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The Field Trial Edition
Field Trials, I love them. I love to run my dogs in a trial and I love to judge.
The reason I love to judge is I get to walk all day and see many different dogs.
It’s like going hunting. What could be better? When I run my dogs in a trial, I
am very nervous. The kind of nervous that requires multiple trips to the
bathroom. I am energetic and pity the judge that draws me because the first 5
minutes are a sprint for me and my dog, until I calm down. I had a judge tell me
there was no running allowed. He told me that throughout the day. By the end
of the day, I looked at the judge and we repeated our mantra together, “No
running allowed.”
So why do we trial? The reasons are as varied as there are dog owners. It might
be for the fellowship of other dog owners, to assess where your dog is in his
training, to evaluate your dog as breeding material or for the thrill of the
competition. I trial because the goal of training extends our hunting season
from 4 months to 6 or 8 months depending on the severity of the winter. I also
trial to evaluate our dogs for possible breeding. While you may know you have a
great dog (everyone does) if you are going to breed that dog, it’s good to get an
unbiased assessment of your pup. Trialing does that.
A few years ago a prospective client and I were discussing the merits of French
Brittanies, and in particular my dogs. I started to tell him about Zeus’s Field
Trial wins and he stopped me by telling me he didn’t want a field trial dog - they
are too hyper. The truth of the matter is that by breeding the best field trial
dogs, their offspring also will do it all and/or will do it more easily. You don’t
have to trial the pup, but you can enjoy the fact that the breeder bothered to trial
his dogs for an accurate assessment for future offspring of trial champions.
This issue is filled with tips and advice about field trialing. If you’d like to try
your luck in April, the Prairie Pointing Dog Club in Bismarck is holding a
liberated trial. The field conditions are excellent and it looks like spring is here
to stay. For more information on the trial, contact Pete Wax, Trial Secretary at
701-527-6913.
Sherry Niesar, Editor
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Ask Butch
Butch,
I would love to hear about the pros and cons of “Off Season Activities” for our hunting dogs. I know
from talking to various pro trainers there are lots of theories... “Too much obedience” or “How will that
make her a better hunting dogs?” What are your thoughts on the subject? Mike
Mike...I've read your "Off Season Activities" question quite a few times over and spent more time trying
to respond. Mostly, it wasn't a training question but in fairness it does pertains to training. I'll give it a
shot, though it didn't come in a question format.
Trying to get as many different trial and test titles as what's available is foreign to me as I've never had the
luxury of taking one dog to many different titles. Is it possible? Absolutely! What does it take? An
extremely intelligent animal and handler and lots of money and time. A dog is like an athlete: it cannot
peak for twelve months straight. They need a vacation just like us. The owner/handler must have a clear
understanding of the rules plus experience to be successful or be one lucky dude in each and every format.
My question would be: who are we doing this for, the dog or us? Does the dog know he's in a trial or
test? Let me clear some air. Your wanting to be close to your dog in the off season is quite special and
real. If this endeavor is your life's dream then by all means pursue it. Your dog will let you know when it's
time to go fishing. Picking similar formats as to not confuse the dogs training will be important.
With all this gibberish past let me say I'll be the first to applaud you. It will make a better dog and a better
handler. Too much obedience is only a problem in the early development of the dog, not as he/she
matures.
Lastly, and old axiom came to mind: "Jack of all trades and master of none". And I know people and
dogs that are good at both. Good luck...Butch
Butch,
I got a German Wire Haired Pointer as a rescue dog at 10 1/2 months. I have hunted him a
couple of times. He pointed well and retrieved pretty well on birds. The last time my wife shot a bird he
took it from our female and started pulling feathers out. He did give it up readily. On Dec. 18th I injured
my knee, so was laid up for a month. I worked him on the table daily and he holds, reaches for the
dummy at fetch and retrieves most everything. Seems smart and learns fast.
Continued on page 3
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Ask Butch - continued from page 2
One day we decided to see how he would track. Dragged a pheasant a hundred feet downwind. He tracked
well and found the thawed out rooster. We had to force his mouth open and he tore it apart while trying to
keep it and eat it. We went back to the table and worked more and threw some frozen birds. He did very
well and retrieved them to me. I thawed out a pigeon and threw it and he again wanted to eat it. I could not
get it all out of his mouth. He doesn't just want to keep it, he is wild about keeping and eating. Max is a
very good dog with people and other dogs, well socialized, smart and friendly. Do you have any
suggestions. We are stumped. Tom
Tom, Your dog's behavior is not normal or natural. There is nothing natural about a dog fetching a bird
back to you. This is a trained response. Let him have the frozen bird and then never pry his mouth open
to retrieve. This will be a game you may or may not win and my money is on the dog. Try this: Grab under
his chin and push forcibly his head back to touch his back. He may persist with holding the bird but won't
be able to hold long. Be prepared to snatch the bird away and generously praise him. Another way out of
this mess is to train the command "COME" till he's blue in the face, then add a bird and say come. The idea
here is this command should super-cede his desire to eat the bird. Another suggestion would be to feed
him up before you work on fetch. I would not train him with your other dog; too much
competition. You can add this distraction later. One more method is the flank pinch. As a professional
this is my go-to but I do worry as your breed is more of a fight than flight variety. You could start this
training with something other than a bird. Put him on the bench command fetch and have him grab a
bumper. No need to say hold as fetch means the same. As he's sitting there looking pretty, with your off
hand, start at the head as a pet and continue running your hand down to his flank. (That flap of skin that
attaches from his stomach to his hind leg. Now you administer the pinch and pull up technique. Grab the
flap between the thumb and finger, pinch and pull up. Again, be prepared as he will drop whatever he's
holding and go to the pressure. At this time, catch the dummy releasing pressure on the flank. If your
timing is late you will get bit. At no time should there be any yelling or screaming as they have exceptional
hearing. I've shared this with many shoot-to-retrieve people this way to break a sticky dog as there is not a
judge that will dock your dog for petting your dog. With enough training all you'll need to do is pet him as
he knows what's coming next. Good luck. Butch
Put Butch’s many years of experience to work for you. Don’t be shy and if you want your name left off
we can make the questions anonymous. Send you questions to: Butch Nelson, PO Box 858, Denton,
MT 59430 or hyaliteknls@yahoo.com

