two hour morning hunt we heard four shots from the
other two hunters with the labs and then they left the area. We took a
snack break for about an hour and decided to work the ground where the
lab hunters had been earlier.
This parcel of land is about one mile east to west and about one half mile
north to south. Through the middle of the lowland is a flowing creek, tall
grass, and cattails surrounded by CRP grass up to 24 inches tall.
During our midday hunt Georgie, Cassie, and Sally found five
pheasants. Our assumption was that those birds were there when the labs came by. We hunted the same
creek bottom and cattails as the earlier hunters and dogs. We love our Epagneul Bretons and their great noses
and boy, can these dogs cover ground!

New Dog Breeds

from: www.outandaboutwithyourdog.com

Irish Water Spaniel + English Springer Spaniel
Irish Springer, a dog fresh and clean as a whistle

Malamute + Pointer
Moot Point, owned by...oh well, it doesn't matter
anyway

Newfoundland + Basset Hound
Newfound Asset Hound, a dog for financial
advisors

Deerhound + Terrier
Derriere, a dog that's true to the end

Bloodhound + Labrador
Blabador, a dog that barks incessantly

Bull Terrier + Shih Tzu
Bull Shih Tzu, a gregarious but unreliable breed
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SOME HIP INFORMATION By Peter Wax
Anyone that is buying or breeding canine athletes owes it to themselves and the breed to become educated on
hip dysplasia. If your breeding or buying an epagneul breton you need to know that according to the
Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) 17.7% [35 of 175] of epagnuel bretons are mildly dysplastic in at
least one hip (Table 1).
TABLE 1. Hip Dysplasia Ranking for Hunting Dogs with at Least 100 Evaluations as Repor ted
by the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) from 1974 through 2014.
ALL YEARS
Number of
BREED
RANK
Evaluation
% Excellent
% Dysplastic
Clumber Spaniel
1
965
3.1
43.1
Sussex Spaniel
2
285
1.8
40.4
Boykin Spaniel
3
3466
2.7
31.5
Spanish Water Dog
4
136
5.9
27.9
Chesapeake Bay Retriever
5
13230
12.8
20
Golden Retriever
6
139411
4.4
19.4
Gordon Setter
7
6266
9.1
18.8
Field Spaniel
8
1105
9.2
17.9
Epagneul Breton
9
175
4.6
17.7
English Setter
10
10834
10.7
15.8
Spinone Italliano
11
1295
18.3
15.6
Curly-Coated Retriever
12
1199
8.6
15.5
Brittany
13
18974
9
14.3
English Springer Spaniel
14
15534
9.1
12.7
Irish Setter
15
11577
9.3
11.8
PudelPointer
16
463
14.9
11.7
Irish Water Spaniel
17
1394
17.4
11.6
Labrador Retriever
18
239208
18.5
11.6
Welsh Water Spaniel
19
2137
15.8
11.3
Wirehaired Viszla
20
139
12.2
10.1
German Wirehaired Pointer
21
4276
16.7
8.9
Weimaraner
22
12430
21.5
8.4
Griffon
24
2208
20.7
8
American water Spaniel
25
781
10.4
7.7
Pointer
26
1681
14.2
7.7
French Spaniel
27
190
18.9
7.4
Small Munsterlander
28
178
16.9
7.3
Vizsla
29
14508
17
6.8
Cocker Spaniel
30
13552
10.9
6.4
English Cocker Spaniel
31
7192
19
5.6
Irish Red & White Setter
32
292
32.2
4.5
Flat-Coated Retriever
33
5796
20.2
4.2
German Shorthaired Pointer
34
16504
26.3
4

