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Dog Rule Change Summary

After teaching workshops across the state of North Dakota in June, I am enjoying
a respite in July. This gives me time to catch up on all that I missed the previous
month. I’d like to say that I’ve managed to clean the house or complete the
projects that have been put off, but that is not the case. I have caught up on
emails, so I am calling that a victory.
Since I’ve been home, Pete and I have been working together as a team to train
our young dogs. Training dogs is a rewarding, frustrating, nonlinear process. Just
when you think your dog is perfect, something can happen to unhinge them. It
can be the day, your attitude, the weather, the bird, a stick in the water or cactus on
the ground. You can’t plan for everything, but you can minimize hiccups if you
are paying attention.
Pay attention to the weather. Our dogs expend a lot of energy when they are in
the field. The air temperature and humidity play a role in how they are fairing.
This number is the heat index. You as a trainer are walking and may get hot, but
think about how hot pup is running or swimming during the training session.
Don’t be afraid to cut things short if the heat index is climbing and pup is fading.
No good will come from a heat stressed dog and a training session going south in a
hurry.
Never train when you are angry or distracted. Your dog needs your full attention.
Always keep a training session positive.
While not always possible, try to select a field or pond that is free of hazards like
cactus, sharp sticks or other debris that pup can get into. If the dog steps on a
cactus and finds the bird at the same time, pup may associate the bird with the cactus and avoid birds rather than pointing them because the bird caused the pain, not
realizing it was in fact a separate item.
Training results are not produced in a straight line. After training hard for a week,
sometimes you and pup need a day off, so go fishing and have some fun. This will
keep your training exercises fresh and productive.
Sherry Niesar
Whoa Post Editor
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The Bird as “Whoa” by Peter Wax
The following silently teaches a pup to quarter
sharply, stop to flush, to be steady to wing-shot-fall
and to honor another’s retrieve. You will need some
pigeons and a couple kids. Leave the remote collar at
home or turn it off.
Your pigeons will need to be strong fliers and carded
or shackled so they can fly a fair distance but still be
easily recaptured by the child who releases it.
The child can be any age or sex. At five my daughter
was a dandy pigeon girl and by eight my son could
run this whole exercise.
Before beginning, your pup must be whoa trained to
the point that it will stop in the field to a single
command.
Your kids also need to be trained to reliably hang
onto a strong pigeon, to toss the pigeon on a
nonverbal signal and be able to recapture it with minimal trouble.
The training starts when each child gets his or her
own pigeon. Once ready, set out for a “downwind”

Hold your pup during the initial stages

pup can get a good look at it.
This usually results in chaos the first couple times so
don’t worry if it happens to you - it just means your
doing it right.
If pup tries to break, hold firmly until it settles down
than have another bird thrown a little further away.
Do this until pup will stay when a single bird is
thrown in clear view without physical restraint.
Remember, other than a single whoa this is a silent
exercise.
Each child is responsible for his or her own pigeon
and must recapture them each time before the pup is
released.
You will be surprised at how quickly your pup will
begin quartering very sharply and then stop each time
it runs in front of a child in anticipation of a pigeon.
At this point don’t throw a pigeon every time and
extend the downwind walk.

Essential to have both kids and pigeons

walk with the pup rambling out front.
At first, each time the pup makes a good quarter and
is passing in right in front of you give a whoa then go
and hold pup.
Once you are in control, signal a child to throw a
pigeon. Not real close this first time, but where the

After the pup is reliably stopping every time you
throw a pigeon, delay the verbal whoa until after the
pup sees the pigeon.
Once pup stops every time the bird is thrown, but
before the whistle or voice command is given try it
without any verbal commands.
When your pup starts to anticipate the pigeon by
stopping
extend the time between releases.
Continued on page 3
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The Bird as Whoa - Continued from page 2
If the pup stops to just the bird go to him and for
the first time since beginning this exercise give pup
a gentle full length stroke and a quiet “good dog”,
or just one pat and a quiet “that-a-girl” than go
back about your business without a whole lot of fan
fare.
Once reliable to a single bird and no verbal command start throwing two pigeons spaced a few
seconds apart, than three.

minimum and never shoot the first pigeon.
Expecting only the third pigeon to be shot teaches
pup to be steady through shot.
Shoot just enough to keep pup intense. If pup is
force broke give an occasional retrieve, but most of
the time and especially if the whoa wasn’t crisp or
pup took a step let the kids retrieve their own birds,
dead or alive. This teaches steadiness through fall
and honoring.

When you can throw three birds right at pup and
When your pup is perfect at this game, three days in
pup doesn’t move you are ready for the next step of a row in three different fields you are ready to move
shooting the third pigeon.
to a remote launcher.
When moving to the shooting stage go back to the The launchers are placed downwind and the
beginning and hold pup before throwing the
exercise is run the same with the kids taking turns
pigeons and have them thrown a fair distance away. retrieving.
As you progress, keep the pigeon shooting to a

Each time the pup is quartering by the launcher but
before he can smell it whoa pup go and hold him
and then release the pigeon.
Progress with the launcher just as you did with the
thrown pigeons. This teaches pup that the pigeon
means whoa.
At each major step keep your pride in check. For
this exercise, that means backing off, holding pup,
and using both a visual and vocal whoa command.
Lastly, keep it fun. Your kids and your pup will be
glad you did.