Of course I’m talking
to my dog…….
Who else can I trust?
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Trial Behavior by Sherry Niesar
Trialing can be fun, exciting, intimidating, scary and disappointing. Having been on both sides of the
judge’s score card I can attest to feeling everything in the list above and more. The easiest way to enjoy
the trial is to be prepared. That means different things to different people but it involves both your dog
and you. Think about everything that goes on in a trial, make a list of supplies for you and the dog and
then plan some more. That should cover it.
Starting with the dog, train your dog. Training doesn’t happen
through osmosis of you being in perfect communion with the
dog with a little help from psychic friends. It takes time on the
ground, getting your dog in shape, whistle commands and the
presence of birds, the type of birds you will see at the trial. If it’s
a wild bird trial, train on wild birds because they behave
differently than liberated birds. If your dog has never seen a
sharp tailed grouse, he’s at a significant disadvantage in the trial;
likewise with liberated birds. Bob whites can be especially tricky.
The first time our dog, Zeus saw them he looked at them like
tweety birds and flushed them out of the training field because
that’s what he does when he’s hunting. Now he knows he’s
supposed to point them. A trainer and breeder of Large
Münsterländers trains his dog to replicate the trial or test
situation he is preparing for. This includes keeping dogs in the
kennel until the event, splashing water into their kennel prior to
releasing them out and the commands he gives. He teaches what
he expects from the dogs so there is no question. His dogs do
well because they are prepared.
The equipment you bring to the trial can make or break your day. When you step on the field, the judge
wants to see that you are prepared, even if this is your first trial. In a wild trial, the handler is expected to
show up with a blank pistol to fire when the bird flushes to demonstrate steadiness. I’ve had handlers
without pistols and they borrow one from a fellow handler. I’ve also been in the field with my dog and
run out of ammo and clapped my hands and said “Bang”. The judge smiled at me and then shook his
head while writing something on his score sheet. My dog got a Reserve that day.
Another piece of equipment that is often overlooked is a leash or dog tie out. A trial is a fun, exciting
and often chaotic event. Don’t add to the chaos with your dog
running around unrestrained. It’s no way to make friends at a
trial.