Continued on page 6
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Some Hip Information - Continued from page 5
This number improves some if we pick out pups born between 2006 and 2010 to 14.8% or 12 of 81 dogs in the
data base (Table 2) however, any real change is suspect. Such a small group [81] is at risk of being biased by a
single breeder that previews the radiograph results or by a single owners sending in a radiograph for
confirmation of a dysplasia diagnosis. For example, if just 3 individuals [between 2006 and 2010] confirmed a
veterinarian’s diagnostic of dysplasia by sending in a radiograph to OFA they would increase the percent
dysplastic by 4% of the entire population [which coincidentally corresponds to the difference between an
epagneul breton and an American brittany in that same time period].
TABLE 2. Hip Dysplasia Ranking and Per centages for Hunting Dogs Bor n Between 2006
through 2010
Number of
BREED
RANK
Evaluation
% Excellent
% Dysplastic
Clumber Spaniel
1
199
4
36.7
Sussex Spaniel
2
35
8.6
25.7
Boykin Spaniel
3
48
8.3
25
Spanish Water Dog
4
906
5
21.9
Chesapeake Bay Retriever
5
299
25.4
16.4
Golden Retriever
6
81
7.4
14.8
Gordon Setter
7
14480
8.9
13.2
Field Spaniel
8
1365
19.9
13
Epagneul Breton
9
255
12.9
12.9
English Setter
10
149
14.8
10.7
Spinone Italliano
11
514
18.7
9.9
Curly-Coated Retriever
12
1280
19.9
9.6
Brittany
13
195
17.9
8.7
English Springer Spaniel
14
2114
13.7
8.6
Irish Setter
15
458
20.5
8.5
PudelPointer
16
29798
25.3
8
Irish Water Spaniel
17
2156
13.2
7.8
Labrador Retriever
18
891
17.8
7
Welsh Water Spaniel
19
550
20.9
6.4
Wirehaired Viszla
20
102
19.6
5.9
German Wirehaired Pointer
21
72
11.1
5.6
Weimaraner
22
91
40.7
5.5
Griffon
24
1217
28.2
5.3
American water Spaniel
25
1701
13.6
5.1
Pointer
26
292
19.9
5.1
French Spaniel
27
393
21.9
4.8
Small Munsterlander
28
911
28.3
4.7
Vizsla
29
2244
21
4.3
Cocker Spaniel
30
84
17.9
3.6
English Cocker Spaniel
31
915
27.1
3.2
Irish Red & White Setter
32
40
15
2.5
Flat-Coated Retriever
33
55
20
1.8
German Shorthaired Pointer
34
2333
33.1
1.8
Continued on page 7
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Some Hip Information - Continued from page 6
The preponderance of scientific evidence supports the hypothesis that hip dysplasia is a genetic disease. In
plain English this means that dogs with non-normal or dysplastic hips have a greater risk of yielding
offspring with the same and vise versa. So the easy solution is to breed dogs with healthy hips to get rid of
hip dysplasia. Unfortunately, like all really important stuff in my life, breeding for quality hips is
frustrating, complex and humbling. The difficulty lies in the complexity of the genetic and environmental
links (yes plural) that insure the best a breeding program can hope to accomplish is a reduction in the risk
of non-normal hips.
What does this mean to the average puppy buyer? The short answer is, life is full of risks and you need to
weigh the probability of a negative outcome against the reward of a positive one and then take ownership
of it. Individuals that are risk adverse should buy a cat for their spoken or unspoken prophecy of
self-doom will be confirmed with the first non-normal radiograph. However, if you are like me and wake
each morning anticipating another opportunity to train or hunt behind the finest short grass cruiser that
God ever sent down to the third rock from the sun the risk is insignificant. Not because God loves me
[which he does] but because the risk can be balanced with knowledge.
Knowledge [facts, information, and skills acquired by a person through experience or education; the theoretical or practical
understanding of a subject] is power and as dog owners we need to embrace it, drink it, live it; So let us begin a
journey in search of knowledge.
Step one in the journey is to fully embrace the knowledge that no breeder can guarantee that any particular
epagneul breton pup or line will have or yield normal hips. A breeder that tells you he or she can
guarantee a normal hip is attempting to deceive you. There are clever ways to play the sting like: “The
Eye”, “The Gift”, and “Magic Pixy Dust”. The breeder with “The Eye” can see good hips through the
skin more clearly than an orthopedic specialist can with radiograph. I suspect hallucinogens helps the
“Eye”. “The Gift” is when the breeder does not need to test their hips, as he or she has been gifted with
the ability to select dogs that do not carry the hereditary genetic for bad hips. I suspect that some of “The
Gifted” are sincere as they have never tested their pup’s hips and like the “Wise Monkey” they see, hear
and speak no evil.
“Magical Pixy Dust” is referred to in the business as MPD is one of my favorites.
The MPD breeder is actually a wizard who has been given Magical Dust from the
Pixies. This Magical Dust is sprinkled on the food and when pup ingests the dust
it prevents the evil swamp spirits from rotting out the hips. This is one of my
favorites because it is not a simple lie but based on a partial truth as nutrition
plays an important role in good hips. If you enjoy believing in the evil eye,
mystical gifts and pixies please do not let me stop you, but for the rest of you, it
will benefit the breed to always view hip health with a scientific and critical eye.
Step two in our search for hip knowledge is to look to the science of evaluation
and prediction, both in the method(s) and functionality. In the USA there are
two science-based hip evaluation options: (1) The Orthopedic Foundation for
Animals (OFA), and (2) the University of Pennsylvania Hip Improvement Program (PennHIP). They are
different and the results are not directly comparable. The OFA evaluates the adult or young dog for
dysplasia and PennHIP predicts the probability of dysplasia in pups as young as 16 weeks. So in short one
looks at “what is” and the other at “what might be”. After researching both processes for years there is no
Continued on page 8
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Some Hip Information - Continued from page 7
doubt they are both well grounded in the science of animal orthopedic health and they both have
strengths and weaknesses.
So if the science is sound the next step is to identify how useful that science
is to you as an owner or breeder. The “Mission” of the OFA is to promote
the health and welfare of companion animals through a reduction in the
incidence of genetic disease and one of its four primary objectives is to
disseminate information on orthopedic and genetic health. This makes
looking at the strengths and weakness of the data easy. So how does the
epagneul stack up? In short, the relatively small data set does not do a great
job of evaluating overall hip health of the breed. This does not mean that the “breed data” is not useful,
but it might not be as accurate as a much larger data set would be.
The OFA rating system and how it is achieved is easy to understand. A dog must be 24 month old to be
evaluated. Radiographs are taken in standard positions and sent to three different experts, and the
average of the evaluations make up the rating. The ratings, Excellent, Good, Fair, Borderline, Mild,
Moderate, and Severe are also easy to understand. For evaluating the hip health of the individual dog at
2-years of age or older OFA is unquestionably the gold standard. Also since their database is an open
book, it is also an excellent resource for evaluating ancestry and progeny, a very useful and yet often
overlooked tool.
PennHIP is a system of measurements developed by Pennsylvania State University (it is no longer
associated with the University) to identify degenerative hip joint
disease and most importantly to predict at an early age long-term hip
health by measuring joint laxity. The joint laxity is expressed as a
distraction index (DI). The hypothesis is that hips with less laxity are
also less likely to develop hip dysplasia. While there is room for
debate on how linear this relationship is, when combined with a degenerative joint disease evaluation it
is not a bad bet particularly if your scores are near or above the 70TH percentile or in PennHIP language
a DI of ≤ 0.30. The mean DI by breed is calculated and the obvious breeding implication is to breed
dogs with hips that are better than the mean.
(AIS) PennHIP is a for-profit entity. The downside to being for profit is that getting current unbiased
data is difficult and dog specific data impossible. The upside to being a for-profit organization is if they
do not provide an easily understood, scientifically defensible, useful product they will give away.
Overall, PennHIP does a great job but from a breeders perspective it would be useful to be able to track
generations of hip health and the mean DI for any chosen breed. I have included an undated and
unreferenced table of DI scores for various hunting breeds that I copied off a veterinarians webpage
(Table 3). As you can see the American brittanies mean DI is 0.53 and according the CEB-US the
epagneul breton is 0.54 [no difference statistically]. The mean is the correct way to track breed
performance. For predicting hip health at an early age AIS PennHIP is the unchallenged choice.
Additionally, PennHIP results are nearly 100% repeatable and the results are provided digitally usually
within a week of collecting radiographs.

