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Spring is here! For some of our readers, you have been enjoying unfrozen, snow
free ground all winter, but that is not the case in North Dakota and Montana.
While our agricultural producers are not looking favorable on the early spring, I am
enjoying every step on the unfrozen, snow free tundra.
My dogs also benefit from an early spring. They get out of the yard and run on the
prairie to get into condition early. Benefiting from the roosters on the prowl,
hoping to attract a hen. Pete and I were out for a walk with the dogs last week. He
mentioned that I should get out more because it is good for me. I’m hoping he
meant that it put me in a better mood to be outside, rather than that I needed the
exercise.
Yesterday was Easter. We celebrated by attending church and then having a
wonderful dinner as a family. We opted for turkey this year as we have been eating
a lot of ham. Ham is inexpensive and slices well for sandwich meat. So with
turkey, special Easter chick bread, a peach pie and lots of other side dishes we had
plans for a fabulous feast. My son, Nick invited a college roommate from Nevada
for dinner who would not be traveling home for the holiday. It was a special treat
for him not to be in the dorm room eating ramen noodles for Easter dinner. Add
two rambunctious six week old puppies and you have a outstanding day.
Spring, a time for regrowth, renewal, and reassessment. Pete recently had our
young dog, Blue out for a quick run and ran into a friend who owns Griffons. He
wanted some help with shooting so they took some time and put the young griffon
and our Blue on pidgeons to test and assess steadiness after the long winter. Turns
out Blue was farther along than anticipated. Now all we need to do is get some
birds and continue with training.
I hope you embrace the spring, enjoy the budding plants, blooming flowers, the migrating birds, young pups, and beauty of the season.
Sherry Niesar
Whoa Post Editor
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Ask Butch:

In Defense of the Good Dog by Tracy Jones
It seems to be popular lately to talk about the great phenoms of the past. It also seems to be the “in thing” to
exalt the do it all once in a life time dog. I too am guilty of exalting the name of the best bear dog I ever knew.
But we all know that these kinds of dogs are called “once in a life time” for a reason. In fact, if you say that you’ve
had “many” once in a life time dogs, then you must not be using the same criteria as me. How many “once in a
life time dogs” can a person have?
I’d like to go on record in defense of the “good“ dog. That’s what most of us have and breed (don’t pretend or
I’ll bring my video camera and come hunt with you. Lol). Sure, I’d like to have the best dog to ever live and I’d
like for the next pup I get to be the same as the best dog I ever had, but that’s not realistic. Most of the coons that
have ever been treed were treed by “good” dogs. Most of the bears that have ever been run to ground were
caught by “good” dogs. Most of the lions hanging on peoples walls were trailed up by “good” dogs.
In fact, a lot of these “good dogs” spend most of their life as pack dogs. I don’t know too many bear hunters who
hunt with one dog. Most hunt with a pack and that’s the way it should be. All of us want that “once in a life time
phenom”, but in reality you are left to hunt with “good” dogs. And I tell you this if you got a good solid dog that
does his share of the work in your pack you better be glad you’ve got him/her.
Should “good” dogs be bred? Yes! If they will consistently strike, trail, fight, and tree, they are worth breeding. I
wish Butch and Jill were still alive because I’d like to drop them on a fresh bear track with some of your “good”
dogs and see if they are any better. I bet they were no better than some of the dogs that are alive today.
“Phenom”, otherwise known as “freaks” are not necessarily the best reproducers. How many world champs are
produced by world champs? Where do you think the “freaks” come from? They come from breeding two
“good” dogs.
In my life I’ve known one bear dogs that I think should be considered the “Phenom”. I knew one other that was
close. I’ve known a few that were far, far above average. Most of what I’ve known were just “good” dogs. They
did their work, ate their dog food, and died. I’d be glad to have some of those “good” dogs back.
To discredit a “good” dog by refusing to call him/her a bear dog, coon dog, etc., is to dishonor a lot of valuable
dog flesh. Not all basketball players are Michael Jordon, but if Dennis Rodman doesn’t get the rebounds, Jordan
doesn’t’ wear the “rings”. Not all golfers are Tiger Woods, but they still carry their clubs, make their shots, and
feed their families with that one win a year. Not all dogs should be called “top notch”, but if they do their part in
the pack in which they work, then I’ll call them what they deserved to be called.
Continued on page 3
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Ask Butch - Continued from page 2
Hey, I’m just an average Pastor. I don’t have a TV program and my church doesn’t run 10,000, but I’m still a
Pastor. I don’t have the gifts and talents of a Billy Graham, but Ol’ Billy doesn’t visit my people in the hospital.
An average bear dog, cat dog, or coon dog is still a valuable tool. Some of them may be surprising reproducers!
Many “good” bear dogs have died in the line of duty. I’ll not disrespect them by withholding the title they’ve
earned. Tarlton’s Big John was used primarily as a pack dog, but I’ll tell you that when some of those “all around
dogs” couldn’t get it done, Ol” Big John could make things happen. He wasn’t going to unravel a 48 hour old
track through a feeding ground, but when it got nasty, he would be the last one to quit. Bear dog? Absolutely.
He was a specialist. But what a specialist he was.