Leashed dogs at a trial.

When you step out on the field to run your dog or to wait on
deck for your run it’s your job to treat everyone with respect.
That includes fellow handlers and the judge. Think of this as
trial etiquette. As a new comer you may have questions, that’s
normal. Ask them. Ask the judge. Ask fellow handlers. But
always ask them politely. The judge is knowledgeable on the
rules of the trial and what is expected of the dogs in the trial.
How they should behave in the field, how they should handle
Continued on page 5
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Trial Behavior - continued from page 4

A display of respect between handlers and judges.

A display of respect between handlers.

the bird and how they should behave around other dogs. Listen to the judge
and take his advice. When the judge tells you to stay in the field even though
you and your dog wants to go there, listen to the judge. There’s probably a
reason they don’t want you to cross the fence like the trial may not have permission to hunt the other land your dog wants to explore. When the judge
tells you your dog should work in front of you instead of off to the side, listen
to the judge. If and when you disagree with the judge, show grace and state
your position. You are not the first person that has ever disagreed with a
judge. Bad call or not, remember, the cream always rises to the top and the
best dogs will sort themselves out either in this trial or the next trial
There is a wealth of information amongst handlers. Some are little tricks with
commands and posture. Some are insights into the rule book and how the
judge looks at your dog and some are dirty tricks. Don’t fall for the dirty
tricks. They cheapen the event, your dog and you as a handler. Dirty tricks are
anything from standing purposefully in
front of the dog so they don’t break, not
listening to the judge and trying to
manipulate them, to adding an extra
collar to your dogs neck to simulate an
e-collar. Just between you and me, if a judge has been around dogs
and the trial and test system for any length of time, they’ve seen all
these tricks and a lot more. They won’t let you get away with them.
There’s a section in UKC Rulebook about Misconduct. Misconduct
takes in everything from threatening another individual to cheating
to dog abuse or neglect. The penalties can include probation,
suspension or barring from UKC events. So I ask you, is it worth
it?
If you want to learn from other handlers, find someone who has
been handling dogs for a long time and been successful.

Find the oldest, most experienced
guy in the gallery and ask your questions and be prepared to listen.

Continued on Page 4
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Trial Behavior - continued from page 5
They have a lot to share. It comes out in bits and pieces but
worth the investment. I usually find the oldest guy at the trial
or test. One of the best handlers I’ve ever met was my good
friend, Wally Wahl. Pete, my husband, and I trained with
him for many years. Wally taught me how to handle a dog.
Plus all the great wisdom he bestows between the dog and
handler training is worth the investment. One of the best
tips he gave me was on the retrieve. It doesn’t matter if it’s a
land or water retrieve, this always works. When you send
your dog to make the retrieve, wait until they pick up the
bird. It’s at this moment that the dog has to choose to come
An “Atta Girl” Retrieve
back to you or run away. When dog picks up the bird, yell
out, “Atta Boy” or “Good Girl”. This refocuses the dog’s
attention back on you instead of the prize in their mouth. If you have been training the retrieve, the dog will
know that they need to bring you the bird, or else. Stand tall so the dog sees you and wait for your hard
training to pay off with a nice retrieve back to you, the handler.
Finally, when your run is done, thank the judge for walking with you and your dog. They volunteer their
time to be at your trial and are not paid. Their reward comes in getting to walk for a couple of days in wide
open country with great dogs and like minded people. If they didn’t love dogs and people they
wouldn’t be there. Good luck at your next trial, I hope to see you.
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Correction and Understanding Stress at a Field
Trial by Peter Wax
I have

