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I spent this past weekend at Lake Metigoshe Sate Park in the Turtle Mountains of
North Dakota. I use the term mountains loosely. I was part of the instructor team
for the annual winter BOW (Becoming an Outdoors Woman). The weekend was
warm by North Dakota Standards (30 to 40 degrees) with a lively group of women
from 20 years of age to almost 70 and from just about every walk of life you can
imagine. It made for very lively and interesting discussion at meal times. We were
fed by a couple of seasoned ladies that know how to cook. Not school lunches
with no desert and all vegetables, but real food to keep you fueled up for the
weekend. Saturday, I had a break in the afternoon and took a hike around the lake.
The view was beautiful and while deer abound in the area, I did not see any. The
show was too crusty for me to make a quiet approach and they moved out quickly
ahead of my path. The only wildlife I did see was an Eastern Chipmunk. He was
moving along the snow and realized there was a person so he froze, long enough
for me to get a few pictures. I felt so bad for startling him, I moved on before he
ran away.
That morning I was greeted by one of the ice fishing instructors and his dog on my
way to breakfast. The dog greeting me with a low growl and sideways glance. He
was a neutered Springer. Our neighbor and veterinarian said one of the dogs
mostly likely to bite you is a springer. The owner says, "He just makes that noise,
he’s really friendly.” Sure. All dogs bite, even the friendly ones. After a bit of back
and forth discussion, the owner did come over and grab his dog. I’m glad, because
at the very best I would have ended up with ripped pants and at the worse, a bite
somewhere. Not a good way to start the day.
As we age, hopefully we learn a little a long the way. My first dog was an English
Cocker. He was beautiful, a great hunter and a biter. We were very
inexperienced and didn’t know better. Today, we would address the issue. If you
have a growler or biter (even some times), take some time to learn how to address
the issue and train your dog. Life is too short to worry if or when your dog will bite
someone .
Sherry Niesar
Whoa Post Editor
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Ask Butch by Butch Nelson
Butch: Do you do de-snaking at your place in Montana if we make prearrangements with you? We're
planning to be in Montana this summer and have two pups who need the de-snaking. Also, at what altitude in
Montana do you not have to worry about rattle snakes anymore? Keith

Keith...It's only February but I've already scheduled three Montana clinics and a number of concerned phone
calls. So to answer a couple of your questions will be easy.
Do we privately do snake avoidance here at our place? Yes, and quite often but we do need advance notice as
I need to have help. With my wife's new job it should open up more time. I will ask her first though.
At what altitude can you find rattle snakes? I'm not sure, honestly. I know of a dog that was bitten and died
at four thousand feet on November 23rd with four inches of snow. The place I gets snakes has ten dens at six
thousand feet. Early and late in the season you will find rattlers on south facing slopes so try and avoid those
areas. In the dead of summer you can find them anywhere. Avoid hay fields and worse if those fields are
irrigated. In extremely hot evenings stay away from rivers, creeks and ponds; that's where they go to stay cool
and feed.
Hope this helps you. Call me or Karen and we'll surely help you...Butch

Put Butch’s many years of experience to work for you. Don’t be shy and if you want your name left off
we can make the questions anonymous. Send you questions to: Butch Nelson, PO Box 858, Denton,
MT 59430 or hyaliteknls@yahoo.com
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Another Montana Hunting Season in the
Books
by Parker Heinlein, Bozeman Chronicle columnist
Reprinted with permission from the Bozeman Daily Chronicle, December 31, 2015

