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The Training Edition
Welcome to another edition on training. In this edition the authors have
focused on training with a purpose. Your training goal could be working
towards a trial or hunt test, tuning your dog up for hunting season or bringing
along a young pup.
Hunting season is really just around the corner. To have the best dog for
hunting, start with a good dog and then train with a goal. By training for a trial
or hunt test, it forces you to teach your dog certain standards of achievement
(pointing, steadiness, retrieving) that carry over to the field. With that in mind,
I’d like to encourage you to attend the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Field
Trial on August 30-31 in Denton, Montana. This trial is open to all pointing
breeds that are UKC registered and has both GUN and OPEN divisions.
Recently my family and I returned from our yearly quest to the mountains with
our dogs in tow. We were in search of peace, quiet, family time, hikes, good
friends and fishing. We were able to pack in most of the items on the list. Our
camping spot has been discovered so we were a little short on the peace and
quiet, but were able to meet the remainder of our objectives. We used this time
to hike and view wildlife not found on the prairie. My daughter, Helen spotted a
pair of elk and on return to our campsite, we found a momma grouse with her
newly hatched chicks. Quickly rounding up our dogs, we gave them time to
move on so they would have a chance at fledging.
Blue

I also have a new man in my life. His
name is Blue and has the heart of a
champion. (They are all champions at 10
weeks!). I am enjoying going through all
the puppy training again and surprisingly,
the big dogs want to play too. I guess you
are never too old to be a puppy.
Sherry Niesar, Editor
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Ask Butch
Butch, I have 2 questions:
1. How prevalent is dog aggression in an EB? Does it to run in certain lines, or is it idiopathic?
2. The problem I have is my puppy (1 year old) is what I would consider seriously dog aggressive. The
issue came screaming to the forefront over the 4th weekend. All three dogs were female, and one was
coming in season. It does not seem to matter if the dogs are in my yard or if he is on neutral ground
in a training situation. On a scale of 1 to 5 I would give him a 3.5 or a 4. He hasn't demonstrated
aggression to humans, yet…Thank you for any info. Betty
Betty, Thank you for your question. First, this is not breed specific. Secondly, neutering or spaying is
mostly a quick fix rarely if ever solving the problem. Unfortunately, my answer can be traced to home life.
At this time I'd like to establish that aggression is not just a male issue; females can be as bad or worse. By
reflecting, a person could point to the problem at a young age as young as seven or eight weeks old. They
are way too cute for any discipline but it can manifest itself to a monster; be very demanding of your time,
jealous over food and just plain wanting their own space. As breeders, we still want our puppies to be good
natural hunters. A poodle once and may be still a great hunter, but who advertises as such? The EB is still a
recognized HUNTING BREED that searches for game in a manner that not only pleases us but is
subservient to our needs. Wow! That's a mouthful. Do some pups have more drive? Absolutely! And in
my opinion if you are a proponent of "breeding to the norm", these drivers need to be bred. I'm not
suggesting breeding inferior dogs but I do believe behavior can be a learned trait. If you continue breeding
lesser dogs that sit in your lap and hunt to a lesser degree, we will lose what the past breeders were
attempting. Can we have both? I'm sure of it. We must do our part. I believe what I've just said because as
a trainer I've seen EB's that did not have enough desire to hunt.
Here are some things to try. No matter how you discipline, it must be done. This is personnel so I won't go
into detail. Just remember; a tough dog takes more discipline than a shy one. If a pup gets too aggressive
with its mother she bites with a warning growl first. The pup learns that bad behavior is not tolerated with
her. Let's take a look at the litter-mates. There's a lot of biting and growling going on trying to establish a
pecking order. At seven or eight weeks the pups are shipped off and we become a littermate. Playful biting
is OK but what happens when they get aggressive? Most people just put them down with a "NO". This
might be enough for some but a thorough shaking by the neck scruff might work a little better; keeping the
pup off the ground and only let back on the floor when it quits being bad and wants you affection.
I'll have another segment on aggression in the next Whoa Post. Great Hunting...Butch
Put Butch’s many years of experience to work for you. Don’t be shy and if you want your name left off
we can make the questions anonymous. Send you questions to: Butch Nelson, PO Box 858, Denton,
MT 59430 or hyaliteknls@yahoo.com
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Algae Poisoning Time Again by Peter Wax
The phone rings and the epidemiologist reports that there are dead gull, ducks and shore birds at Lake
Josephine’s public landing, six dead cows in the pasture to the north and Andy Anderson’s champion
Chocolate Lab died last night after swimming in the lake. It is algae poisoning season again. This is the third
report this week and it is only July 2. Early is bad, as once bluegreen algae has established a seasonal foot
hold they usually out-compete the other green slim through their ability to affix free nitrogen and produce
toxins that inhibit the grow of or even kill rival algae species.
Bluegreen algae, correctly called cyanobacteria are the building blocks of evolution. Their fossils are some of
the oldest on earth. They produced the original oxygen for all other life and they produce microcystin
which is one of the most powerful toxins known to man.