corrected my dog during a trial or test and I have seen many more. Corrections have been as
understated as a grunt or quiet whoa to as rude as a crack over the noggin with a shotgun barrel. The
most severe correction I have ever witnessed was an over-the-head body-slam. At one time I thought
correction was appropriate if you could get away with it, but the longer I live and train dogs the more I
think strangling, whipping with my leash or kicking my dog at a trial is harmful at best and irreparable at
worst; both to the dog and the event. Every time a wonderful
run is punctuated with a soft, flagging, or hunched point or
worse yet a blink I see the error of my youth as clearly as I see
that old man in the mirror each morning.
A pup will remember every minute detail of his first trial until he
is resting beneath the sod. You need to make sure it is a good
memory if you want a champion.
Assuming your pup is prepared to be trialed or tested it is in his
or her best interest to be given an opportunity to compete. A
pup is ready when it will consistently run a clean mock trial. If
this is questionable, than never expect your pup to run clean in
the presence of strangers, barking, dust, yelling, strange whistles,
and emotional stress that is a test or trial. Remember that being
steady is a decision your dog makes and all that distraction adds
stress and anxiety that will interfere with, if not completely
prevent, pup’s ability to make a decision. If your pup is not
ready you can still run him, but view it as training opportunity
and no matter what happens, be positive.
Compare a pup at a trial to yourself in a court room. You can Handler, Jim Anders and pup, calm
before a run.
mock prepare all you want, but the instant you are standing in
front of that Magistrate your temperature will go through the
roof, clouds will overtake your mind and your tongue will develop a mind of its own. Failure is assured
and you will not even remember it. From the jury box there is no physical threat to you but your mind
sees one and triggers very real physiological changes. These symptoms are the result of the line being
crossed between stress and anxiety. This is the line your dog rides on during a trial or test. You watch
pup and you see no danger but his mind does and his body reacts. The level of that reaction will either
heighten his decision making process or completely block it.
Stress is good. No animal learns without stress. Miss-managed stress is anxiety. Anxiety is bad.
Anxiety depresses the immune system and diminishes or stops the learning process. As a professional
trainer has said to me on more than one occasion “it is the trainer’s job to understand and manage pup’s
stress”. Symptoms of straddling over the line a little too often are: A sluggish pup, low head carriage,
colitis or pup forgetting well trained actions.
So what is good correction at the trial? I believe a grunt, or a quiet whoa might be in order if you are
using it as training exercise but recognize that even these might imprint the wrong message.
Continued on page 8
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Trial Stress - Continued from Page 7
I do not grunt or whoa when I am polishing a trained
dog why would I do that in a trial? Pup might start
expecting it at a trial.
If you have a solid performer that just keeps blowing
out the birds during the trial, try an understated
correction like picking pup up early and boxing him or
her away from the trial excitement. Might sound like an
insufficient correction, but remember pup knows that
the trial is a special event and being taken away from it
can have a profound impact. And since you were not
scolding or disciplinary she will be eager to try again
after the stress has diminished to a manageable level.
As stated earlier standing steady is a decision and some dogs are more easily rattled, and like children,
need to be treated as individual. It is our job as a handler and trainer to help not exacerbate the problem. We do this by preparing pup and just as importantly by giving pup opportunity. A pup that is stylish and beautiful on point during training that blows out the bird during a trial might not be an opportunist but instead is exhibiting an inability to make the right decision in that stressful setting. Overreacting, like yelling, smacking, whipping or strangling (all things I have tried) will only lengthen the time it
takes pup to achieve that maturity.
As an example we owned a very stylish pup that was never steady out of site. She would point three
legged with a high head all day long if the find was in my view, but the instant she was over the hill the
only birds I saw were those flying away. I started checking her and chopping her in and disciplining her
poor decisions. At first it killed her style and eventually she started blinking and I gave up. Since she
was a house pet she still got her time on the ground but I quit training her as it was a waste of birds.
A couple years went by and she stopped blinking on her own and then one day hunting pheasants I lost
her. I search around for about ten minutes but when I could not find her I thought “good riddance”
and went hunting with my good dog. A quarter mile away I looked back there she was; three legged
head high pointing and she has been honest every
since. She just needed time without stress to figure
it out and come to the correct decision. In this
case, time with limited correction was appropriate.