Too many people waste ‘good” dogs trying to find a “phenom”. They brag about how macho they are because
they have culled/killed a large number of pups. Oh yes, I believe in culling, but I don’t think it’s a badge of
honor. In fact if you have to cull a large percentage of your dogs, you either don’t know what you are doing as a
breeder or you can’t’ train a pup. Culling is really a confession of failure to some extent. No, I am not promoting
mediocrity. No, I don’t accept the idea of lesser standards. But I do believe we should be honest, realist, and
thankful about what dogs really are. We shouldn’t place higher standards on our dogs than we place on ourselves
and I know very few “phenomenal” breeders, trainers, and hunters.
Let us not live in a fantasy world. Most dogs that we hunt and breed are just “good” dogs. Nothing special, not
“freak” abilities, just dependable within their roles. Just like us. Plain dogs doing a yeoman’s work. Notable.
Admirable. Worth feeding.
So I say,” Thank God for the many hard working dogs who can only be classified as “good. They’ve done most
of the work through history.
“In Defense of the “Good Dog”. Still hoping for the “Phenom”.
First time I met Tracy Jones was about 1994 when he answered an ad for English Pointer pups. Tracy is a Baptist Preacher,
presiding in Whitehall. Montana but was originally from Tennessee. He wanted to introduce his young son, Ben to the great bird
hunting in Montana and so a great friendship was born as we had numerous training sessions at my place getting “Blackie” ready.
Tracy talked about his grandfather, Barry Taltan back home who raised Plott Hounds and we talked of the virtues of that breed.
Tracy moved back home but we stay in touch. Blackie passed away last year and Tracy is so busy in the church and Ben has kept the
family tradition of chasing bears and cats with Plotts. Tracy has given permission to reprint this excellent article on breeding dogs.
Though this thoughts were of breeding Plott Hounds, the correlations is the same in all breeds. Its food for thought I’m hoping to stir
further discussion through “Ask Butch” and I want to personally thank Tracy for such a fine article.
Butch Nelson

Put Butch’s many years of experience to work for you. Don’t be shy and if you want your name left off
we can make the questions anonymous. Send you questions to: Butch Nelson, PO Box 858, Denton,
MT 59430 or hyaliteknls@yahoo.com