I was ready to be done.
Put the guns away.
Rest my weary bones.
I’ve been hunting since September.
Back then it was easy. Crawl out of bed at dark-thirty. Get dressed. Heat the coffee. Load the dogs in the
truck and hunt for a couple of hours before it got hot.
The easy hunting lasted into November, but the seasons didn’t really change until recently. Now it’s winter.
The high today is supposed to be in the mid teens. It’s snowing.
The appeal of the warm house is undeniable.
But there are only a few days left and I owe it to the dogs—especially Jem—to hunt until the end of the
season.
This is his time of year. He’s a bulldog in thick cover, plowing through the cattails and reeds without
hesitation. And when it’s cold, like it is now, the birds are in the thickest cover. He and I are also the same
age this season—63. You might guess it to look at me, but you’d never suspect it of Jem. After nine-plus
years, he still looks like a puppy. I had thought by now that our paths would intersect, that he would slow
down more than me and I’d finally be able to keep up with him.
It didn’t happen until yesterday and that may have been a fluke. Earlier in the year, especially hunting the
short grass, Jem was his old self. While Ace quartered a few yards in front of me, Jem covered the prairie
from horizon to horizon.
He’s not a fast dog. He simply moves at a steady lope, never tires, and won’t quit until I put him back in the
truck.
However, as much as he loves the wide open spaces, it’s in the close quarters where he really shines. Jem
doesn’t avoid the heavy cover like a lot of dogs do. He dives into it. And if I stay on the outside, I can keep
up.
Especially if I haven’t trimmed the hair on his feet and he has to stop and chew at the ice balls growing there
every few minutes while I catch up.
Next year, when he’s 10—70 in dogs years. I may be able to keep pace while we hunt the short grass. But I
doubt it. He shows no signs of slowing down and I’m sure not getting any faster.
So I’ll take advantage of the wintry conditions and hunt him these last few days.
In thick cover.
With ice on his feet.

It’s still the only way I can keep up.
Continued on page 4
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The Epagneul Breton Foundation
Most of us are aware that during 2015 we lost two men who were
friends to many of us and great supporters of the Epagneul Breton
breed. Peter Ward and Wallace Huey were involved in CEB-US as
well as their respective regional clubs. They were the catalysts in
establishing the Epagneul Breton Foundation, Inc. The purpose of
the foundation is to support the advancement of the breed for
educational, scientific, and charitable purposes.
To view a complete overview of the foundation please visit the link
at end of this piece. Thank you to Linda Rice for her assistance in
developing this website.
http://www.epagneulbretonfoundation.org/

Another Hunting Season - Continued from Page 3
About Parker Heinlein by Ken Bruwelheide
Parker has lived in Montana since he was 18 years old and has worked with outfitters as a hunting and fishing
guide. He has been an outdoor journalist and is now retired to rural Montana where he enjoys all
outdoor activities and contributes a regular column to the Bozeman Daily Chronicle newspaper. The article
below is reprinted for one time use with Parker’s gracious permission. Parker’s column expressed the feelings
of many of us when bird hunting season ended.