A dog without stress equals a good pointer

In closing, correction at a trial should never be
physical discipline beyond a simple wake up slap or
bite on the nose. This is a matter of respect to the
judges, spectators and venue. Also, it is always
poor form to lose ones temper and take it out on
your dog in any situation. With those things in
mind correction can still be given at a trial but it
requires being clever and knowing your dog.

Page 9

March 2014

Three Dogs, Two New Knees and One Shotgun:
A Reflection by Ken Bruwelheide
We celebrate birthdays in our home. This winter it was
February for Daisy (Ambra du Hyalite) and in March it
was Cassie (Cassandra du Hyalite). Birthdays in this case
have been a time of reflection of our life with these two
dogs. It was also a reminder that it was the fall of 2004
that I met Butch and Karen. And so began a fun and
meaningful chapter, that of life with dogs and friends
who love them. (A note from Janis: we previously had
a fox terrier mix, Beagle/Basenji and a Lhasa Poo!)
I will admit that before I got Daisy, a retirement present from Janis and Lauren, the only thing that I
knew about bird dogs was that I wanted one and to hunt with a bird dog. Butch’s assistance was both
necessary and welcome in helping me start with a young dog. The rest was consistency, excellent
breeding, and a lot of time in the field. I will also admit that I was the one who needed the most
training. We know the dogs are smart…it is the humans who need to be observed and guided.
The first field trial meant a TAN for Daisy and
interaction with a lot of great folks. I met
experienced hunters and trainers to advise and
guide and breeders who knew what to look for in a
good field dog and who had the patience to
produce them. I was pleased to make the
acquaintance of these people from all walks of life
whose common focus was the Epagneul Breton.

Ken with his 3 hunting dogs

In March of 2007 Cassie was whelped and
eventually joined our family. Janis and I met Fred
who was the owner of the sire of both of our dogs
and another relationship began. What was
interesting to me as a novice was that the two
dogs, half sisters, were very different dogs.

As a retired person I had the opportunity to be in the field a lot. Janis came when she could with a
camera and lunch. During the fall bird season of 2008, 56 days in three states were spent in the field. I
was fulfilling a long term dream. Due to the demands of my profession and family, the past 25 years I
had not had the opportunity to have a hunting dog. Thanks to all who have helped me since Daisy and
Cassie came along.
The third dog, Sally (Helena du Hyalite), is now 19 months old and trying to figure out the pecking
order and house rules since she joined the family in October. Sally will be entered for a TAN in
Bismarck in April 2014 at the Prairie Pointing Dog Club trial. As many of you know three dogs is a lot
different than two!
Continued on Page 10
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Three Dogs - continued from page 9
Two New Knees
In the past two years I have had two total knee
replacements. While parts of this process are not a
good time, the results are remarkable. The new knees
mean no pain, normal range of motion, and the ability
to go back to the field. As we get older and parts wear
out we can often obtain new parts for which I am
grateful.
What I look forward to is the ability to go afield with
Hunting Companions, Human and Canine
dogs. The dogs are friends, companions and hunting
partners. Additionally the social aspects of being with like minded hunting partners who also have field
dogs, EBs or not, are an important part of this pastime. May it continue for all of us in the many years
to come.
One Shot Gun

The Ithaca Model 37

The selection of a shotgun is a very personal matter. Most of
us have several but really have a favorite, often old, upland gun.
Sometimes this old gun is the first one we received as a
teenager or one we inherited from grandpa. Wherever this gun
came from it may not be well suited for hunting upland game
over field dogs. But we did not know it at the time. Shotguns
are often looked upon as general purpose weapons but they are
actually very specialized. That is why we need several.