Eventually add multiple thrown birds
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What is a WRT? Water Retrieve Test
The Big Sky Epagneual Breton Gun Dog Club will host the first
WRT (Water Retrieve Test) in the Untied States on Friday, August
26 in Denton, Montana.
So what happens at the WRT? The dog is judged on water entry
and handling, demonstration of the natural retrieve, and reaction to
gun fire.
From the 2016 Official UKC Pointing Dog Ruler Book: The
dog must retrieve the bird completely out of the water. Delivery to
hand is preferred, but a dog that brings the bird to the water’s edge
and drops it on land within fifteen (15) feet of the handler who shall always remain on land shall satisfy the
requirement of the retrieve. The Judge must inspect each delivered bird for evidence of hard mouth, such as
broken bones, partially or wholly eaten birds. Hard mouthed dogs shall be failed. The Judge must determine
that the dog is not gun shy.
The cost of the WRT is $25 per dog. Each dog passing the WRT will receive a ribbon and certificate.
For more information or to enter, contact Sherry Niesar, Trial Secretary at 701-527-3714 or by email
sniesar@outlook.com.

What is a TAN?
The TAN is a test of natural ability for the pointing dog breeds. To be eligible for the TAN, your dog must
be UKC registered and under 3 years of age. The test is a simple one. Quail are planted in the field. The
handler and dog enter the field and the dog is released. To pass the TAN, the dog must cover the field and
search for birds. Once birds are found, the dog must point convincingly for 3 seconds. The dog may flush
the bird once point is established. There is a shot fired on the flush with a blank pistol to assess gun
sensitivity. This is a simple test to assess the dogs natural ability.
There are plenty of spots open in the TAN at the Montana Cup field trial hosted by the Big Sky Epagneul
Breton Gun Dog Club and the Prairie Pointing Dog Club in August. The
TAN will be held Sunday, August 28.
To enter you dog in the TAN, please send in your UKC Field Trial Entry
Form with your dog’s information to:
Sherry Niesar,
Field Trial Secretary
909 West Ave. B
Bismarck, ND 58501
sniesar@outlook.com
Complete information on the field trial and entry forms can be found at:
http://montanabreton.com/2016%20denton%20wild%20trial%20premium.pdf
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Confirmation and Specialty and Show in Denton August 29, 2016
The club will offer the opportunity for dogs to be formally evaluated for
conformation to confirm that they fall within the breed standard for the Epagneul
Breton. This will be done at a convenient time during the weekend, and prior to the
UKC licensed Show. Cost is $20, and approved dogs are documented as having
been confirmed. Any questions, contact Fred Overby, conformation co-ordinator
for the Denton event.. Fred can be reached at foverby@bellsouth.net

UKC Licensed Conformation Show - The club will also be offering a UKC
Licensed conformation show. Dogs entered in the show will also receive an overall
"Conformation Quality Rating" which is assigned in writing by the show judge in
the show ring. Any question, please contact show Chairperson,
Lynda Kieres for the Denton Show.

About Honorable Judge Sandy Gunn
Sandy has been breeding and showing dogs since 1970. He has bred English Pointers, Gordon Setters, and Jack Russell Terrier. Sandy judges both field and show events. He has
been judging since 1980
In addition to Canada, Gunn has judged in Argentina, Australia, Bermuda, China,
Colombia, England, Ireland, New Zealand, Scotland, and USA. When you attend the trial
and show in August, please give Sandy a warm Big Sky welcome.
JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP CLASSES
BEST JUNIOR HANDLER COMPETITION:
REGULAR SHOW CLASSES
Puppy Male, (6-12 mo.) ð Puppy Female (6-12 mo.)
Junior Male (12-24 mo.) ð Junior Female (12-24 mo.)
Intermediate (Senior) Male (24 -36 mo.) ð Intermediate (Senior) Female (24 -36 mo.)
Adult Male ð Adult Female
Breeder/Handler Male ð Breeder/Handler Female
Best of Variety Male ð Best of Variety Female
Res. Best of Variety Male ðRes. Best of Variety Female
Best Male ð Best Female
Res. Best Male ð Res. Best Female
Best of Winners
Champion
Reserve Champion
Grand Champion
Best of Breed
Send your entrires to:
Lynda Kieres – Show Chairman
3677 Sagehill Dr., Stevensville, MT 59870
406-777-5894 topperlyn@hotmail.com
Deadline: Mailed entries must be received by Aug. 15, 2016
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Health Tips on Poison Controls, First Aid Links and
EBooks by Janis Bruwelheide
Recently we had a young pup belonging to friends have a bad experience with a common yard plant which
was resolved safely and I recalled that our dogs had a similar experience last fall while afield with Ken. I
had to call the pet poison emergency hot line for a fee to see what to do. I find it helpful to review some of
these sites occasionally when I bring in new yard and house plants as well as cleaning products. Our
Epagneul Bretons have wonderful noses which can get them into trouble I find.
Here are some links: The Animal Poison Control Center Pet Poison Hotline has a lot of free information at
the site to search by type of poison category such as plants or household items. There is a good guide to
pet safety and clear emergency instructions which are free too. There are even “ask the vet” free videos. If
a phone call for help is needed there is a $49.00 per incident charge.
http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/
The American Red Cross has apps for human first aid as well as pets. I have the app on my phone and
tablet which is only useful, however, if you have Wi-Fi or cellular service. Here is the information about it.
Most items are free or cost less than $ 1.00 if there is a charge.
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/prepare-for-emergencies/mobile-apps
The Sunshine Rescue Group has a good pdf print document on pet first aid which can be downloaded and
saved for free to computer, phone, or tablet. You will need the free Adobe Acrobat reader on your device.
http://www.sunshinerescuegroup.org/PetFirstAid.pdf
The ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center has a site similar to the first one as well as free podcasts for our
smart phones and tablets. http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control