Photo provided by Jackie Hutwagner
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2016 Wish List by Pete Wax
January 2nd is beautiful as sunshine covers and light
winds blow over a soft blanket of fresh snow. The
brand new world lay before me and my dogs like a
banquet table with Butch Creek as the center runner
separating two miles of wheat stubble. On the
ground before me are two dogs, one black one
brown. The black one is the finest short grass cruiser
I have ever known and the brown a tried and true
pocket scrounger. A better combination for upland
birds has never graced the North Dakota prairie. We
are on the ground a full hour before making the first
covey of Hungarians. It is a large consolidated horde,
that lifts as one more than 100 yards ahead but the
second and third coveys are smaller tribes and we pursue them to see if either will make a late season error.
They do not, and an hour later we were crossing Butch’s Creek again. Half way across I break though.
Butch’s Creek is surprisingly deep and cold in January.
On the bank I take off one boot at a time, pour out a little of Butch, than ring out my sock while hopping
on one foot. Once both boots are back on I pull the cleaning rod from its hidden pocket and run a rag
through both barrels of the Spanish double, reassemble, reload and head in the general direction of the
truck. Even before I strike out I can feel a lump beginning to swell on my left shin, but in honor of Jack
Lambert I leave my skirt off and keep on hunting.
The next stop is 480 acres of tall stubble that yields a single wild grouse. The
third stubble field gives us a tight holding rooster and another wild covey of
Hungarians that fly into the next county. Heading home with one pheasant I
stop at Butch’s Creek again and drop the 18 month old pup into the same 1200
plus acres of wheat stubble we hunted earlier. The pup picks up a rooster trail in
the first hundred yards. Young and confident, the pup pushes the rooster until it
flushes wild. It is not a particularly old or wise rooster as it comes back right
over me and I shoot him like a bluebill on a pass. Nearly two hours later we are
closing the three mile loop when the pup points a covey of nine Hungarian partridge on the edge of Butch’s Creek. They flushed at 30 plus yards and I miss an
easy crosser, a quick follow up shot drops the last bird as the covey crosses the far bank and into next year.
January 3rd, 5:25 a.m. I roll over and tap the alarm before it goes off. Then swing my legs out of bed but I
cannot stand on the left one. Letting dogs out is a challenge as I drag the left leg around. After the second
trip up the stairs I finally sit down and pull up the pajama and I am greeted with a green and purple lump
just below the knee about the same shape, size, and texture of a half tennis ball. My better half looks over
my shoulder and asked “is that the bone?” It is not bone I reassure her, but instead of going hunting I put
on a skirt and resign the last day of the hunting season to playing couch quarterback. Moping and
grumbling I hope the spirit of Mr. Lambert does not find me. I am not much of a couch guy so long
Continued on page 6
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Wish List - Continued from page 5
before the first half of the first game of the day is over I open the attic door of my
mind, dust away a few cobwebs and begin composing my annual Wish List.
Wish Number 1: More hunter education opportunities. Not sure why this comes to
mind as both my kids are seasoned hunters but maybe it is a subconscious desire to
give back … I need to spend a little more time in my minds attic kicking out those
altruistic tendencies.
Wish Number 2: More Public Lands Open To Sportsman (PLOTS). More and
more of North Dakota is getting posted up and worse yet leased. I would hunt even
if there was no game but I cannot hunt without land to walk on.
Wish Number 3: Start the upland bird season on September 1. In North Dakota we
lose between 7 and 12 days of hunting each year by beginning the season on the second full weekend of September. This is based on tradition not science and we need to let the wildlife managers
use science to set the season not tradition.
Wish Number 4: Extend the pheasant season to January 31 (See wish number 3).
Wish Number 5: Shoot a Cougar. A fair number of North Dakota
residents believe that the Game & Fish Department secretly stocks
cougars. I personally do not believe it as where would they get a cougar
from? Google Shop? Amazon? But if they are stocking I would
appreciate knowing the location so I could at least see a cougar track.
Wish Number 6: Have a place to train my dog. There are public lands
set aside and managed for fishing, hunting, camping, horseback riding,
bicycling, hiking, remote control airplane flying, dirt bike and ATV
off-roading, but nothing for dog training. It appears that trained
hunting dogs are discriminated against in North Dakota.
Wish Number 7: That my shin heals sooner not later and that the giant hematoma does not need to be drained
which hurts so much right now a needle in it might just kill me.
Wish Number 8: I wish duck managers would stop killing Russian olives and other high quality winter habitat
without being required to replace it with native species like buffalo berry, choke cherry or hawthorn. Russian
olives might not be native and some of the biggest specimens provide perches for raptures but winter survival is
the name of the game here and Russian olives provide wind shelter, cover from predators and food. Ever notice
that the pheasants, grouse and partridge are always under the Russian olive bush…maybe they know a thing or
two about surviving the winter.
Wish Number 9: Strong fur prices to encourage predator control and provide some cash to the farm kids.
Wish Number 10: May God Bless your 2016 with friends, family, health, peace, time, a good upland hatch and
puppies.
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Before Puppy Arrives By Peter Wax
Before your puppy comes home you should prepare a safe and healthy
environment for him or her to live in. Things to consider are where the pup
will eat, sleep, spend the day, and defecate. An 8-week old French Brittany
cannot survive cold temperatures without a heat source and protection from
the elements and an adult cannot survive freezing much less sub-zero
temperatures without adequate shelter and insulation. So if you are planning
on keeping your pup outdoors for extended periods of time you will either
need to make appropriate accommodation or find a different breed.
I do not believe you can freeze an adult Labrador or Chesapeake Bay retriever
to death as long as you give them protection in the form of a dog house full
of straw or similar housing but here in North Dakota, adult short and
fine-haired hunting dogs are frozen to death on the cement floor of the
garage every winter. As one shorthaired pointer owner’s 8 and 10 year old children found out one morning a nylon rug in the garage does not cut it - but at least there were no hairs in the house.
A chain-link fence (tight to the ground) or a chain-link run of twelve feet length or more on a cement pad
are safe places to go to the bathroom and hang out for your puppy, if neither of these are possible, your pup
will do fine on a chain or wire tie out for monitored periods of time as long as there is shade and water in the
summer and appropriate shelter in the winter.
A nylon or cotton rope is not appropriate material to tie out a puppy with, as eventually pup will learn to
chew free. A lesson that once learned is impossible to unlearn and now you will have a life time of trouble
when it comes to leashes, check cords and even safety-belts in your vehicle which cost $175.00 and up,
installed.
Additionally, a bored puppy in your back yard is a mischievous menace of unlimited proportion. A bored 6
month old French Brittany pup left to his or her own devices in an open backyard can dig a hundred holes
(some over two feet deep and three long), escape a five foot chain-linked fence, destroy the garden, eat a garden hose and disturb the entire neighborhood with barking. You will reinforce all of these behaviors when
you finally return home and show attention for the wonderful things he or she has learned. So while a
fenced-in backyard is a great place to hangout and potty it should not be used as puppy daycare or your pup
will learn to turn it into a puppy circus of misery.
If your pup is going to be a housedog “the best kind of dog in my
opinion”, your most important purchase will be a small kennel that will be
replaced as your puppy grows. If you are getting your pup by airplane the
kennel it comes in will work for a while. If you do not want to purchase
multiple kennels a cardboard box too tall for pup to jump out of will
function for the first couple weeks.
Initially the kennel needs to be small enough so that if pup soils it he or
she cannot escape its own mess. This trains the pup to hold it when in the
kennel and trains you to quickly run your pup outside whenever you get
them, both of which aid in house breaking.