Microcystins or cyanotoxins are produced periodically throughout the growing season depending on a series
of factors including nutrient enrichment, temperature and stress. There are over 80 known toxic variants.
They are toxic to plants and animals including humans. They cause serious damage to the liver and for our
dogs once symptoms are noticeable it is usually fatal.
Exposure: Cyanotoxins need to be ingested or inhaled to be poisonous to our dogs. The most common
route of exposure is ingestion while swimming or for refreshment.
Prevention: The best prevention is to not swim or train in nutrient rich waters or waters that are
experiencing an algal bloom. Toxins can remain in the water column for up to 10 weeks after a bloom, so
even if no blooms are present the water may be toxic. The dog must ingest the poison and licking (cleaning
themselves) after swimming can provide a concentrated dose, so rinsing your dog off can reduce the risk of
ingesting a lethal or toxic dose.
Continued on page 3
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Algae Poisoning - Continued from page 3

Signs of Toxicity: Following is a list of symptoms associated with cyanotoxicity. Unfortunately there is no
cure and the prognosis is poor once systems begin. Muscle fasciculation (twitching), Hyper-salivation,
weakness, lethargy, collapse, respiratory distress, coma, and death.
Treatment: There is no magic bullet to cure your pup. Treatment is usually fluid therapy, emetics and
activated charcoal. The prognosis is poor. Love pup up. Some dogs recover so treatment is worthwhile and
the more strength pup can pull from you the better so again…. love pup up.
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Product Review:
Zymox Enzymatic Ear Solution by Sherry Niesar
Several years ago, our dogs developed itchy ears. We tried a number of
home solutions for cleaning ears with minimal success. They didn’t have
ear mites or obvious infection so I was stumped. One day I wandered
into our locally owned pet store and asked if they had anything for ears.
After looking at a wide variety of products I came home with a small
bottle of Zymox. It’s a clear liquid that you apply inside the ears once a
day and has worked like a charm. I wanted to share my find with you
because any dog that has ears that fold over may suffer. Symptoms
include excessive scratching of the ears; they may be tender to touch or
feel warm.
Zymox is very effective for aiding in the treatment of bacterial, fungal and
yeast infections including Staphylococcus, Pseudomonas, Proteus and
Malassezia. The solution works with the body to react with present pus
and debris to kill infectious microorganisms. The non-invasive protocol requires no cleaning before and during
use so that the enzyme activity is not disrupted..
From the Zymox website (zymox.com)
Q: What is recommended when a pet's ears are painful to the touch?
A: Since ZYMOX Enzymatic Ear Solution does not require pre-cleaning just simply squirt directly into ear
and then let pet shake out excess. After a day or two the ear will be less painful and you will be able to gently
message the ZYMOX Enzymatic Ear solution deeper into the ear canal. ZYMOX Enzymatic Ear Solution is
incredibly easy to administer and only needs to be applied once a day.
Q: Are there any special precautions using ZYMOX Enzymatic Ear Solution?
A: Do not use ZYMOX Enzymatic Ear Solution if the pet has a ruptured eardrum. Do not use this product in
conjunction with any other topical ear medications or cleansers. The product is for animal use only. Do not
use any of the products with Hydrocortisone if the pet is a pregnant or lactating female.
Q: What is the benefit of the Hydrocortisone?
A: The anti-inflammatory properties of Hydrocortisone have provided much relief to pets with itchy, irritated
skin and inflamed wounds or infections of either the ears or skin. It is important to note though, any product
containing hydrocortisone shouldn’t be used on pregnant or lactating females.
Creek
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Things I Learned About Dog Food this Winter
Part 2 By Ken Bruwelheide
We learned a lot about dog food this winter. Thank you to readers of the “Whoa Post” who took the
time to contact me to express thanks for the article and to review dog food selection no matter what
brand you are feeding.
Below you will find the review of eight commonly found national brands of dog food. This review
compares protein, fat, and fiber. For each of the foods the first five ingredients in each food are listed
from the bag label, and finally the price per pound at either the food store or a big box store.
Brand A
Protein 21%
Fat 12%
Fiber 4%

Ingredients: lamb meal, Price per pound $ 1.67
brown rice, white rice,
rice bran, canola oil