Warning!
Don’t try this at home.
Training done by
professional dog
trainer only!
Photo by
Janis Brueleheide
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Lieutenant Colonel Eric Ross Abraham: A Father, a
Husband, a Judge, a Mentor and a Dog Trainer
My pup is coming back with the duck. He lands in thick cattails 20 yards to my right and struggles through
and up the bank. At the top of the bank he stops and looks for me in the crowd of judges and apprentices.
A quiet whisper says: “take a step to your left” and in doing so the dog keys in on me and makes a nice
delivery. That move saves my bacon and many inexperienced handlers
since. The whisper was really a command and the officer giving it was
Senior Judge Eric Abraham.

The wind is blowing 32 mph and gusting to over 40 mph the day Mrs.
Daphne Abraham gives birth to a boy. The day is May 30, 1955 and
the place is the “Brick City” or Hebron North Dakota. She names her
boy Eric Ross. Over the next 61 years her boy will travel the world,
obtain degrees, earn the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, and become a
husband, father, senior NAVHDA judge, and a husband again. As he
is taught, as is his nature, the boy always put others before himself. He
never sees color or race or breed he only saw individuals, both two and
four legged. Tough, fair, quick to smile, supportive, never
condescending, an example in action not in word. In the dog training
field on July 10th 2016 Eric is called to serve one last time and Mrs.
Abraham’s boy came home riding 32 mph winds and gust over 53 mph.
Lt. Colonel Eric Ross Abraham: May 30, 1955 to July 10, 2016.

Eric Abraham, judging a retrieving
event

Eric Abraham

Eric Abraham, fellow judges and handler Pete
Wax & Thorn
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A Request for Our Readers from Ken Bruwelheide
The first edition of the “Whoa Post” was in January of 2011. At ten issues per year that’s a lot of
information about dogs in general and Epagneul Bretons specifically. Columns such as “Ask Butch” for
training issues, veterinary information, “Tails from the Field”, trialing information and reports, photos and
advertising opportunities have kept readers informed. We have appreciated all of the good feedback and
efforts of our editor, Sherry Niesar.
This paragraph is a request for readers to send in more training questions, your tales from the field and
adventures, photos (funny ones also) and other good stuff to share with readers. Another way to
contribute would be to send in topics to the “Whoa Post” editor that you would like to see covered. We
can research the topic and add to the monthly publication. (Janis is a former English teacher and library
science professor who loves to write and hunt for info!)
Everyone is so busy and often with too much to do and we understand. Some folks may feel that they
cannot successfully write or want to but there are stories to tell. We can help with editing.
So please share your experiences and knowledge with fellow EB owners and enjoy the rest of summer.
Thanks!
Ken

Dog Lessons for People
1. Enjoy the simple pleasure of a walk
2. Run, let the wind blow your hair, and play daily
3. Be loyal, faithful and quick to forgive
4. Always drink plenty of water
5. Sometimes it is best to sit close and

listen
6. Follow your instincts
7. Keep digging until you find what you
want
8. Accept all of life's treats and gratitude
9. Love unconditionally
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Algae Poisoning Time Again by Peter Wax
The phone rings and the epidemiologist reports that there are dead gulls, ducks, and shore birds at a public
landing, six dead cows in the pasture to the north and Andy Anderson’s champion Chocolate lab died last
night after swimming in a lake. It is algae poisoning season again. This is the third report this week and it is
still June. Early is bad, as once blue green algae establishes a seasonal foot hold it usually out-competes the
other green slim through their ability to affix free nitrogen and produce toxins that inhibit the grow of or even
kill rival algae species.
Bluegreen algae, correctly called cyanobacteria are the building blocks of evolution. Their fossils are some of
the oldest on earth. They produced the original oxygen for all other life and they produce microcystin which
is one of the most powerful toxins known to
man.
Microcystins or cyanotoxins are produced
periodically throughout the growing season
depending on a series of factors including
nutrient enrichment, temperature, and stress.
There are over 80 known toxic variants.
They are toxic to plants and animals including
humans. They cause liver failure in dogs and
once symptoms are noticeable, usually fatal.