Continued on page 8
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Before Puppy Arrives - Continued from page 7
As your pup grows and even after being house broke you should continue to have pup stay in the kennel for
extended periods of time so that it becomes a safe and familiar place to stay and retreat into. Never use the
kennel for punishment but instead use it to keep pup from being a nuisance when entertaining guests, at night
to sleep, when you run to the store, go to work, or to escape into when he or she reaches sensory over load.
A dog that is well conditioned to the kennel as a pup will be easily kennel broke later on and a better
companion overall. If done right your pup should think of the kennel as “theirs” and retreat into it for safety,
to rest, and eventually on command.
Before puppy arrives you should have talked with the breeder and
have on hand a small amount of the same type chow the breeder is
feeding. Most breeders provide a few days to a week’s worth of
pups usual chow. It is not required to feed the same food as the
breeder but it is easier on the pup’s digestive system to keep them
on familiar chow for a few days after arriving and to gradually
change to your preferred chow by mixing.
I would suggest purchasing a separate spill proof food and
watering dish if you plan to feed on a schedule or a self feeder and
self watering system if you plan to feed on demand. Get an adult There are many brands of dog food. Pick
one that is the same or similar to what the
sized food and water dish as your pup will quickly out grow
anything designed for a puppy. We use a self feeding and watering breeder is feeding.
system so our dogs can eat and drink whenever they like.
While feeding and watering on demand is convenient it deprives you of a trainable moment. Many successful
trainers use feeding as a powerful training time so this decision should not be based on convenience alone.
While feeding can be a training tool your pup should always have access to a supply of clean fresh water.
Before your puppy arrives you should purchase a small collar with your name, address and telephone number
on it and a light leash. You will find the setup invaluable for taking your puppy out to do his or her business
on the way home as well as other activities once you get home.
You should also schedule a trip to your local veterinarian in the first week or two for a complete physical and
to make arrangements for the next set of booster shots, worming and anything else
suggested by your local animal physician. While no puppy leaves our kennel without
having a physical and all shots and worming up to date there is added reassurance and
comfort when your own doctor affirms this. Additionally, your area of the country might
have different laws and health concerns then North Dakota that should be addressed at
this time or in the near future.
Having taken care of all this in advance will allow you plenty of uninterrupted free time to
play with and enjoy the experience of a new puppy. As Gene Hill said “Whoever wrote you cannot buy
happiness, forgot about little puppies”.