I sometimes hunt with an old Ithaca Model 37 pump because this gun type was prevalent when I was a
young man. For that day I am on a walk back through time.
This section was titled “One Shotgun” but who can have
just one? As time goes by activities, needs, and skill levels
change. As this natural progression occurs, our gun safes
fill. There is the old question “how many shotguns does a
hunter need?” The answer is “just one more.”

What could be better, except for maybe one
more gun?
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Articles & Pictures Wanted!
Over time, a number of the readers of the Whoa Post have taken time to
send articles. I encourage you to send us articles for “Tails from the
Field,” technical information, questions for Butch, book review, gear
reviews, hunting stories or just a good dog story. Please send pictures of
you and dog adventures also. You do not need to be a member of the Big
Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club. All submissions are welcome.
Please send articles to sniesar@msn.com
Thanks, Sherry, for your work each month on putting the newsletter together!
Ken Bruwelheide

Prairie Pointing Dog Club Liberated Bird Trial*
Menoken, North Dakota
April 26 & 27, 2014

April 26 - Saturday
Event Type- “Liberated”
Open Braces, Open Solo,
Gun Solo & TAN
Start 7:30 a.m

ENTRY FEES
Gun Dog: $40.00
Open: $50.00
TAN: $30.00
Entry deadline:
April 16, 2014

April 27 - Sunday

Field Trial information call Peter Wax 701-527-6913

Event Type- “Liberated”

For more information and the Field Trial Premium visit the
Prairie Pointing Dog Club Website: www.prairiepointingdogclub.com

Open Solo, Gun Solo
Start 7:30 a.m.

Sponsored in part by:

*Open to all pointing dog breeds.
*All dogs must be UKC registered.
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Picture Gallery

Pictures provided by: Ray Peres, Lynn Dee Galey, Mark Dinsmore, Pete Wax
The Picture Gallery is a regular feature in the Whoa Post. If you have a picture you would
like to share, please email it to Sherry at sniesar@msn.com
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Keys to a Healthy Trial & Gun Dog Diet
from: http://www.fieldandstream.com/blogs/healthy-gun-dog-diet
Training, conditioning, and diet—that threepart foundation determines how well a dog
will perform in the field. Diet probably gets
the least attention of the three, yet according
to Brian Zanghi, a nutrition scientist for
Nestlé Purina and a waterfowl hunter, a few
tweaks can make a huge difference in your
dog’s ability to hold up over the course of
the season. Here are his tips to a better dog
diet.
DO feed your dog a performance diet—30
percent protein and 20 percent fat are the
benchmarks throughout the year. This
regimen primes your dog’s metabolism to process oxygen and convert food into energy. “A dog fed a
performance diet,” says Zanghi, “simply has more stamina right out of the box than a dog fed a diet
lower in fat and protein, what are often called maintenance diets.”
DON’T feed your dog in the morning. This is a hard sell. We can’t imagine skipping breakfast, and we
assume our dogs need it, too. But dogs are different. “Dogs with an empty colon have twice the
endurance of dogs fed four hours before exercise,” says Zanghi.
DO give your dog plenty of water, ideally by providing small drinks at frequent intervals. While there are
several canine sports drinks on the market, Zanghi argues
that because dogs don’t sweat, these electrolyte-rich
products may actually contribute to dehydration. The best
formula for dogs, he says, is still plain old water.
DON’T give your dog honey, corn syrup, or other sugary
snacks unless there’s a veterinary reason for doing so. The
energy these sources provide dissipates quickly, and the
insulin spike can make your dog lethargic. Dog-specific
products, such as K9 Restart Energy Bars
(sportingdoghealth.com), deliver a sustained and healthy
midhunt boost.
DO feed your dog far in advance of tomorrow’s trial or hunt. Zanghi suggests feeding as soon as your
dog has cooled down at the end of the day, when the capacity for replenishing energy stores and
repairing muscle is high.
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Chocolate Crinkle Top Cookies
Ingredients:
2 C Semi Sweet Chocolate Chips
11/2 C All Purpose Flour
11/2 Tsp Baking Powder
1/4 Tsp Salt
1 C Sugar
2 Tbs Softened Butter
11/2 Tsp Vanilla Extract
2 Large Eggs
1/4 C Water
1/2 C Powdered Sugar
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Lightly grease baking pans.
Microwave 1 C Chocolate Chips in microwave safe bowl on High power for 1 minute; stir. Microwave
additional 10 to 20 second intervals, stirring until smooth. Cool to room temperature.
Combine flour, baking powder and salt in small bowl. Beat granulated sugar, butter and vanilla extract in
mixing bowl. Beat in melted chocolate chips and eggs. Gradually beat in flour mixture alternately with
water. Stir in remaining chocolate chips. Cover and refrigerate until dough is firm.
Shape dough into 11/2 inch balls; roll in powdered sugar to coat generously. Place on prepared baking
sheets.
Bake for 10-15 minutes or until sides are set but centers are still slightly soft. Cool on baking sheets for 2
minutes; remove to wire racks to cool completely. Makes about 3 dozen cookies.