Exposure: Cyanotoxins need to be ingested
or inhaled to be poisonous to our dogs. The
most common route of exposure is ingestion
while swimming or for refreshment.
Prevention: The best prevention is to not swim or train in nutrient rich waters or waters that are
experiencing an algal bloom. The dog must ingest the poison and licking (cleaning themselves) after
swimming can provide a concentrated dose, so
rinsing your dog off can reduce the risk of ingesting
a toxic dose.
Signs of Toxicity: Following is a list of symptoms
associated with cyanotoxicity. Unfortunately there is
no cure and the prognosis is poor once system failure begin. Muscle fasciculation (twitching),
Hyper-salivation, weakness, lethargy, collapse,
respiratory distress, coma, and death.
Treatment: There is no magic bullet to cure your
pup. Treatment is usually fluid therapy, emetics and
activated charcoal. The prognosis is poor. Love pup
up. Some dogs recover so treatment is worthwhile
and the more strength pup can pull from you the
better so again…. So love pup up.
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Northern Plains Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club Trial
Results
Amour, South Dakota April 9-10, 2016
Editor’s note: While long awaited, the results were not forgotten. I would like to thank Norman Pope,
North Plains EBGDC President for sending the results and extend a special thank you to Fatmi Anders for
compiling the results for Norman on her recent trip to South Dakota. Congratulations to all the winners and
participants. This was the first trial for the club and we look forward to future events.

Judges: Fred Overby, Robert Olsen, Denine Ackerbauer, Randy Meester
April 9, 2016
Open Braces
Placement
First
Reserve
Pass
Pass
Pass

Dog
Berry de Los Cascajos
Iven du Mas D'Pataula
L'Otti de la Savane Rouge
Fergus Sur le Delavan
Ibsen du Mas D'Pataula

Owner
Steve Broughton
Norman Pope
Thomas Lehmann
Clint LaFary
Denine Ackerbauer

Open Solo
First
Reserve
Pass w/Honor
Pass
Pass
Pass

Ibsen du Mas D'Pataula
L'Otti de la Savane Rouge
Domino du Milobre de Bouisse
GUN Smith's Zipper Tic TAN
Rosebud de la Savane Rouge
TR3 Elyn du Copper Spur

Denine Ackerbauer
Thomas Lehmann
Brad Boisen
John Zeigler
Thomas Lehmann
Jeff Hites

Gun Solo
First
Reserve
Pass w/Honor
Pass w/TAN Eq

Ten Bar Ranch Heineken
Jorgia du Mas D'Pataula
Estella Du Lacina Meadows
Ten Bar Ranch Spur

Terry & Tracy Jacobson
Fred Overby
Todd Jacobson
Mark Taylor

TAN - All TAN Dogs listed passed the TAN event.
Dog
Owner
Luc de Grand Ciel
Brad Boisen
Le Joie du Coteau
David Bordewyk
Lyonette du Ten Bar Ranch Terry Jacobson
Jim de Bois Courcol
Terry Jacobson

Continued on page 7
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South Dakota Trial –Continued from page 6
April 10, 2016
Open Solo
Placement
First
Reserve
Pass w/Honor
Pass w/Honor
Pass w/Honor
Pass
Pass
HNQ

Dog
Darius de L'Etoile du Nord
Hera de L'Etoile du Nord
TR3 Elyn du Copper Spur
Berry de Los Cascajos
Rosebud de la Savane Rouge
GUN Smith's Zipper Tic TAN
Des Plaines' J'ai Ceci
Echo du Copper Spur

Owner
Mark Dinsmore
Clint LaFary
Angela Hites
Steve Broughton
Thomas Lehmann
John Zeigler
Leah Corcoran
Keith Beseke

GUN Solo
First
Reserve
Pass
Pass

Ten Bar Ranch Spur
Jorge des qui coule Hannahatchee
Josie de Corn Country
Jolie Sur le Delavan

Mark Taylor
James Thompson
Vicki Meester
Doug Bollin

Some of the Winners*

Darius de L'Etoile du Nord

Elyn du Copper Spur

Des Plaines' J'ai Ceci

Berry de Los Cascajos

Ivan du Mas D'Pataula
Ibsen du Mas D'Pataula

*Pictures of winners not taken at field trial.
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Open & Gun Field Events are FULL
If you are interesting in having your
name on the waiting list , please
contact the Trial Secretary.