“Don't make the mistake of treating your dogs like humans,
or they'll treat you like dogs.”
Martha Scott
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Do Dogs Have a Religion? By Sherry Niesar
30 years ago this June I married a Catholic boy at a Methodist Church in Minot, ND. Neither set of
parents were thrilled with the mixed religion marriage. The church building we were married in was
destroyed in the 2011 flood, but the church still survives in another location. We are only a few
weeks into lent but this season has the ability to make one reflect on faith and the world around us.
Recently, our dog Thorn, had a litter of pups. It was a small litter with complications and medical
anomalies but in the end, the mother and pups came out of it just fine. The litter only produced two
puppies. Our list of folks interested in a pup was much longer and so I went about the task of
contacting each of them, offering information as I knew it and directing them to another possible
litter. I felt bad that they all couldn’t receive a pup and in keeping with my Lenten thoughts because
all were good people. On our list of folks was a Protestant Minister and a Catholic Priest. This got
me thinking about dogs and wondering, “Do dogs have religion?”
Religion is defined by Wikapedia as a cultural system of behaviors and practices, world views, ethics, and social
organization that relate humanity to an order of existence. About 84% of the world's population is affiliated with one
of the five largest religions, namely Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism or folk religion.
Rather than capitalize on the differences between religions, I think there is enough common ground.
Religious politics aside, we believe in God, Jesus Christ, or a higher being , strive to do good, and
follow their god’s teachings. Mostly, they seek to do good. Whether if be though ministry of
teaching the gospel, helping others, making those around them better people, or educating others
there is much good work to be done.
So where do the dogs fit in? As part of a “mixed” marriage, I have felt the tug, a gentle pull on each
side of the fence. We’ve managed to strike a balance through careful negotiation and some knock
down battles, all in the name of family unity. But dogs, what negotiation skills do they have?
Actually, dogs are the great peacemakers. They have a way of
calming us when we are anxious. Just take a look at all the
therapy dogs in nursing homes and other facilities. I recently
watched a television show on a woman who had an anxiety
disorder. She had a great dane that was her therapy dog and
would sense when she would get a panic attack and lay on top of
her to calm her. It was an amazing process. Other dogs have
been trained to detect when diabetics sugar levels are not normal
and remind them to take their medication or get help.

Therapy dogs come in all sizes.
This is Marty and he visits nursing
homes.

Our dogs are not trained therapy dogs. They are hunting dogs
and companion dogs. Each brings a special gift to the table.
While excellent hunters, they also have special gifts. Foxie is one
of the best mother dogs that I have every witnessed. Totally
unselfish with the pups, she knows that her job is to the pups
alone. Foxie is also the calm in the storm. The other dogs in the
house could be going wild because the mail man is walking up the
driveway, Foxie is calm. That is her gift.
Continued on page 10
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Do Dogs have…- Continued form page 9
Belle is our healer. If you are sick or injured, Belle will
not leave your side. I had surgery a couple of years
back and when I returned home, she layed in bed with
me until I was well, always offering me comfort. Belle
is my dog, but offers her services to anyone in the
house.
Zeus, our Champion, is a champion in many ways.
One of the smartest dogs we’ve ever owned, he has the
ability to know when someone needs attention. I’ve
witnessed it on many occasions. Joe, my father in law,
visits from time to time spending a few days with us.
Zeus, Foxie and Belle (left to right)
Sometimes he is a little lost with all the commotion of
our household. Zeus will sense this and jump on the
couch next to Joe and lean against him. Joe will reach over and put his arm around Zeus gathering
strength from the old dog. My mother, who was not really a dog person stayed with us for about 6
weeks a few years back when she and my father lost their home to a flood. She we hurting and Zeus
sensed this. She would sit in a chair and Zeus would position himself so she could reach down and
stroke his fur. This simple action was the start to reclaiming her life and moving forward.
We also have two young dogs, Blue and Thorn. I’m not sure what their special gifts are yet, but I
know they are happy dogs that live to find us birds and bring us joy. Blue and Thorn are perpetually
happy so when you’ve had an exceptionally bad day, just to sit down and watch their antics is enough
to put you in a better place.
So back to my original statement, “Do dogs have a religion?” I would say they do not, nor do they
care what religion their owners practice, but they do have special gifts to share and make those around
them better. And you will be better for having a dog if you see their gifts.

Waterfowl Migration Facts from ducks.org
Mass Migration - Severe weather will occasionally trigger a mass migration of waterfowl
known as a grand passage. In early November 1995, millions of migrating ducks and
geese jammed radar systems and grounded flights in Omaha, Nebraska, and Kansas City,
Missouri, following a severe blizzard in the Prairie Pothole Region .
Cruise Control - Most waterfowl fly at speeds of 40 to 60 mph, with many species averaging roughly 50
mph. With a 50 mph tail wind, migrating mallards are capable of traveling 800 miles during an eight-hour
flight. Studies of duck energetics show that a mallard needs to feed and rest for three to seven days to
replenish the energy expended during this eight-hour journey.
High Altitude - Ducks usually migrate at an altitude of 200 to 4,000 feet but are capable of reaching much
greater heights. A jet plane over Nevada struck a mallard at an altitude of 21,000 feet - the highest
documented flight by North American waterfowl. And a 1954 climbing expedition to Mount Everest found a
pintail skeleton at an elevation of 16,400 feet.
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From our Readers