How should a perspective puppy buyer or breeder use this information? First and foremost a buyer
should require that both the dam’s and sire’s hips have been rated normal by either OFA or PennHIP
Continued on page 9
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Some Hip Information - Continued from page 8
and all breeders should be looking at multiple generations both backward and forward when selecting brood
stock. In fact, looking forward (pups produced)
might actually be the more important data as
Table 3. Breeds for which PennHIP
(DI)
there are dogs with good hips that yield puppies Screening is Recommended (Note this ta- Distraction
with abnormal hips. This inconsistent “carrier” ble is not referenced and out of date)
Index Mean
0.57
type response is one of the many reasons eradi- American Cocker Spaniel
cation of the disease from a breed or line is so
American Water Spaniel
0.50
difficult.
Boykin Spaniel
0.64
Purchasers of hunting puppies should look to
Braque de Bourbonnais
0.49
the websites of breeders for the OFA or
Brittany
0.53
PennHIP hip scores as a screening tool while
evaluating sires and dams likely to produce a
Chesapeake Bay Retriever
0.52
pup with the kind of temperament and physical Clumber Spaniel
0.72
abilities desired [These are the hard targets].
English Cocker Spaniel
0.56
Once that perfect breeding is found between
English Pointer
0.49
parents with healthy hips, put your money
down and get in line for a pup. Get a hip
English Setter
0.58
warranty if that is important. Now you have
English Shepherd
0.50
done all you can so when your pup comes
0.50
home forget about the hips and love him, train English Springer Spaniel
him, hunt him, for it is an acknowledged fact
Field Spaniel
0.68
that a puppy is real magic.
Flat-Coated Retriever
0.48
German Wirehaired Pointer