The Rocky Mountain Cup Field Trials *
Sponsored by: Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club &
Prairie Pointing Dog Club
Denton, Montana

August 27 - Saturday
Event Type-Wild
Open Braces, Open Solo & Gun Solo
Start 8 am

August 28 - Sunday
Event Type-Liberated
Open Braces, Open Solo, Gun Solo & TAN
Start 8 am

Big Sky EB Specialty Show
Denton, MT

Entry Fees:
Gun: $40
Open: $50
TAN: $30
Gun with TAN Equivalent: $60
Entry Deadline: August 15, 2016

August 29 - Monday

Field Trial Secretary: Sherry Niesar
701-527-3714 or sniesar@outlook.com

NLC Total Dog/Total Junior, Special Exhibition
(Class Elevage)
Start at 9 am

*This trial is open to all pointing breeds
*All dogs must be UKC registered
* The number of runs in each event is limited

Entry Deadline: August 15, 2016
Show Chairperson: Lynda Kieres
(topperlyn@hotmail.com
Show Secretary: Janis Bruwelheide
kenandjanisbruwhelheide@yahoo.com

Headquarters
Drive 4 miles E of Denton on Highway 81, turn North onto Alton Cutoff Road, continue 1 mile North,
then turn East onto Bally Dome Road, proceed for 5 miles, turn right at the top of the hill.

For more information and field trial premium go to:
http://montanabreton.com/2016%20denton%20wild%20trial%20premium.pdf
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Photo Gallery

Cinder

Black Jaz du Auburn Bretons.
Photo by Bob Clayton

Foxies Ares du Coteau.
Photo by Bob Clayton

The Wagner boys, Wynn and
Cy showing off their new pup,
Marcus!
Photo by Fred Overby

Joie du Coteau.
Photo by Dave Bordewyk

Lagoo De L'Ardour points a quail.
Photo provided by Fred Overby

Send your photos to the Whoa Post Editor at sniesar@outlook.com
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Breeders
Auburn Bretons
Bob Clayton
206-852-8333
bobclayton2003@yahoo.com
www.auburnbretons.com
Chantant K-3 Kennel
Norman & Judy Pope
popecpa23@gmail.com
605-724-2533, 303-324-9972

Coteau Kennel
Pete Wax & Sherry Niesar
sniesar@outlook.com
701-222-8940
www.coteaukennel.com

Hannahatchee Kennel
Jackie Hutwagner
770.883.8360
hutwag@gmail.com

Topperlyn Gun Dogs
Lynda Kieres
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com

Hyalite Kennel
Butch Nelson & Karen Paugh
406-567-4200
hyaliteknls@yahoo.com
www.hyalitekennels.com
Pataula Power French Brittanys
Fred Overby
406-209-0006
foverby@bellsouth.net

Stud Dogs
1. NBOB 2XTR Brique De L'Ardour
Hip Rating - A ( France)
2. TR GUN F'Nat du mas d'Pataula
("Pride") TAN
Hip Rating- Good - OFA
3. GUN Griz du mas Pataula TAN
Hips OFA-Good
Fred Overby
406-209-0006 (after business hours, please)
foverby@bellsouth.net
GRCHF CH Gallant Thor Sur Le Delavan TAN
Hip Rating - OFA Good
Jackie Hugwagner
770-883-8360
hutwag@gmail.com

1. NBOB GRCH Beau de l’Hospitalier
Hips – “A” – Belgium
2. 2XTR CH TopperLyn D’Artagnan
Hips – OFA “Good”
Live coverage &
artificial insemination on both dogs.
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com
Just Perfect Du Auburn Bretons
NAVHDA NA Prize 1, 112 Points
Penn Hip Lt: 0.46, Rt: 0.42
Sherry Niesar
701-527-3714
www.coteaukennel.com
sniesar@outlook.com

The Breeders and Stud Dog List is available to all paid members. If you are not a member, complete
the membership form and send it to Fred Overby, Club Treasurer. Only Breeding Kennels/Breeders
who raise UKC registered Epagneul Bretons will be listed in this Whoa Post column. The Whoa Post is
sent directly to over 100 email addresses and posted on line on the club web site and Face Book page.
Provide your information to sniesar@outlook.com.
To be listed in this column, pay your membership and provide the following information.