Cassie and Sally
Photo by Janis Bruweleheide

Cody & Little Gypsy Davis.
Photo submitted by Glenn Davis
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Reader Photographs

Cinder

Photos Provided by Ray Peres, Jackie Hutwagner, Richard York, and Larry Ellison,
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Breeders
Coteau Kennel
Pete Wax & Sherry Niesar
sniesar@msn.com
701-222-8940
www.coteaukennel.com

Hyalite Kennel
Butch Nelson & Karen Paugh
406-567-4200
hyaliteknls@yahoo.com
www.hyalitekennels.com

Topperlyn Gun Dogs
Lynda Kieres
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com

Hannahatchee Kennel
Jackie Hutwagner
770.883.8360
hutwag@gmail.com

Pataula Power French Brittanys
Fred Overby
406-209-0006
foverby@bellsouth.net

Auburn Bretons
Bob Clayton
206-852-8333
bobclayton2003@yahoo.com
www.auburnbretons.com

Stud Dogs
1. NBOB 2XTR Brique De L'Ardour
Hip Rating - A ( France)
2. TR GUN F'Nat du mas d'Pataula
("Pride") TAN
Hip Rating- Good - OFA
3. GUN Griz du mas Pataula TAN
Hips OFA-Good
Fred Overby
406-209-0006 (after business hours, please)
foverby@bellsouth.net
GRCHF CH Gallant Thor Sur Le Delavan TAN
Hip Rating - OFA Good
Jackie Hugwagner
770-883-8360
hutwag@gmail.com

1. NBOB GRCH Beau de l’Hospitalier
Hips – “A” – Belgium
2. 2XTR CH TopperLyn D’Artagnan
Hips – OFA “Good”
Live coverage &
artificial insemination on both dogs.
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com
Just Perfect Du Auburn Bretons
NAVHDA NA Prize 1, 112 Points
Penn Hip Lt: 0.46, Rt: 0.42
Sherry Niesar
701-527-3714
www.coteaukennel.com
sniesar@outlook.com

The Breeders and Stud Dog List is available to all paid members. If you are not a member, complete
the membership form and send it to Fred Overby, Club Treasurer. Only Breeding Kennels/Breeders
who raise UKC registered Epagneul Bretons will be listed in this Whoa Post column. The Whoa Post is
sent directly to over 100 email addresses and posted on line on the club web site and Face Book page.
Provide your information to sniesar@outlook.com.
To be listed in this column, pay your membership and provide the following information.

Breeders:

Stud Dog Listing:

Name of Kennel and/or Breeder
Contact Name
Contact Phone
Contact Email
Website

Name of Stud Dog
Hip Rating (OFA or Penn Hip)
Contact Name
Contact Phone
Contact Email
Website
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Up Coming Events
March 9, 10 & 12, 2016
CEB-US Field Trial - EB Only - Wild, Liberated & TAN
(Pheasant & Quail)
Wapello, Iowa
Randy Meester Rjm73@me.com 563-529-0558

August 27 & 28, 2016
Big Sky EB Gun Dog Club & Prairie Pointing Dog Club Field
Trials - Rocky Mountain Cup
Denton, MT
Contact Sherry Niesar at sniesar@outlook.com 701-527-3714

April 9-10, 2016
Northern Plains EB Gun Dog Club Field Trial
Armor, SD
Norman Pope at popecpa23@gmail.com