Do you have a favorite recipe you would like to share.?
Send it to sniesar@msn.com for publication in a future Whoa Post.

Join Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club Facebook page. If you have a
Facebook page, request to join, its that easy. You can post your pictures,
hunting stories or just events that you share with your Epagneul Breton.
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/115972485114132/
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Breeders & Stud Dog List
Breeders

Coteau Kennel
Pete Wax & Sherry Niesar
sniesar@msn.com
701-222-8940
www.coteaukennel.com
Hannahatchee Kennel
Jackie Hutwagner
770.883.8360
hutwag@gmail.com

Hyalite Kennel
Butch Nelson & Karen Paugh
406-567-4200
hyaliteknls@yahoo.com
www.hyalitekennels.com
Pataula Power French Brittany'
Fred Overby
406-209-0006 (after 6.pm)
foverby@bellsouth.net

Topperlyn Gun Dogs
Lynda Kieres
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com

Stud Dogs
1. TR Brique de l'Ardour
Hip Rating - A ( France)
2. GUN F'Nat du mas d'Pataula ("Pride")
TAN
Hip Rating- Good - OFA
Fred Overby
406-209-0006 (after business hours, please)
foverby@bellsouth.net

1. NBOB GRCH Beau de l’Hospitalier
Hips – “A” – Belgium
2. TR2 CH TopperLyn D’Artagnan
Hips – OFA “Good”
Live coverage &
artificial insemination on both dogs.
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com

GUN Gallant Thor Sur Le Delavan
Hip Rating - OFA Good
Jack Hugwagner
770-883-8360
hutwag@gmail.com

The Breeders and Stud Dog List is available to all paid members. If you are not a member, complete
the membership form and send it to Fred Overby, Club Treasurer. Only Breeding Kennels/Breeders
who raise UKC registered Epagneul Bretons will be listed in this Whoa Post column. The Whoa Post is
sent directly to over 100 email addresses and posted on line on the club web site and Face Book page.
Provide your information to sniesar@msn.com.
To be listed in this column, pay your membership and provide the following information.