Breeders:

Stud Dog Listing:

Name of Kennel and/or Breeder
Contact Name, Phone, Email. Website

Name of Stud Dog
Hip Rating (OFA or Penn Hip)
Contact Name, Phone, Email. Website
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Up Coming Events
August 26, 2016
Big Sky EB Gun Dog Club & Prairie Pointing Dog
Water Retrieve Test
Denton, MT
Contact Sherry Niesar at sniesar@outlook.com
701-527-3714

August 29, 2016
Big Sky EB Gun Dog Club
Big Sky EB Specialty Show and Conformation ,
Denton MT
Chairperson: Lynda Kieres (406) 777-5894
topperlyn@hotmail.com

August 27 & 28, 2016
Big Sky EB Gun Dog Club & Prairie Pointing Dog
Club Field Trials - Rocky Mountain Cup
Denton, MT
Contact Sherry Niesar at sniesar@outlook.com
701-527-3714

Recipe: Confetti S’mores on a Stick


1 cup heavy cream



1 cup semisweet chocolate chips



1 bag of marshmallows



Sprinkles of your choice

Heat cream in a heavy saucepan until small bubbles appear at the edge of the pan. Remove from heat.
Add chocolate chips and stir until melted. Let cool about 5 minutes. Pour into small bowl.
Place marshmallows on straws, toothpicks or freezer pop sticks. Dip marshmallows into chocolate and
twirl over chocolate until drips stop. Hold marshmallows over sprinkles and sprinkle all sides. Place
s’mores on waxed paper. Freeze 2 hours or over night.
Do you have a recipe to Please send it to
Sherry Niesar, Whoa Post editor at
sniesar@outlook.com
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Renew Your Membership
Membership to the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club is due at the beginning of each January.
Each of the club’s members are an important component to the club, adding to the newsletter with
articles and photographs and at the clubs annual field trial. If you are not a member, then consider
becoming a member. Aside from becoming a part of a group of talented, friendly and likeminded dog
owners, members:








Receive the Whoa Post
Are eligible to place ads in the Marketplace at no charge
List Breeder and Stud Dog information
(newsletter and web site) at no charge
Foxie Says:
Have access to dog training professionals
Please
Sallyrenew
Says: your
“Hey
and mentors
membership
to theto
Boss! It’s time
Receive advance notice of special events
Bigpay
Skyour
Club. The
Have opportunity to participate in UKC
form
is below. dues!”
membership
Thanks!
sanctioned field trials
Join a fellowship of like minded
individuals

Membership is open to all individuals. Membership fee
is $20 - individuals $30 - family or $50 - business
(Business membership receive a business card size ad in
the Whoa Post for the year.)
Please take a few moments to complete the Membership
Form below and return to Treasurer, Fred Overby at:
Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club
Fred Overby c/o Overby Law Office
101 E. Main Street, Suite C
Bozeman, MT 59715

Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club Membership Form
Name_______________________________________________ 2nd Family Member ______________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone __________________________________________ Email ___________________________________________

Membership Category $20 Individual _____ $30 Family _____ $50 Business_____

Make Check out to: Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun DogClub
Return form & dues to: Fred Overby c/o Overby Law Office, 101 E. Main Street, Suite C, Bozeman, MT 59715
Send General Correspondence to: Kenneth Bruwelheide,1406 Robin Lane, Bozeman, MT 59715
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APPENDIX 1:
Pointing Dog Rule Change
Summary
Updates to UKC Pointing Dog Program Rulebook Revision Based on Comments Received
This memo is intended to provide a concise summary of the modifications to the prior draft based on the
comments received and pertinent observations of other changes where appropriate. They are covered below
in chronological order as the rules provisions will appear in the new Rulebook.
Section One. Overview and Basics of UKC Pointing Dog Program
IV. (C) A sponsoring club may now sponsor any combination of Type (W) or Type (L) field trials with a
maximum of four annual trials.
IV.(E) Specialty or Charity Trials Count against the number of trials a club is allotted. Youth trials or youth
categories offered at a licensed trial do not count against the four trial annual limit.
V. Type (W) Field Trials may continue to be run in solo, brace or both in the Gun Class. Type (L) Gun
trials are to continue to be run in solo.
V(A) A minimum of Six (6) entries running under judgement is required for results in any category to be
recognized by UKC. Where braces are offered, there must be at least three braces composed of six (6) dogs
entered for award classifications to count.
Section Two- Rules of General Applicability to all UKC Pointing Dog Events
I(I) Naturally Occurring birds in Type (W) Field Trials must be released sixty (60) days prior to the trial. No
callback birds may be employed during a trial, and if callbacks have been used by the landowner they must
be removed or released a minimum of two weeks prior to the field trial and may not be present at the time
of the field trial.
Note: The observation that a CHF-W title on wild birds is now being offered was given considerable weight
in making this decision to require a longer release period. Nonetheless, in our large and diverse country, it is
practically unworkable to require only native birds to be used in type (W) trials, as this would eliminate a
substantial number of states from ever offering a type (W) trial where bobwhite quail is the principle game
bird. Further, in a number of Midwestern and Western states, it is impossible to know or accurately verify
whether pheasants are truly wild, or early released naturally occurring birds. Other trialing venues provide
similar tolerances for use of naturally occurring birds in trials where birds are not shot, and UKC feels that
the long release period and removal of the callback preserves the integrity in this format.
IV(A). Grounds requirements remain the same. The limited successive course format provides a venue,
where a large amount of ground is not available. A single bird field format is allowed only for conducting a
TAN.
VI Awards. Clearly specifies that Awards are ultimately in the discretion of the sponsoring club. Suggestions
set forth in the rulebook are to promote some consistency and to give some basic guidance for award
specifications to new clubs. Existing inventories of awards are approved as usable as specified, and only
Continued on page 18
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minimal new awards for CAC, RCAC, CAG and RCAG are required until existing inventories are used up. See
the specific content of the rule addition.
Section Three-Title and Championship Requirements
II(B) The HUNT TITLE will still be restricted to dogs in the Gun Class.
II(E) Separate Titles for CHF, CHF-W and CHF-L are implemented. This will provide more
opportunities for persons who trial in a specific area, or who have a strong preference for one type of trial over the
other. It also provides dogs which compete frequently, to attain the prestige of multiple titles, in addition to 2x
titles of a single Championship category.
II(F) The Requirements for GRCHF title remain the same as in the past, with no requirement to earn a CACT via
barrage or to acquire WRT Certification.
Note: The issue of raising the requirements for GRCHF will remain on the list of topics to be reviewed in a
subsequent rules revision.
II(K) Owners are required to apply for and designate which wins they desire to apply to satisfy requirements for
issuance of the CHF, CHF-W, CHF-L or GRCHF titles. The required fee is minimal. All prior award
classifications continue to count towards titles specified in the updated Rulebook.
Section Four-General Procedures for Clubs Sponsoring Trials
II(E) Slightly clarifies rule concerning payment of entry fees.