Be the person your dog thinks you are.
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Hunting Alone: Danger on the Prairie by Mark Hawkinson
The opening day of the 2015 pheasant season dawned warm and windy in northern Montana with gusts
hitting 50 mph plus! That didn’t deter my hunting group from heading out to one of our favorite spots, a
WMA with lots of cover. After an hour of bucking the heavy winds, and seeing quite a few wildly flushing
birds, we decided to split up and work our dogs individually.
I made my way to a small, mostly stagnant stream that ran through the property. Pockets of cattails and
CRP grass surrounding the creek make ideal hiding spots for roosters looking for cover from the wind.
Working my way along the stream I decided to find a place to
cross over as the habitat looked better on the other side. Since the
stream was only 2 – 3 ft. wide, a mighty jump would get me over
the stream. Taking one step towards the edge of the creek and
then a leap would get me to the other side. I took that one step
and promptly found myself knee deep in black, smelly mud. My
French Brittany took the same jump and found herself in the same
quagmire with the mud up to her chest. Neither of us could
move; we were stuck in mud that resembled wet, setting cement.
Furthermore, every attempt to extricate myself from the mud
resulted in me sinking further. Within minutes I was thigh deep and realized, with my hunting partners over
a mile away, no one could see me nor hear me in the wind. Momentary panic set in as my dog, just as stuck
as I was, looked at me as if saying “What did you get me into?” With hard, firm ground just 3 feet away I
reached for Georgie, grabbed her by the collar and gave a mighty yank. With a big sucking sound I lifted her
up and threw her up on the bank behind us, where the ground was firm. She was coated in mud but seemed
no worse for the wear. By now, I was almost waist deep in the muck. Twisting my upper body back toward
my dog, I decided that if I lay my Berretta 12 gauge on the surface of the mud perhaps I could use it for
support and try to slowly lift myself out of this messy and scary situation. It took about 20 minutes, but inch
by inch I pulled myself up the bank until I could grab a bush and finally crawl up the creek bank. I was
coated with mud (an inch thick) up to my neck and my gun was in sorry shape, but I was out. Within
minutes the mud had completely filled back in and you couldn’t even see that I had been waist deep into it.
Needless to say, this experience has made me realize that the prairie bird hunter always has to be cognizant
of the many dangers facing man and dog in the field – barbed wire fences, snakes, badger holes – and
quicksand!
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Tails from the Field : Hunting Pheasants in
February, a Real Treat! by Ken Bruwelheide
The Montana upland bird season closes at the end of December. This past season the
snow and cold caused it to end earlier for most of us. Our friends and fellow Epagneul
Breton owners, Mel and Kim Kotur, invited Janis and I to accompany them for a
weekend at a regional hunting lodge, Grey Cliffs Ranch and hunting preserve. We had
never experienced this type of weekend before, so we gladly accepted the invitation.
This location is an idyllic setting about an hour from Bozeman on approximately 5000 acres. There are a
couple of fishing ponds and a beautiful lodge set in the
Montana Madison River Valley. The property has a large
herd of elk that comes and goes with both whitetail and
mule deer sharing space. In addition, there is varied cover
for wild and planted birds. During summer this lodge
hosts fly fishing anglers from all over the world to fish the
Madison River. Hunting and fishing guides can be
arranged if desired. The lodge also extends outdoor
activities to various groups serving disabled American
veterans.