Breeders:

Stud Dog Listing:

Name of Kennel and/or Breeder
Contact Name
Contact Phone
Contact Email
Website

Name of Stud Dog
Hip Rating (OFA or Penn Hip)
Contact Name
Contact Phone
Contact Email
Website
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Up Coming Events
April 26 & 27 2014 Prairie Pointing Dog Club Liberated Field Trial, Bismarck, ND
(Open Braces, Open Solo, Gun Solo & TAN)
For more info: Pete Wax, sniesar@msn.com 701-527-6913, www.prairiepointingdogclub.comUpcoming
Field Trial

August 30-31, 2014 (Labor Day Weekend) 2nd Annual Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club Wild
Bird Trial, Denton, MT near Hyalite Kennels. (Open Braces, Open Solo, Gun Solo & TAN) More details
will follow when it is a sure thing for an event.

Back Talk
I am grateful for spring and the fact that I live in a state where I can
exercise my dog for 45 minutes without having to walk the same turf.
This gives me an opportunity to get my dogs in shape for the field trial
season. I hope you will take advantage of the up coming trials. The
Prairie Pointing Dog Club is holding a field trial April 26 & 27 near
Bismarck, ND. Lodging is plentiful and it is definitely spring (finally). I
saw a flock of cranes today! In addition the Prairie Pointing Dog Club
Field Trial, there are other opportunities in your area. Everything from
National Shoot to Retrieve to AKC hunt tests to NAVHDA Natural
Ability and Utility Tests. There are chapters and clubs across the US and Canada. Don’t waste your
“spring training”, get involved and meet a few new people.
Back Talk is a venue for our member readers to respond to articles in previous editions and to weigh in on
events and issues important to the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club. Examples may include Dog
Care and Training, Gun Safety, Hunting, Trials, Special Events, and Equipment.
This is your opportunity to voice an opinion or share some advice on a recent topic. So, if your would like
to talk back, submit your thoughts for the new Back Talk editors at sniesar@msn.com.

The Whoa Post Topics
We have assembled a calendar of topics for the Whoa Post. This helps the editors plan articles based on
seasonal activities of our members. You may submit an article at any time of the year, but we will print
it based on the calendar of topics below.
January
February
March
April
May
June

Obedience
Breeding
Field Trialing
Puppy Issue
Field Trial News
Training

July
August
September
October
November
December

Training
Pre Season Conditioning
No Issue
No Issue
Hunting Stories
Hunting Stories
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Dues are due!
Yes, it is that time of the year when it is time to pay club dues. If you enjoy the newsletter and its
contents, participate in various field events or just enjoy your EBs please take time to complete the
Membership Form on the next page and return it to the club treasurer, Fred Overby. Thank you
for your continued support of the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club.
Ken Bruwelheide

Renew Your Membership
Membership to the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club is due at the beginning of each January.
Each of the club’s members are an important component to the club, adding to the newsletter with
articles and photographs and at the clubs annual field trial. If you are not a member, then consider
becoming a member. Aside from becoming a part of a group of talented, friendly and likeminded dog
owners, members:








Receive the Whoa Post
Are eligible to place ads in the Marketplace at no charge
List Breeder and Stud Dog information (newsletter and web site) at no charge
Have access to dog training professionals and mentors
Receive advance notice of special events
Have opportunity to participate in UKC sanctioned field trials
Join a fellowship of like minded individuals

Membership is open to all individuals who have or are interested in an Epagneul Breton. Membership
fee is $20 - individuals or $30 - family per year. Please take a few moments to complete the
Membership Form below and return to Treasurer, Fred Overby.

Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Club Membership Form
Name_______________________________________________ 2nd Family Member ______________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone __________________________________________ Email ___________________________________________

Membership Category” $20 Individual Membership _____ $30 Family Membership _____

Make Check out to: Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Club
Return form & dues to: Fred Overby c/o Overby Law Office, 101 E. Main Street, Suite C, Bozeman, MT 59715
Send General Correspondence to: Kenneth Bruwelheide,1406 Robin Lane, Bozeman, MT 59715
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