Section Five- Rules Applicable to Judges
(D) (1)(2) Implements basic conflict of interest rules consistent with the UKC Rule in other programs to provide
that a judge may not judge any dog they own or co-own, any dog sold within three months, or any dog handled by
a family member as defined.
(D)(1) Provides that judging duties and responsibility to the overall trial take precedence over handling dogs, but
permits a judge to personally handle up to two of their own dogs in competitions they are not
officiating, so long as the runs for such dogs do not disrupt or delay the completion of the field trial. This is
thought to be a reasonable number so as to not disrupt the completion of the trial. Judges may enter as many dogs
as they wish, so long that any above the two they are allowed to personally handle in a category they are not
judging, are handled by a third person in categories the judge is not judging.

(H)(2) Provides that two UKC Licensed Judges are preferred for Gun Braces, but permits a sponsoring club to
designate an Apprentice Judge, not participating in the field trial, to assist a single Licensed judge in
observing GUN braces, with all judgements and award classifications being conferred by the UKC Licensed Judge.
Open Braces require two UKC Licensed Judges at all times.
Q. Requires Judges to classify dogs as Superior (CAC, RCAC, CAG or RCAG), Excellent (EXC), or Very Good
(PASS) for various award classifications by Class and Category of competition.
Subsection Q (7) permits use of barrage as tiebreaker mechanism in the limited and remote circumstance where
judges from separate batteries nominate a dog for the HNQ award. This has happened in the past, and some
tiebreaker mechanism is needed. (Otherwise, the rules specify that the barrage is employed only for judging the
CAC and CAG winners in batteries.)
Continued on page 19
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Q (12) Revises/reorders specific criteria for judging barrages as comments suggested, while requiring
consideration of all criteria rather than rating some criteria above others.
Section Six- Rules applicable to Licensure and Qualification of Judges
(I)Grandfathering provision is clarified to indicate that all UKC Licensed Judges previously qualified are
grandfathered to serve in their existing capacity under the new rulebook. All prior UKC Licensed Field
Trial Judges and UKC Licensed TAN Judges are further qualified to judge WRT events. Set’s minimum basic
criteria and process for qualifying to instruct, supervise and recommend apprentice judges for full
licensure at three years active judging or a minimum of ten (field trials), two of which must involve judging
Open Braces.
Note: The intent of the rule is to assist in making the apprenticeship experience more meaningful for new
applicant judges applying to be qualified through experience in the UKC Pointing Dog Program. While an
apprentice experience is only as good as the degree to which the applicant desires to improve their skills, the
supervising judge needs to know the venue to convey meaningful instruction.
III(B) New Applicants are required to complete an apprenticeship of four (4) days which includes
experience in Observing Open Braces, as well as Gun Class Competition. The apprenticeship requirement
rule is more relaxed for applicants seeking grandfathered status from other venues.
Note: The intent of the rule is to provide a bit more training, experience and exposure to aspiring rookie
judges who have not judged before. It is felt that a person who wants to take judging seriously, should be
willing to invest four days to learn from others with more experience.
II(C) Apprentice Judges must spend entire day devoted to satisfying apprenticeship requirements. Splitting
the day handling dogs or not showing up at the start of the trial, undercuts and minimizes the modest
apprentice requirements for New Applicants, most of whom will become beginning judges.
Section Seven-Rules Applicable to Open Class Competition
Trialer Requirement to Run in Open Braces: The proposed Title requirement of Trialer to run in Open
Braces has been presently removed due to the present number of dogs with Trialer or better titles. It was felt
that at present, imposing the rule might hamper the ability of regional clubs in some cases to offer Open
Braces competition which meets the six (6) dog minimum entry requirement.
Note: A number of comments asserted that entry limitations are presently liberal in age as well at that the
present entry criteria allow same day entries in Braces and Solo competition, and impose no title
requirements to run at the highest level of competition in Open Braces. In terms of providing a real
challenge so that titles are highly respected, those concerns have some validity and were noted. However,
based on the present size of the venue, the number of dogs competing and the number of trials, the
decision was made to err on the side of allowing more development of braces competition. In subsequent
Rulebook updates, future consideration will be given to requiring a Trialer or Championship title to qualify to
qualify to run in Open Braces, as employed in similar venues.
T(4) Criteria for successful retrieve in Open Class has been clarified to require “retrieve to hand or within
hands reach” for award qualification. Notes: Comments indicated there was a disparity in how retrieves are
sometimes judged, where the handler cannot reach the bird, or the bird is fully retrieved but dropped prior to
physical delivery. Some judges feel that delivery to hand is important, whereas quite a few others believe that
Continued on page 20
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a dog should receive credit where the bird is delivered to within hands reach. Judges may still take into
account and score the quality of the retrieve in deciding higher award classifications, but should not
eliminate a dog in such a circumstance where a retrieve is made to within hand’s reach of the handler.
U(5) Open Class dogs running in braces must remain steady to wing and shot after backing and must be off
leash to qualify for an award classification in Open Brace competition. Being given the command of “whoa”
relegates the backing dog to nothing higher than a Pass.
U(9) Judges should require a bye dog in braces competition, where a brace mate is eliminated, unless the
dog under judgment is close to the end of the course. This requirement and clarification should prevent a
dog from acquiring an award classification in Brace competition, while essentially running solo for a
substantial part of the heat.
Section Eight-Rules Applicable to Gun Class Competition
C) Prior rule relating to allowance of GUN Braces in Type (W) Field trials is retained to provide clubs the
flexibility to run Gun Braces, solo or both. Gun Braces are precluded in Type (L) Trials.
Note: The consensus of comments was to continue to permit Gun Braces based on fundraising,
participation and opportunity for learning considerations. Other comments suggest that young dogs which
are not fully trained running braces is too liberal, and that actual field trial competition in braces should be
reserved for the dogs which are trained to the highest level. The decision was made to maintain the status
quo and to continue to permit Gun Braces for the reasons urged, but not to expand them to Type (L) trials.