Janis and I had a great day in the field on a Saturday in
February, 2016. The ranch manager, Chris, set us up in about a 30 acre patch of tall
CRP grass. He indicated that this field was loaded with wild pheasants and he was
right! The wind was blowing 25-30 mph from the west which meant we would mostly
have a cross wind. The birds were holding tight and then running but we still harvested a few and our dogs worked hard. I hunted our two older dogs, Daisy and Cassie,
ages 11 and 9 and held back 3 year old Sally for later training. Mel and Kim took their
dog, Rosie, to an area close by and hunted the cover around several irrigation ditches
finding birds.
Later we set Sally up with some planted birds. This was done in a small valley mostly
out of the wind. She coursed and performed well on the birds and we all enjoyed
watching her.
That evening we had a superb meal in the lodge and the
four of us enjoyed having the lodge to ourselves. The next day we ran the
dogs after Chef Mike made us a wonderful breakfast.
The weekend was a great experience and provided an opportunity to work
dogs on real pheasants in the middle of February… a real treat in Montana.
We also enjoyed the ambiance and pampering so we plan to visit again. Chris’
wife, Licia Lucas-Pfadt is an accomplished pottery artisan (Shady Grove
Pottery) so of course, we bought some pieces. If you are in the area you might
enjoy visiting Grey Cliffs Ranch at GreyCliffsRanch.com
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Once Puppy Arrives by Pete Wax
Once puppy arrives you should hold and play with him or her as often
as possible always keeping an eye on pup for anything “not right”. Your
pup’s eyes should be clear with no or very limited discharge. His
breathing should be quiet and effortless. The nose should be cool and
moist with maybe a little clear wet dribble in the nostril but not runny.
The pups poop should be firm and only a light color to the urine.
When not sleepy or sleeping, which is a lot of the time, pup should be
alert and active and unafraid. If a bit timid remember your demeanor
has a powerful effect on your new family member so be quietly upbeat,
happy and soft spoken until pup adjusts to the new digs.
If you just finished the drive home or pup came by airplane he or she
could be suffering from motion sickness which can include
disorientation, dry nose, drooling, vomiting, and a warm lethargic and
unsteady puppy. If the situation does not improve after a nap or two or by the next morning you should call your
veterinarian and ask for some professional advice.
Introduce puppy to the food and water dish right away upon arrival and take pup outside to do its business. If you
are lucky and puppy goes in the right spot reward the behavior with a gentle stroke and quiet encouragement.
Puppy likes a gentle stroke and soft spoken encouragement as opposed to strong pats and loud cheers which will
result in event getting lost in the excitement.
When night time comes, I suggest finding a room away from you and anyone else in the house who wants to sleep.
An 8-week old puppy has no trouble keeping the whole house awake with mournful howling. If you are soft
hearted, go ahead and let pup in your room to cry for the first couple nights but I assure you the newness will soon
wear off and you will be locking your new precious pup in the laundry room by the third night.
You might want to put a cotton towel in the kennel for pup to lie on and a chew proof water bottle filled with
warm water under it. The pup is use to sleeping with litter mates and the warm bottle is a surrogate brother or
sister. You can also add a wind-up clock to mimic additional heart beats – though I have never tried it.
After pup is consistently sleeping through the night I like to bring them into the bedroom and place them at the
foot of my bed, the proper place for the rest of their lives. This sometimes brings on renewed howling and pup
immediately goes back into the laundry room for a couple nights. It rarely takes more then two such encounters
and pup sleeps quietly at the foot of the bed.
GUNS & WATER
While this discussion is not about puppy training there are a few things you should continue that have already been
started in our and any reputable kennel. The first is the introduction to guns and gunfire the second is
introduction to water. An epagneul breton should be trained to stand steady for the shot and fall and must
retrieve both in water and on land. A pup that not just tolerates but actually enjoys the sound of the gun and feel
of the water makes training for these much easier.
Note: For hands on assistance with training I recommend joining your local Chapter of the North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association (NAVHDA) or your local UKC dog training club.
GUNS
I do know of a shorthair pup that had never heard gunshots until opening day of the pheasant season. His introduction to the gun began with 12 gauge shotgun directly over his 7-month old head and he ran back to the truck.
A second weekend hunting with gunners that were conscious of the situation relieved his fears, but it raised my
consciousness that not everyone would know better.
Continued on page 7
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Once Puppy Arrives - Continued from page 6
It is vital to remember that nearly every fault can be overcome but one of the most difficult is gun shyness. No
dog ever leaves a good kennel that exhibits gun shyness. That said, just about any pup no matter how bold can
be made gunshy with careless introduction to firearms.
A shotgun blast fired in pups general direction at close range releases a force that can be felt as well as heard. So
it is imperative that you respect your puppy enough to introduce such an event incrementally. If done right pup
will look forward to the sound like a child does to reindeer hoofs on the roof at Christmas. With that said, even
after successful introduction to gunfire you should not shoot directly over your pup as there will be many
pheasants but your pup is one of a kind.
GUN INTRODUCTION