Brand B
Protein 36%
Fat 15%

Ingredients: chicken meal, mil- Price per pound $2.29
let, chicken fat, pumpkin seed,
yeast culture

Brand C
Protein 30%
Fat 20%

Ingredients: chicken meal,
corn, gluten meal, brewers’
rice, animal fat

Price per pound $ 1.32

Ingredients: chicken meal,
turkey meal, lamb meal,
brown rice, white rice bran

Price per pound $ 1.83

Ingredients: turkey, potato
flour, peas, apples, whole
dried egg

Price per pound $ 2.38

Brand D
Protein 24%
Fat 14.5%

Brand E
Protein 26%
Fat 16%

Continued on page 7
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What I Learned About Dog Food - Continued from page 6
Brand F
Protein 19%
Fat 8%
Fiber 4%

Ingredients: ground yellow
corn, whole wheat, soybean
meal, beef meal, high fructose

Price per pound: $ .44 (44 cents)

Ingredients: ground corn,
meat bone meal, corn gluten
meal,

Price per pound: $ .49 (49 cents)

Brand G
Protein 21%
Fat 10%
Fiber 4%
Brand H
Protein 25%
Fat 14%

Ingredients: chicken, corn,
Price per pound: $ 1.24
barley, chicken meal, fish meal

Fiber 4%
Comparison of Ingredients and Nutrition Results
It can be noted from labels on the bags of these eight foods that:





Protein 19-36% which is a difference of about 2x
Fat: 8-20% which is a difference of about 2.5x
Fiber 3-5% which is not much difference
There is, however, a large difference in price among the brands of food.

An Added Bonus from Ken’s Perspective
There is an “added bonus” for my dogs in using the
grain free dog food we have selected. I am sure that if
you have more than one dog you may have faced this
problem which is that of dogs in the same
confined space (kennel or yard) eating each others’
solid waste. That’s right “poop eaters!” The
veterinary term for this is coprophagia. If you have
experienced this situation you know that it has
several less then desirable side effects. At our house
the problem began when Daisy was five and Cassie was
two.
I have tried to solve the problem by yelling, shocking, and
giving the dogs sample medicine from my

Continued on page 8
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What I Learned About Dog Food - Continued from page 7
veterinarian to no avail (Janis here…I once observed Ken pouring Tabasco sauce on some samples
which the dogs thought was a great new taste…they are EB’s after all!). Originally, I thought that the
problem might be caused by one dog trying to cover the other’s scent as a dominance demonstration.
Or maybe it just tasted good! Here’s a thought. The previous brands of dog foods we used had
undigested protein and fat passing through the digestive system as waste (poop) and it was a good snack
and perhaps the dogs’ way of recycling! With the new grain free food more fat and protein is remaining
in the dog and not ending up on the ground as waste. Thus, it may be concluded that the dogs are using
the food ingredients more completely since the problem, while not gone, has decreased.

Page 9

June 2014

Field Trial Notice:

Big Sky Epagneul Breton
Gun Dog Club
2nd Annual Wild Bird Trial
Date: Labor Day Weekend August 30-31, 2014
Location: Hyalite Kennels, Denton, MT
Game: Ring Necked Pheasant, Sharp Tailed Grouse
& Hungarian or Grey Partridge
Field Trial
August 30
Event Type- “Wild”
Open Braces, Open Solo, Gun Solo &
TAN
Start 8:00 a.m.
Meet at the Headquarters at 8:00 a.m.
August 31
Event Type- "Wild
Open Solo, Gun Solo
Start 8:00 a.m.
Judges:
Honorable Reynald Lefebvre & Honorable Richard “Butch” Nelson
Field Trial Secretary:
Sherry Niesar
909 West Ave. B, Bismarck, ND 58501
701-527-3714 or sniesar@msn.com
Trial Chairman: Karen Paugh
Limited Lodging and Camping at headquarters.
All meals are available at the Headquarters.
Call Karen Paugh or Butch Nelson 406-567-4200 for Lodging & Meal information

Sponsored in part by:
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Recipe: Cucumber Crispers & Pickle Syrup
Many times the best ideas and discussion occur when
friends get together over a campfire and red hotdogs. On a
recent trip to the mountains, Butch Nelson visited our
camp. I always make dill pickles, because that’s what my
husband, Pete likes and eats. Butch prefers Sweet Pickles.
So after much discussion over the merits of both, Butch
shared this recipe with me. It came to him from Jenny
Barge. Thank you Jenny for the excellent recipe!
Ingredients
7 lbs. cucumbers sliced
3 cups slacked lime
2 gal. water
Soak the cucumbers in 2 gallons of water with 3 cups of slacked lime for 24 hours. Drain and soak 4 hours
in fresh water, changing water every hour. Drain again and make Pickle Syrup.
Pickle Syrup
41/2 lbs. sugar
3 1/2 pints white vinegar
1 tsp. each cloves, ginger, all spice and cinnamon
Tie spices in cheesecloth bag. Bring sugar and water to boil and pour over cucumbers. Let stand over night.
The next morning, pack in sterilized jars and seal. Process in hot water bath for 15 minutes. Enjoy!