L) The steadiness sequence is simplified for judges evaluating the GUN Class to assign award classifications
based on a criteria defined identically as Steady to Wing or Steady to Flush. This criteria permits a judge to
make an award classification for a dog in the GUN class who is steady until the point the bird flushes/lifts
off the ground. Judges may consider additional steadiness demonstrated in the context of the dog’s overall
performance in determining which dogs classify for awards based on Superior (CAG and RCAG), Excellent
(EXC) and Very Good (Pass) overall performances. Prior rule verbiage which attempted to distinguish
between a Pass or higher awards classifications was deemed confusing and difficult for judges to apply in
judging dogs in the GUN class.
Section Nine-TAN Rules
No additional changes to Tan Rules.

Section Ten-WRT Rules
Article One. Three dogs minimum for licensure of Water Retrieve Test. No batteries required.
Article Eight. Ducks like mallards are desired, larger game birds like chukar are preferred, small game birds
like quail are discouraged, but not absolutely precluded in circumstances where no other birds are available.
Article Thirteen: Bird must be delivered on land and not dropped or delivered in the water. Appendix A
Glossary of Terms
Definitions are added for new award classification nomenclature of CAC, RCAC, CAG, RCAG, CACT,
RCACT, CAGT and RCAGT.
Other definitions are made consistent with other rule changes.
Continued on page 21
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Other Notable Issues Considered
Minimum Entry Age for Open Class- A number of persons commenting asserted that the minimum age for
entry in the Open Class should be raised from one year to two. UKC elected to leave the present rule as is,
and to let handlers make the decision as to when a dog is ready to run in the Open Class.
Use of Horses by Judges- Suggestions were considered concerning possible allowance of use of horses by
Judges. There are multiple factors for consideration in this regard. These include the ability of clubs to secure liability coverage where use of horses is disclosed on an application, the failure to have coverage for a
mishap involving a horse where not properly disclosed to the insurer in the application process, the effect
on the cost of such coverage where attainable when horses are permitted, potential liability issues relating to
supplying of horses to judges, effect on some dogs not used to the presence of horses on the course, and
changing a fundamental traditions of this venue which is specifically designed for the foot hunter. Weighing
the various considerations on all sides of the issue, UKC has decided to maintain the status quo, which does
not include the use of horses by judges or handlers.
A complete listing of the new rules can be found at: http://montanabreton.com/