At each feeding and while pup is busy eating clap your hands.
First clap quietly, then louder if pup ignores you. Keep
increasing the volume of the clapping each day as long as you are
being ignored by pup until you can clap as loudly as you want and
pup still ignores you.
Never clap really close to pup as he or she might take this as a
sign of displeasure. Remember this is to condition pup to noises
not to desensitize him or her to your presence. You can increase
the noise level by banging pots and pans instead of clapping.
When you get your puppy you should continue this training by
carrying a long arm or a stick sprayed with gun solvent when you
go for a happy run. Your pup will quickly make a positive
association that the smell of gun solvent or the sight of a rifle or shotgun as a sign he or she is going for a run or
walk. Note, never punish pup with a stick sprayed with gun solvent.
When exercising puppy in the field it is good practice to occasionally fire a 22 rim-fire and green blanks at a
distance. Wait until pup is interested in something else (i.e., bird, butterfly, gopher) and fire in the opposite
direction. “After you fire, pretend you did not hear or see anything and just keep walking or doing whatever it was you were doing.” Probably from the start your pup will not even notice or will run over to see what’s up, but still do it a few
more times over the course of a couple weeks until your sure pup recognizes it as a normal sound.
Before moving to a small bore shotgun, like a 410, I suggest getting some bird wings or better yet find a field full
of larks to chase. When pup is intensely chasing a lark fire a shot in the opposite direction from puppy at a distance and pointed away.
Again ignore the shot. Once the bird-bang combination is a normal event, throw a wing clipped pigeon or
shackled quail where pup can see and act like you are shooting it. Allow puppy to catch the bird. Pup might
fetch or just maul the bird depending on its stage of development, but
whatever he does be happy and positive. Never scold a puppy in the
presence of birds. By the time you do this twice, pup will have figured
out that you and the bang are the bird makers “powerful magic” and a
great lesson for pup to learn.
Two short notes on guns and birds: (1) Never shoot directly over your
pup, always shoot off to the side or away as he or she is running or in
some way preoccupied, and (2) never react negatively towards pup in the
presence of birds even if he runs off, kills it, tears it to pieces, eats some
and buries the left over parts. These are natural behaviors for a pup and
embarrass only you.
Continued on page 8
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Once Puppy Arrives - Continued from page 7
Once you are sure pup is not going to be gun shy to a shotgun be careful not to allow him or her to catch a live
bird. You own a pointer. Pointing is instinctive but experience and intelligence can override the pointing
instinct. So if your pup believes it can catch the bird it might slow the development of pointing instinct and
well definitely prolong the steadiness training.
WATER
If warm enough, puppies from reputable kennels have been introduced
to water before leaving the safety of the pack. I know from others that
you can turn just about any pup against water with thoughtless
introduction. I also know from dealing with one of these dogs that
there is no way to force a water entry but that water shyness can be
overcome with a dedicated and incremental training process. Since this
is difficult, tedious and frustrating it is best to do everything in your
power to encourage a love of water from the start.
To introduce a pup to water look for a mud puddle just deep enough
that pup can cross without floating and a pond deep enough to easily
float puppy without being far from shore. Both need to have gradual
slopes and ideally a firm bottom. The slope is for puppy and the firm
bottom is for you.
After the weather has warmed up enough that the mud puddles are
warm, take pup for a run and when good and hot “you” walk into the
mud puddle and pup will most likely follow right in. I usually have my kids do this, but lacking in children an
old pair of sneakers is recommended. This is your job. Make no big deal of it and pup will go where you go.
Gauge pups reaction. If there is any hesitation play around in the mud puddle throwing a bird wind or
swinging it on a fishing pole. Do this until pup shows no concern for the mud puddle. A word of caution never splash puppy. Splashing is considered very poor manners to all puppies and might turn pup off from
playing with you in the water.
Once pup likes to cool off and play in a mud puddle do the same with a pond or puddle deep enough to float
puppy. A slope is important to prevent pup from falling in but it should be steep enough that pup floats without getting a long way from shore. Do
not panic if puppy falls in by accident.
Instead act like it was an everyday
vent. No puppy ever drowned a couple
feet from shore in a pond without
current.
Once you have located a suitable pond
and the summer has been long enough
to make the water warm, take puppy for
a run and when he or she is good and
hot walk right into the pond. Do not
be surprised if puppy does not follow
you beyond shoulder deep. Give a little
encouragement even stooping to treats.
My wife swears by Cheetoes (they
Continued on page 9
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Once Puppy Arrives - Continued from page 8
float), but do not press if puppy does not come in
(remember it is easier to make a problem then correct
one).
If after a couple attempts pup still refuses to join you try a
wing on fishing pole. Begin by keeping the wing swinging
over water shallow enough that pup can run after it
without having to swim. Gradually increase the depth
until pup floats. The instant pup floats drop the rod tip
and let him or her catch the wing. If pup has strong prey
drive or retrieving instinct you can do this same type of
incremental water introduction by throwing a wing into
water just a hair deeper each time until puppy swims.
If a wing isn’t enough enticement use a live pigeon or
quail. If pup is ready he or she will swim after a live bird
and if not he or she is not ready so let it go for a while and concentrate on something else before you make a
problem.
Once puppy reliably swims a short distance you need to carefully introduce greater distances. A 6-month old
pup that will happily make a swimming retrieve 10 yards out will make into an excellent water dog by the time
he or she is 18 months old.
As another option I know a german shorthaired pointer trainer with three generations of Versatile Champions
that gently carries his pups into water just deep enough to float and lets them swim back. He makes no fuss
over the success, as swimming is as natural to a pup as walking or running. This same trainer usually swims his
pups with other more advanced puppies to give the pup confidence and stir their competitive nature.
SOME LAST THOUGHTS
As in most things it is easier to prevent problems then cure them.
If something is just not working stop! You can always come back to it.
Join your local Chapter of the North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association (NAVHDA) or local dog training club (UKC or AKC).
I wish to say this a second time “Join your local NAVHDA Chapter” or local
dog training club (UKC or AKC).
Lastly be happy and positive with your pup no matter what happens on any particular day. Your pup is only a puppy once and there is no greater gift then
watching a gun puppy develop into a gundog.