August 29, 2016
Big Sky EB Specialty Show and Conformation
Denton MT

Specialty and Confirmation Show in Denton
The Big Sky Club will offer a Specialty Show with conformation by judges on
August 29 in Denton. For those of you that are unable to travel to the national
events, this is an excellent opportunity to have your dog confirmed and enter a
UKC Dog Show locally.
Conformation Events, or Dog Shows, are competitive events for purebreds
where a judge evaluates a dog’s structure as it compares to a written description
of the perfect specimen of that breed, called a standard. While it may appear
that dogs are being judged against one another, each dog is actually being
compared to the judge’s mental image of the perfect dog of that breed.
The judges must be familiar with not only the standards of the breeds they
judge, but with the Conformation rules and regulations as well. Each dog is
examined by the judge in a posed position and must also gait in a pattern to
allow the judge to evaluate its efficiency of movement. so gait in a pattern to
allow the judge to evaluate its efficiency of movement
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Recipe: Salted Caramel Eggnog Brownies
Ingredients
For the Homemade Brownies:
 2 sticks unsalted butter, melted (1 cup)
 1 ½ cups sugar
 ½ cup cocoa powder
 4 large eggs
 1 Tbsp. vanilla extract
 1 tsp. salt
 11 oz. semisweet chocolate chips
For the Eggnog Fudge:
 2 ¾ cups white chocolate chips
 14 oz. can sweetened condensed milk
 2 Tbsp. rum extract
 ½ tsp. ground nutmeg
For the Salted Caramel Fudge:
 2 ¾ cups white chocolate chips
 14 oz. can dulce de leche (you might have to make this with a can of sweetened condensed milk.)
 3 Tbsp. unsalted butter
 1-3 Tbsp. milk
 Coarse sea salt

Directions
1.

Preheat the oven to 375o F and spray a 9”x13” baking dish with non-stick cooking spray. (I like to use
parchment to avoid sticking completely.) In a large bowl, Mix butter and sugar until well combined. Then
add the cocoa powder, flour, eggs, vanilla, and salt. Mix well. Finally add the chocolate chips and mix in.
Pour the brownie batter into the prepared baking dish and bake for 20-25 min. until a toothpick inserted
into the center comes out clean. Cool completely.

2.

For the Eggnog Fudge Layer: Place all the ingredients for the eggnog fudge in a microwave-safe bowl.
Microwave in 30 second increments, stirring in between, until everything is melted together and the
mixture comes to a boil. Stir well, then pour the mixture over the brownies and smooth. Gently tap the
pan on the counter to remove large air bubbles. Then place in freezer for 20 minutes to bring the fudge
temperature down, before adding the next layer.

3.

For the Salted Caramel Fudge Layer: Place the white chocolate chips, dulce de leche, and butter in the
microwave. Microwave in 30 second increments, stirring in between, until everything is melted together
and the mixture comes to a boil. The caramel mixture will appear thicker than the previous mixture. Add
1-3 Tbsp of milk and stir well until the mixture is smooth and pourable. Pour over the Eggnog Fudge and
gently tap the pan on the counter to remove large air bubbles. Place the pan in the fridge for 2-3 hours
until the fudge is really firm. Sprinkle the top with coarse sea salt.

4.

To Serve: Cut the brownies in 30 large brownie sized squares, or 120 small fudge-sized squares. Clean the
knife with a wet paper towel in between cuts to insure the sides look nice.
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Renew Your Membership
Membership to the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club is due at the beginning of each January.
Each of the club’s members are an important component to the club, adding to the newsletter with
articles and photographs and at the clubs annual field trial. If you are not a member, then consider
becoming a member. Aside from becoming a part of a group of talented, friendly and likeminded dog
owners, members:








Receive the Whoa Post
Are eligible to place ads in the Marketplace at no charge
List Breeder and Stud Dog information
(newsletter and web site) at no charge
Foxie Says:
Have access to dog training professionals
Please
Sallyrenew
Says: your
“Hey
and mentors
membership
to theto
Boss! It’s time
Receive advance notice of special events
Bigpay
Skyour
Club. The
Have opportunity to participate in UKC
form
is below. dues!”
membership
Thanks!
sanctioned field trials
Join a fellowship of like minded
individuals

Membership is open to all individuals. Membership fee
is $20 - individuals $30 - family or $50 - business
(Business membership receive a business card size ad in
the Whoa Post for the year.)
Please take a few moments to complete the Membership
Form below and return to Treasurer, Fred Overby at:
Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club
Fred Overby c/o Overby Law Office
101 E. Main Street, Suite C
Bozeman, MT 59715

Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club Membership Form
Name_______________________________________________ 2nd Family Member ______________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone __________________________________________ Email ___________________________________________

Membership Category $20 Individual _____ $30 Family _____ $50 Business_____

Make Check out to: Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun DogClub
Return form & dues to: Fred Overby c/o Overby Law Office, 101 E. Main Street, Suite C, Bozeman, MT 59715
Send General Correspondence to: Kenneth Bruwelheide,1406 Robin Lane, Bozeman, MT 59715