Do you have a favorite recipe
you would like to share.?
Send it to sniesar@msn.com
for publication in a future

Whoa Post.
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Be Flexible with your Training by Sherry Niesar
There are more books written on how to train your dog than most folks have time to read. Different
methods using force, using praise, using treats and silent training. Many concentrate on gear and
facilities. Wouldn’t it be great if you had all the resources all the authors recommend? Many of us
have the location or some of the gear but may lack a few things based on your location or
commitment to training.
Recently, my family took our annual trek to the Little Belt Mountains of Montana. The trip serves
several purposes. It brings our family back together, we eliminate most technology from our lives for
10 days, enjoy the beautiful vistas of the mountains not available to us in North Dakota and get in great
shape hiking at 6,500 feet and above. During our trip we have some time to relax, but we also have
dogs that need attention. So we use the free time to play with pups, tune up retrieving and if we are
preparing for a field trial or hunt test, we work on that too.
On vacation we do not have the usual assortment of gear normally found in our home arsenal, so we
improvise. One of the events in the NAVHDA Utility Test is the long retrieve. This event simulates
duck hunting. The dog is lead on “heel” through a course designated by narrow posts and put on a sit
stay. A series of gun shots are fired, a bird is thrown and the dog is sent through decoys to make the
retrieve. During our stay, my husband, Pete, set up this course using fiberglass stakes and “duck
decoys” made from rocks. We could not use gun fire as we were camped near others and a training
dummy was used instead of a real bird. But put together, this sequence served as reinforcement for
when we returned home and had access to our training site.

“Duck Decoys”

The heeling course

Thorn waiting during the
simulated distraction gunning.

The send

Continued on page 12
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Training - continued from page 11
Fun retrieves with young dogs

Nice retrieve!

Don’t forget about fun retrieves for pups, young
and old. While bringing a young dog along
encourage them to carry everything! It can be
paper, shoes, training bumpers, socks, sticks.
Remember, if you don’t want them to retrieve
something, don’t make it available. Birds can also
be used,. Nothing makes a hunting dog better
than birds. One mistake I see inexperienced
trainers make is after the pup has retrieved the
bird, they want to rip it from their mouths when
the dog won’t give. Let pup play with the bird a
bit, it’s his prize. The last thing you want to do is
create a negative response to something you want
your dog to do. After all his job is going to be to find the birds for you and retrieve them. When
training, it’s easier to go slow (even if you are impatient) and not create a problem then the spend
time correcting a problem that you’ve created.
Training is possible in just about every
venue, you just have to be creative with
your supplies. Think about what
resources you have and what skill you
want to train or reinforce. By being
flexible in your approach to training and
location, your dog will be able to adapt to
a variety of situations that he may face
and you will have a well trained dog.

Page 13

Breeders & Stud Dog List
Breeders
Coteau Kennel
Pete Wax & Sherry Niesar
sniesar@msn.com
701-222-8940
www.coteaukennel.com

Hyalite Kennel
Butch Nelson & Karen Paugh
406-567-4200
hyaliteknls@yahoo.com
www.hyalitekennels.com

Hannahatchee Kennel
Jackie Hutwagner
770.883.8360
hutwag@gmail.com

Pataula Power French Brittanys
Fred Overby
406-209-0006
foverby@bellsouth.net

Topperlyn Gun Dogs
Lynda Kieres
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com

Stud Dogs
1. NBOB TR Brique De L'Ardour
Hip Rating - A ( France)
2. GUN F'Nat du mas d'Pataula ("Pride")
TAN
Hip Rating- Good - OFA
3. Hunt Griz du mas Pataula TAN
Hips OFA-Good
Fred Overby
406-209-0006 (after business hours, please)
foverby@bellsouth.net

1. NBOB GRCH Beau de l’Hospitalier
Hips – “A” – Belgium
2. TR2 CH TopperLyn D’Artagnan
Hips – OFA “Good”
Live coverage &
artificial insemination on both dogs.
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com

GUN Gallant Thor Sur Le Delavan
Hip Rating - OFA Good
Jack Hugwagner
770-883-8360
hutwag@gmail.com

The Breeders and Stud Dog List is available to all paid members. If you are not a member, complete
the membership form and send it to Fred Overby, Club Treasurer. Only Breeding Kennels/Breeders
who raise UKC registered Epagneul Bretons will be listed in this Whoa Post column. The Whoa Post is
sent directly to over 100 email addresses and posted on line on the club web site and Face Book page.
Provide your information to sniesar@msn.com.
To be listed in this column, pay your membership and provide the following information.