Fun Dog Fact:
Teddy Roosevelt’s dog, Pete, ripped a French ambassador’s
pants off at the White House !

Page 10

Muscatine, Iowa March 2016 by Ken Bruwelheide
The Club de l'Epagneul Breton of the United States held its national Conclave, Field Trials and Conformation
Show in Muscatine, Iowa March 9-12, 2016. Janis and I attended. The upcoming issue of the CEB-US magazine
will review details of all events but I would like to mention a few highlights.
First of all I think we would all agree that it was “all about the dogs.” The most impressive thing to me was
seeing all of the wonderful examples of our breed. All colors and sizes competed in the field and show ring.
Thanks to all of the people who brought their dogs to this annual event.
It was great to become reacquainted with several friends and make some new ones from across the country. Of
particular note for Janis and me was meeting our new national president, Ken Teppel and his wife Julie Lardino.
These two folks kept the events and the auction running smoothly building on the excellent ground work done by
Randy and Vicky Meester who did a masterful job to pull off the event. We were well fed and all was on
schedule. Thank you, Randy and Vicki!
Excellent judges were on hand to provide reviews for all that competed and we thank them for their work. They
were the Honorable:


Reynald Lefebvre



Peter Rooijakkers



Jackie Hutwagner



Anne Johnson



Randy Meester

Of particular note was the presentation of the annual Peter Ward Award to Reynald
Lefebvre.
Congratulations to Reynald for this well deserved recognition. Stay tuned for the
details in the CEB-US magazine.
Reynald Lefebvre.

Bird Courtship Behavior from: birding.com
There are several different courtship rituals birds use for finding a mate. Most species will use one method
overwhelmingly but may actually have several methods they use to lesser degrees. The exact type of courtship can
vary greatly between different species, and even birds of the same species may have slightly different courtship
variations in different regions.
Dancing: Physical movements, from daring dives to intricate sequences including wing flaps, head dips, bill rubbing or different steps can be
part of a courtship ritual. In many species, the male alone will dance for
his female while she observes his actions, while in other species both
partners interact with one another. Dance mistakes show inexperience
or hesitancy and would likely not lead to a successful mating. Many of
the grouse species dance to attract a mate. If you have never witnessed
this ritual, find a blind on a lek (dancing ground) and take your camera
or binoculars and be prepared to be fascinated.
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The Rocky Mountain Cup Field Trials *
Sponsored by: Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club &
Prairie Pointing Dog Club
Denton, Montana

August 27 - Saturday
Event Type-Wild
Open Braces, Open Solo & Gun Solo
Start 8 am

August 28 - Sunday
Event Type-Liberated
Open Braces, Open Solo, Gun Solo & TAN
Start 8 am

Big Sky EB Specialty Show
Denton, MT

Entry Fees:
Gun: $40
Open: $50
TAN: $30
Gun with TAN Equivalent: $60
Entry Deadline: August 15, 2016

August 29 - Monday

Field Trial Secretary: Sherry Niesar
701-527-3714 or sniesar@outlook.com

NLC Total Dog/Total Junior, Special Exhibition
(Class Elevage)
Start at 9 am

*This trial is open to all pointing breeds
*All dogs must be UKC registered
* The number of runs in each event is limited

Entry Deadline: August 15, 2016
Show Chairperson: Lynda Kieres
(topperlyn@hotmail.com
Show Secretary: Janis Bruwelheide
kenandjanisbruwhelheide@yahoo.com

Headquarters
Drive 4 miles E of Denton on Highway 81, turn North onto Alton Cutoff Road, continue 1 mile North,
then turn East onto Bally Dome Road, proceed for 5 miles, turn right at the top of the hill.