0.41

Golden Retriever

0.55

Gordon Setter

0.51

Irish Setter

0.46

Irish Water Spaniel

0.48

Labradoodle Cross

0.53

Labrador Retriever

0.49

Llewellin Setter

0.57

Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever

0.51

Portuguese Water Dog

0.56

Small Munsterlander

0.43

Spanish Water Dog

0.59

Spinone Italiano

0.50

Vizsla

0.43

Weimaraner

0.41

Welsh Springer Spaniel

0.50
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Skunk Dog by Sherry Niesar
Early season duck hunting offers some perks, warm temperatures, inexperienced ducts, and positive introduction
to waterfowl hunting for a young dog. To take advantage of the duck season, I spent Wednesday doing some
scouting for a duck shoot location this coming weekend, at the request of my absentee husband. Having not
been to our duck pond this year, I didn’t know what to expect.
The trip out to a series of prairie potholes known to the locals as “sloughs” proved fruitful. I not only found a
profusion of ducks and Canada geese, but the quarter mile hike to the pond is potential sharp tailed grouse
habitat. The rolling hills are punctuated with native grass and patches of
buck brush.
Walking down to the duck pond, I avoided numerous badger holes, I’ve
learned to fall without injury over the years. The first two ponds were
dry or just mud with cattails encircling them. The third pond
contained water to the outer edge with a few ducks in the center. The
ducks were safe where they sat.
The forth pond was large and full of waterfowl. Just walking around the
south end of the pond was enough disturbance to get the birds airborne.
Crouching down in the brush, I shot at ducks for 45 minutes,
occasionally changing locations to keep them in the air. Blue, my young
dog loves the duck game. He alternately swam after the rafts of ducks or
was sent on a series of retrieves when my shots connected. Fearing I’d
be late getting back to Bismarck for my evening responsibilities, Blue and Blue did not care that he smelled of
skunk!
I reluctantly headed back to the vehicle with a few ducks in the game bag.
Still hopeful for a grouse, we hunted our way back. Blue went on point at the edge of a wetland. Though
marginal pheasant country, you can still find them here. Honoring his point, I walked over to make the flush, but
instead of the colorful chicken, I see white in a field of black fur. Quickly, I pull Blue off, but not before his two
attempts to pounce on the beast and receive powerful bursts from the Persian mink’s scent gland. Blue rolled
around on the ground for a while, then happy with the results, we continued our trip back to the vehicle.
It was a long ride home with windows open. I shared my sandwich with Blue, after all he had worked hard for
my ducks. The skunk scent didn’t linger too long in my car, thanks to a product called Febreeze. Blue took a
little longer to be odor free. After several baths of our special
de-skunk solution, he smelled acceptable. While dogs love to
swim in a pond, they seldom love a bath at home.
Our weekend duck hunt was successful. It was extra special
because our college boy, Nick made the trek home to hunt
ducks with his aging parents. Pete walked to one side of pond
sending ducks my way and then I would move returning the
favor. Blue and Belle retrieved many ducks. The weather was
not very warm for early October. But the ducks were plentiful
and not very wise to hunters and Blue did not mind the cooler
temperatures of the day unlike me who was chilled to bone by
the end of the hunt.
Our spoils from the day
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Reader Adventures
Kit, a 5 1/2 month old
puppy, Kit, with her first
pheasant. We were
hunting in SD. Submitted
by Keith Beseke