Breeders:

Stud Dog Listing:

Name of Kennel and/or Breeder
Contact Name
Contact Phone
Contact Email
Website

Name of Stud Dog
Hip Rating (OFA or Penn Hip)
Contact Name
Contact Phone
Contact Email
Website
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Up Coming Events
August 30-31, 2014 (Labor Day Weekend) 2nd Annual Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club Wild
Bird Trial, Denton, MT near Hyalite Kennels. (Open Braces, Open Solo, Gun Solo & TAN) Field Trial
Secretary: Sherry Niesar, 701-527-3714 or sniesar@msn.com www.montanbreton.com
2015 CEB-US Field Trial & Conclave at Petersburg, IL
Feb. 14 (Sat) & Feb. 15 (Sun) of 2015 - Liberated
Feb. 16 (Mon) & Feb. 17 (Tue) of 2015 - Wild
Feb. 18 (Wed) of 2015 - Confirmation and Specialty Show

The Whoa Post Marketplace
Litter Announcement: We would like to announce
our 1st litter of Epagneul Breton puppies 4 males and
1 female. Born 6-13-14 white and orange AKC/UKC
registered. Both parents hips OFA good.
Sire: Little Boss York de la Savane Rouge his
(Grandsire Nat Du Boisson de Chiosel 3 time world
champion and international beauty champion)
Dam: Smith's Honey York de la Ciel
Honey's Sire: Topperlyn Gallant Bodacious
Honey's Dam: Smith's Deva De Pondside
Deva's dam: Cytise Des Pigenettes
Deva's sire: Vernon De L'escarbot
Honey and Boss both received their TAN at the Big Sky Trials last September!
These dogs have hunted birds in Montana, Kansas, Maine, Texas, West Virginia for Bobwhite Quail, Chukar,
Ruff, Blue, Sage, and Sharptail Grouse as well as Hungarian Partridge and Pheasants.
Any questions or to reserve a pup contact Richard York at 1-979-864-9995 or 1richyork@sbcglobal.net
The marketplace is available to all members of the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club. Ads
are free. You can buy, sell or trade outdoor equipment, dogs, cats, or anything else that may
interest the readers. To place an ad, contact Sherry Niesar at sniesar@msn.com

Join Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club Facebook page. If you have a
Facebook page, request to join, its that easy. You can post your pictures,
hunting stories or just events that you share with your Epagneul Breton.
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/115972485114132/
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Dues are due!
Yes, it is that time of the year when it is time to pay club dues. If you enjoy the newsletter and its
contents, participate in various field events or just enjoy your EBs please take time to complete the
Membership Form on the next page and return it to the club treasurer, Fred Overby. Thank you
for your continued support of the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club.
Ken Bruwelheide

Renew Your Membership
Membership to the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club is due at the beginning of each January.
Each of the club’s members are an important component to the club, adding to the newsletter with
articles and photographs and at the clubs annual field trial. If you are not a member, then consider
becoming a member. Aside from becoming a part of a group of talented, friendly and likeminded dog
owners, members:








Receive the Whoa Post
Are eligible to place ads in the Marketplace at no charge
List Breeder and Stud Dog information (newsletter and web site) at no charge
Have access to dog training professionals and mentors
Receive advance notice of special events
Have opportunity to participate in UKC sanctioned field trials
Join a fellowship of like minded individuals

Membership is open to all individuals who have or are interested in an Epagneul Breton. Membership
fee is $20 - individuals or $30 - family per year. Please take a few moments to complete the
Membership Form below and return to Treasurer, Fred Overby.

Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Club Membership Form
Name_______________________________________________ 2nd Family Member ______________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone __________________________________________ Email ___________________________________________

Membership Category” $20 Individual Membership _____ $30 Family Membership _____

Make Check out to: Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Club
Return form & dues to: Fred Overby c/o Overby Law Office, 101 E. Main Street, Suite C, Bozeman, MT 59715
Send General Correspondence to: Kenneth Bruwelheide,1406 Robin Lane, Bozeman, MT 59715

Page 16

Parting Shots

How many dogs can you find?

Ginger on board!

Training action
Portrait worthy

Buy a pup and your money will buy love unflinching.

Rudyard Kipling