For more information and field trial premium go to:
http://montanabreton.com/2016%20denton%20wild%20trial%20premium.pdf
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Reader Photographs

Cinder

Rascal after the hunt.
Photo Provided by Ray Peres

Larry Ellison with pup. Photo provided by
Larry Ellison

Jumping for joy! K.Dessertenne's JAWEN DU HAMEAU
DE SORNY. Photo Provided by Pierre Willems

Blue enjoying the wind beneath his ears.
Photo provided by Sherry Niesar
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Breeders
Coteau Kennel
Pete Wax & Sherry Niesar
sniesar@outlook.com
701-222-8940
www.coteaukennel.com

Hyalite Kennel
Butch Nelson & Karen Paugh
406-567-4200
hyaliteknls@yahoo.com
www.hyalitekennels.com

Topperlyn Gun Dogs
Lynda Kieres
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com

Hannahatchee Kennel
Jackie Hutwagner
770.883.8360
hutwag@gmail.com

Pataula Power French Brittanys
Fred Overby
406-209-0006
foverby@bellsouth.net

Auburn Bretons
Bob Clayton
206-852-8333
bobclayton2003@yahoo.com
www.auburnbretons.com

Stud Dogs
1. NBOB 2XTR Brique De L'Ardour
Hip Rating - A ( France)
2. TR GUN F'Nat du mas d'Pataula
("Pride") TAN
Hip Rating- Good - OFA
3. GUN Griz du mas Pataula TAN
Hips OFA-Good
Fred Overby
406-209-0006 (after business hours, please)
foverby@bellsouth.net
GRCHF CH Gallant Thor Sur Le Delavan TAN
Hip Rating - OFA Good
Jackie Hugwagner
770-883-8360
hutwag@gmail.com

1. NBOB GRCH Beau de l’Hospitalier
Hips – “A” – Belgium
2. 2XTR CH TopperLyn D’Artagnan
Hips – OFA “Good”
Live coverage &
artificial insemination on both dogs.
topperlyn@hotmail.com
406-777-5894
www.topperlyngundogs.com
Just Perfect Du Auburn Bretons
NAVHDA NA Prize 1, 112 Points
Penn Hip Lt: 0.46, Rt: 0.42
Sherry Niesar
701-527-3714
www.coteaukennel.com
sniesar@outlook.com

The Breeders and Stud Dog List is available to all paid members. If you are not a member, complete
the membership form and send it to Fred Overby, Club Treasurer. Only Breeding Kennels/Breeders
who raise UKC registered Epagneul Bretons will be listed in this Whoa Post column. The Whoa Post is
sent directly to over 100 email addresses and posted on line on the club web site and Face Book page.
Provide your information to sniesar@outlook.com.
To be listed in this column, pay your membership and provide the following information.

Breeders:

Stud Dog Listing:

Name of Kennel and/or Breeder
Contact Name
Contact Phone
Contact Email
Website

Name of Stud Dog
Hip Rating (OFA or Penn Hip)
Contact Name
Contact Phone
Contact Email
Website
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Up Coming Events
April 9-10, 2016
Northern Plains EB Gun Dog Club Field Trial
Armor, SD
Norman Pope at popecpa23@gmail.com
August 27 & 28, 2016
Big Sky EB Gun Dog Club & Prairie Pointing Dog Club Field
Trials - Rocky Mountain Cup
Denton, MT
Contact Sherry Niesar at sniesar@outlook.com 701-527-3714

August 29, 2016
Big Sky EB Gun Dog Club
Big Sky EB Specialty Show and Conformation , Denton MT
Chairperson: Lynda Kieres (406) 777-5894
topperlyn@hotmail.com
Event Secretary: Janis Bruwelheide, 1406 Robin Ln, Bozeman
MT 59715 (406) 587-0405
kenandjanisbruwhelheide@yahoo.com