Gage & Ellie with hard earned Shaprtail
Grouse. Submitted by Kim Bartells

Gila and Bandy (tricolor).
This is with our first wild
chukar. Gila poi nted and
Bandy honored on this
bird, with Gila retrieving.
The dogs and I harvested
three on the hunt.
Submitted by Todd and
Kaylen Lehner

Here's a shot of Bash
at the NAVHDA Hunt
Test weekend before
last. He's looking all
business like.
Submitted by Jim &
Fatmi Anders
Michelle (12 1/2) on right and
Avene (10) on left. They want birds
all day long. Submitted by Larry
Ellison

Continued on page12
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Reader Adventures

Cinder

Beya

A pheasant hunt near Sidney MT. And
then here is one of Beya
proudly by her 1st goose out of the
water on opening weekend of
waterfowl. It was a 10 minute
retrieve as the goose was only winged
and gave her a great battle in the
water. Beya is only 38lbs!
Submitted by Joe Liebel
Cinder

9 week old Luken (Luke) de la
Source d'Hannahatchee with
owner Joe Esiaguirre of
Fairbanks Alaska. Luke is
planning to be a Falconer.
Submitted by Jackie Hutwagner

A wind-blown hunter in
North Dakota with
Bridget De L'Escarbot
and son Etoc De
L'Escarbot and Trainer
and owner John
Mooney. Hunting in
North Dakota fall 2015.
Submitted by John
Mooney

The look when I tell them
we won't be able to go
hunting this weekend.
Submitted by Bob Clayton

Hurley goofing off.
Submitted by Fred Overby

Continued on page 13
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Reader Adventures

Fred and friends in Minnesota fall
splendor. Top Left
John Morris, Kelly Brown and Fred
Overby admire a day's work with Griz
and Jules. Top Right
Julette pauses in the Minnesota
woods. Left
Casey and Ithaca and his first grouse.
Bottom Right
Submitted by Fred Overby

An excellent point.
Submitted by Ken &
Janis Bruwelheide

Coca Cola.
Submitted by Jackie Hutwagner

Continued on page 14

Page 14

Reader Adventures

Dave Flynn’s young pup. Submitted by Dave
Flynn

Ginger with a limit of sharptails and bonus
pheasant. Submitted by Carl Anderson
Jorge 21 month old EB working up at Hunter Payne's
gun dog development grounds near Dayton, Tennessee.
Submitted by Larry Ellison

Légende de la source d'Hannahatchee running
. Submitted by Jackie Hutwagner

Gallant Thor. Submitted by Jackie Hutwagner

Continued on page 15
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Reader Adventures
Hunting Montana

Photos and Text by Richard York

My brothers and I had an opportunity to stay at the Hyalite Kennel’s cabin two weeks in November to hunt
pheasant, sharptail grouse, Hungarian Partridge. We brought 11 dogs, 10 of which were French Brittanies
and my German Drahthaar TEX aka The General! Just a great bird dog. The birds had been pressured for
two months before our arrival and were very wary. Most flushed early and out of range. We were able to
get some good dog work at times, but more importantly we had some young dogs that really showed
improvement, and older dogs that polished their skills.