Specialty and Confirmation Show in Denton
The Big Sky Club will offer a Specialty Show with conformation by judges on
August 29 in Denton. For those of you that are unable to travel to the national
events, this is an excellent opportunity to have your dog confirmed and enter a
UKC Dog Show locally.
Honorable Judge William Gunn will by judging the event. Entries must
be in attendance between 7-8 am with the Show beginning at 9
am NLC Total Dog/Total Junior, Special Exhibition (Class Elevage)
DOS $35; JS $15; NLC $20; PE $30 received by August 15, 2016
Chairperson: Lynda Kieres (406) 777-5894 topperlyn@hotmail.com
Event Secretary: Janis Bruwelheide, 1406 Robin Ln, Bozeman IL 59715 (406)
587-0405kenandjanisbruwhelheide@yahoo.com
in a pattern to allow the judge to evaluate its efficiency of movement
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Recipe: Oatmeal Crisps* provided by Sherry Niesar
1 C shortening
1 C brown sugar
1 C sugar
2 eggs
1 tsp vanilla
1 tsp salt
1 tsp soda
11/2 C flour
3 C rolled oats
Combine first group of ingredients. Add salt, soda and flour. Mix in oats gradually until all ingredients are
well mixed. Form 2 logs approximately 2”x2” in diameter. Wrap in aluminum foil and chill for at least 2
hours.
Remove logs from refrigerator and slice in 1/4” rounds. Place on ungreased cookie sheet. Bake at 375 degrees for 10 minutes.
*This in an heirloom cookie recipe passed down from my grandmother who homesteaded in northern Maine.

Apple Cheddar Dog Biscuits from Farm Talk by Stephanie Meisel
Ingredients:
2 C barley flour
1/2 C oatmeal
1/3 C shredded cheddar
1/4 C grated parmesan cheese
1/3 C unsweetened applesauce
2 Tbsp olive oil
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line baking sheet with parchment paper;; set aside. Mix together all ingredients
and about 3 tbsp. water to form a dough. Roll out mixture between two sheets of plastic wrap to 1/4 “ thick;
remove plastic wrap and cut out biscuits with desired cookie cutters. Space biscuits 1 inch apart on baking
sheet. Bake for 30 minutes or until nicely browned and firm. Transfer biscuits to wire rack. Turn off oven
and place biscuits on wire rack in oven overnight. Store in an airtight container up to 2 weeks.

Do you have a recipe to share with the membership? Please send it to
Sherry Niesar, Whoa Post editor at sniesar@outlook.com
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Renew Your Membership
Membership to the Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club is due at the beginning of each January.
Each of the club’s members are an important component to the club, adding to the newsletter with
articles and photographs and at the clubs annual field trial. If you are not a member, then consider
becoming a member. Aside from becoming a part of a group of talented, friendly and likeminded dog
owners, members:








Receive the Whoa Post
Are eligible to place ads in the Marketplace at no charge
List Breeder and Stud Dog information
(newsletter and web site) at no charge
Foxie Says:
Have access to dog training professionals
Please
Sallyrenew
Says: your
“Hey
and mentors
membership
to theto
Boss! It’s time
Receive advance notice of special events
Bigpay
Skyour
Club. The
Have opportunity to participate in UKC
form
is below. dues!”
membership
Thanks!
sanctioned field trials
Join a fellowship of like minded
individuals

Membership is open to all individuals. Membership fee
is $20 - individuals $30 - family or $50 - business
(Business membership receive a business card size ad in
the Whoa Post for the year.)
Please take a few moments to complete the Membership
Form below and return to Treasurer, Fred Overby at:
Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club
Fred Overby c/o Overby Law Office
101 E. Main Street, Suite C
Bozeman, MT 59715

Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club Membership Form
Name_______________________________________________ 2nd Family Member ______________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone __________________________________________ Email ___________________________________________

Membership Category $20 Individual _____ $30 Family _____ $50 Business_____

Make Check out to: Big Sky Epagneul Breton Gun DogClub
Return form & dues to: Fred Overby c/o Overby Law Office, 101 E. Main Street, Suite C, Bozeman, MT 59715
Send General Correspondence to: Kenneth Bruwelheide,1406 Robin Lane, Bozeman, MT 59715