Just for fun!
A well coordinated
pack.
Submitted by Ken
and Janis
Bruwelheide

Le Roi Louis de
Hannahatchee
of New York
City.
Submitted by
Jackie
Hutwagner
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Breeders
Coteau Kennel
Pete Wax & Sherry Niesar
sniesar@msn.com
701-222-8940
www.coteaukennel.com

Hyalite Kennel
Butch Nelson & Karen Paugh
406-567-4200
hyaliteknls@yahoo.com
www.hyalitekennels.com

Topperlyn Gun Dogs
Lynda Kieres
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com

Hannahatchee Kennel
Jackie Hutwagner
770.883.8360
hutwag@gmail.com

Pataula Power French Brittanys
Fred Overby
406-209-0006
foverby@bellsouth.net

Auburn Bretons
Bob Clayton
206-852-8333
bobclayton2003@yahoo.com
www.auburnbretons.com

Stud Dogs
1. NBOB 2XTR Brique De L'Ardour
Hip Rating - A ( France)
2. TR GUN F'Nat du mas d'Pataula
("Pride") TAN
Hip Rating- Good - OFA
3. GUN Griz du mas Pataula TAN
Hips OFA-Good
Fred Overby
406-209-0006 (after business hours, please)
foverby@bellsouth.net
GRCHF CH Gallant Thor Sur Le Delavan TAN
Hip Rating - OFA Good
Jackie Hugwagner
770-883-8360
hutwag@gmail.com

1. NBOB GRCH Beau de l’Hospitalier
Hips – “A” – Belgium
2. 2XTR CH TopperLyn D’Artagnan
Hips – OFA “Good”
Live coverage &
artificial insemination on both dogs.
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com
Just Perfect Du Auburn Bretons
NAVHDA NA Prize 1, 112 Points
Penn Hip Lt: 0.46, Rt: 0.42
Sherry Niesar
701-527-3714
www.coteaukennel.com
sniesar@outlook.com

The Breeders and Stud Dog List is available to all paid members. If you are not a member, complete
the membership form and send it to Fred Overby, Club Treasurer. Only Breeding Kennels/Breeders
who raise UKC registered Epagneul Bretons will be listed in this Whoa Post column. The Whoa Post is
sent directly to over 100 email addresses and posted on line on the club web site and Face Book page.
Provide your information to sniesar@outlook.com.
To be listed in this column, pay your membership and provide the following information.

Breeders:

Stud Dog Listing:

Name of Kennel and/or Breeder
Contact Name
Contact Phone
Contact Email
Website

Name of Stud Dog
Hip Rating (OFA or Penn Hip)
Contact Name
Contact Phone
Contact Email
Website
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Up Coming Events
December 5 & 6, 2015
Georgia Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club – EB Only - Field
Trial Wild, TAN (Quail)
Quincy, FL
Lori Hutwagner, lhutwagner@gmail.com 770-833-4585
December 19 & 20, 2015
Cumberland Mountains Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club Field
Trial Liberated, TAN
Spring City, TN
Jackie Hutwagner, hutwag@gmail.com, 770-883-8360
January 9 & 10, 2016
Georgia Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club - Field Trial Liberated, TAN (Quail)
Pine Mountain, GA
Lori Hutwagner, lhutwagner@gmail.com 770-833-4585
January 16 & 17, 2016
Natchez Trace Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club Field Trial
Liberated, TAN (Quail)
Spring City, TN
Jackie Hutwagner, hutwag@gmail.com, 770-883-8360
February 6 & 7, 2016
Natchez Trace Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club The Léon Le
Louët Memorial Woodcock Wild Trial (Woodcock)
Sherburne Wildlife Management Area, LA
Jackie Hutwagner, hutwag@gmail.com, 770-883-8360

February 13 & 14, 2016
HPEBGDC Field Trial - Liberated and TAN (Quail)
Bloomfield, IA
Clint LaFary- (309) 231-8868 / surledelavankennel@gmail.com
March 5,6 & 7, 2016
Midwest EBGDC Field Trial – Wild, Liberated & TAN
(Pheasant & Quail)
Coon Rapids, IA
Royce Stangl avad@iowatelecom.net
March 9, 10 & 12, 2016
CEB-US Field Trial - EB Only - Wild, Liberated & TAN
(Pheasant & Quail)
Wapello, Iowa
Randy Meester Rjm73@me.com 563-529-0558
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Recipe: Pheasant Strips by Sherry Niesar
Note: This recipe can be used with any type of bird including
pheasant, grouse, partridge or chicken.
Ingredients:






Marinade: Italian dressing or: 1 cup olive oil, 1/3 cup vinegar
(white or apple cider), and 3 Tbs of Mrs. Dash no salt seasoning
(feel free the substitute you own special blend of spices)
Breasts from 4 birds-boned and cut into 1/4-1/2 inch strips
across the grain
1 cup flour
Enough olive oil for 1/2 inch in the bottom of cast iron fry pan.

Marinade for 30 minutes.
Drain marinade from strips of meat. Fill bowl or Ziploc bag with flour. Place meat strips in flour and thoroughly
coat. Heat olive oil in fry pan. Place coated pheasant strips in oil and cook till golden brown. Be careful not to
get oil too hot as pheasant will burn instead of brown. Remove from pan to plate with paper towel to remove
excess oil. Repeat until all pheasant strips are cooked.
Serve with your choice of dipping sauce.
Do you have a recipe to share with the membership? Please send it to
Sherry Niesar, Whoa Post editor at sniesar@outlook.com

Corn Oil
One tablespoon of corn oil provides 7.24 grams of omega-6 as well as 0.16 gram of omega-3 fatty
acids. Because corn oil, either already in your dog’s food or added as a supplement, contains both
essential fatty acids, it becomes a way to provide both of these to his diet. However, it is important
to note that that same tablespoon of corn oil contains 120.2 calories and contributes to his total
calorie count. The calories from the corn oil need to be considered when creating a balanced diet.
One downside to corn is that it, along with chicken, beef, lamb, soy, wheat, egg and dairy products,
is a common food allergen for dogs. If your dog has itchy skin, hives, hair loss, hotspots or persistent ear infections, a food allergy may be to blame. Consult with a veterinarian about an elimination diet to
determine if the dog has an allergy to corn. These allergies can develop even after years of eating a particular
food.
Adding corn to your dogs diet can provide them with extra energy/calories during the hunting season. It has also
been shown to improve scenting in hunting and tracking dogs. If weight is an issue, other supplements, like fish
oil, are available to increase the amount of essential fatty acids in the diet. If you do decide to add corn oil to
your dogs diet, add gradually increasing the volume up to 1-2 tablespoons so your dogs digestive system is not
shocked resulting in unpleasant consequences.
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Renew Your Membership
Membership to the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club is due at the beginning of each January.
Each of the club’s members are an important component to the club, adding to the newsletter with
articles and photographs and at the clubs annual field trial. If you are not a member, then consider
becoming a member. Aside from becoming a part of a group of talented, friendly and likeminded dog
owners, members:








Receive the Whoa Post
Are eligible to place ads in the Marketplace at no charge
List Breeder and Stud Dog information
(newsletter and web site) at no charge
Foxie Says:
Have access to dog training professionals
Please renew your
and mentors
membership to the
Receive advance notice of special events
Big Sky Club. The
Have opportunity to participate in UKC
form is below.
Thanks!
sanctioned field trials
Join a fellowship of like minded
individuals

Membership is open to all individuals. Membership fee is
$20 - individuals or $30 - family per year.
Please take a few moments to complete the Membership Form
below and return to Treasurer, Fred Overby at:
Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club
Fred Overby c/o Overby Law Office
101 E. Main Street, Suite C
Bozeman, MT 59715

Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club Membership Form
Name_______________________________________________ 2nd Family Member ______________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone __________________________________________ Email ___________________________________________

Membership Category $20 Individual Member ship _____ $30 Family Member ship _____

Make Check out to: Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun DogClub
Return form & dues to: Fred Overby c/o Overby Law Office, 101 E. Main Street, Suite C, Bozeman, MT 59715
Send General Correspondence to: Kenneth Bruwelheide,1406 Robin Lane, Bozeman, MT 59715

